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CHAPTER 1 

sk, 6am, and Peto Arrive at the Hotcf— Rory Comes With % nuni-ruiuvn 
Caucoo Trouble Straight Away — Rory Caueoo More Trouble — The 
Combined Trouble Results In Pathoo and Bathos, the Lattor Pro 
domlnntlnp; 

7 AMDS, the waitei at a private hotel off the Strand, was in a bad 
I temper There was nothing particular rfbout thus, because he very 
) often was in a bad temper, as Tom, the page-boy noticed to his cost 
James had a face like a fiddle, and he neverlmiiled Tom grinned 
every tin tig', and his jolly face had often brought dmn a tip that James 
istdered should have gone to him 

‘ T donT Lnov. what's coming to things/* groped James u There isn't a 
Llhng in the hotel " * 

'What price Mr Richards?" inquired Tom 
:t lie s not worth fofirpencc 1*' 
r ' You said he was a millionaire ** 

* You empty-headed, stupid boy„ Ain't vou got a bit of sense He isn't 
Hh fourpence to me, and thats all I care for ” 

*' r c may get some more gucsle presently " 

tiG, we shan't People are all awav now, and when they come back 
j will go away for Christinas again iLifo ain't worth living " 
f We ain’t for from the in or " 

'* 1*11 give you a clump over the head if vou talk to me like that Do you 
ink I'm going into the watci this time of year' * 

r ‘ Well, here conies a cab with three gents m it It has stopped here, 

4 Two gents and a nigger, you mean They are no good I can tell by the 
> T c of them JJ 

* Hello, dere, old Indy 1 " bawled a voice It belonged to Pete, the 
pro/ and Ins comrades, Jack and Sum, were with him, so was Ins dog, 
iry “ Come and carry in dis luggage, and tiy to look a little happier 
fcTn going to stay at aia hotel, and we liope it is a quiet one, oos we don't 
e nois\ people What's your name, old hoss p " * 

u James is my name, and In head waiter here I shall be obliged if yod 
il me bv ray name " ** 

"I tmk I will call vou Lively for short And what s your name, my „ 
Jr* 


PETE THE DETECTIVE , 


Yah, yah, yahk 
Must sec dat gnnj 
yah * Fetched itl 


(t Tom, sir ” 

r / Well, dcie’s kalf-a~crown for you for looking Happy 
Ivat’s brought a good* sized gnu to Ins face all at once 
again Dere s anoder lialf crown for you Yah, yah* 

^ThanLy sir I don’t mind you fetching ’em all day long under those 

circumstances ” __ „ , , 1 1 

‘ Golly* What’s de oder man trying to do Hao you got a spasiu, | 

Lrvcly " " * ~ * 

* * I was onlv smiling at your liberality, sir *” exclaimed Jame3 1 j- 

Grolly 1 Don t yon try to smile like dot, else you null hnb somefeingT 

‘ hupoen to your face It would be a mighty awful ting if it got fixed liLe^ 

dat* \\c want free bedrooms, and a pmate sitting-room for occasional use t 
M u a t be^pen add ink and writing materials in it And be particular ’bout ^ 
~de quietness Now carry dc luggage in, and just you keep your eye on ^ 
1 ick Ghd J$ammv, and if you hear dcra making a noise, stop them at once v 
DeXe’s vour fare, cabhv You can keep do change We shall find our way 
about all tight ’* 

Pete foun 1 his way into the coffee-room for a start, and here he found a 
middle-aged gentleman of portly dimensions and surly aspect He glared^ 
at Pete for nearly half a mmnte, and then he rang the bell. He was Mr 
Richards, the millionaire, and he seemed to think that the hotel belonged^ 
to him i 

* What is that nigger doing in this room, waiter?” * J j 

u I believe, sir that ” $ 

Turn lam out ’ ’ 

Look at dat, now*” exclaimed Pete “I hnb got to be turned out/ 
My dear old boss, oin’Pyou got any pity for a poor homeless nigger 9 ” 7** 
"Turn Die insolent scoundrel out of the place, waiter 5 * ^ 'J 

"Would ion come to your private loom, gentlemen?” inquired James., 


Tins gentleman is Mr Richards, a Vex J 


Then \i n added m a lower voice 
wealth} gentleman ” 

Oh, so vou’m Richards, are you, my dear old lioss?” exclaimed PcN 3 . i 
” Well, 1 dunno dat dere are any particular points qb out von You'iu jV 
ruder fat, but p’r aps dat is because yon eat too much It’s all right* 
Lnelv, you can leave him m do room 1 don’t mind hun I txnk lie ik cruitljr 
harmless and hia stupidity iqay afiord us a little amusement I nbtice Jack 
is guffawing at hun already Shall I makb lum dance. Jack? He wants i ■ 
httle exercise to take down some ob Ins blubber "Como and hab^a httRf 
dance my dear old bag ob lubliness Yah, yah, yah 1 I neber came ocro-^ 
such a bad tempered old hoss m all my life Gib him a kiss. Lively, and 
r»be il dat will make him happy ” ^ 

The great man strode from the room, and shut the door with a tremendous 
el am r 


Fnnnj ting how dlfBoult it is to please some mbn Ain’t it. Lively?” 5 
' I should be glad if you would call me by mv proper name/- snarled ; 
James 1 %* . 

“But you look so mighty awful when you are glad, dat I would rader hall; 
your henoas face Arc you a mnmed. man, Lively < ’ t 

** No, I am’t *” 

“'Well, dat s lucky for your wife You ain’t lost sixpence, or anyone yoi/ 
care for?” ‘ 1 r 

4 No There isn’t anyone I care for ” y 

Well, dat is as it should be, cos I J m mighty certain dere can’t be anyone^ 
who cares for yon Dm case upsets all my calculations, 1 k>ys I dnnno^ 
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fcvhai’s de matter wid de man He can’t hab anyfong on bis mind, cos he 
Jin’t got one I know! I can detect de matter, first time I hab got de 
|iglit clue Ain’t it strange how some people can detect tings I knew a 
iiobby, once, who detected a duck-pond when I chucked him into it De 
{base wid you. Lively, is dat you ain’t well You need a medicated man 
1 You are ill ” 

f " Never had a day’s illness m my life ” 

j "Ha, ha, hal You are no good as Sherlock Holmes, Pete 1 ” declared 
Jack "You hud better turn your mind to opening oysters, or something 
like that. You are no ]olly good as a detective ,f 
" You shut up, Jack You know nothing about de matter I tell you dat 
dere are a lot ob crimes committed dat ought to bo detected But do police 
ain't de slightest use in de matter, and I’m going to show dem how de work 
ought to be done What’s de good ob our coming all de way to England 
for me to show dem how dey ought to detect, and den not proving to de 
World dat I’m de finest libing detector?” 

" But James says he is not ill You appear to have got on the wrong tack 
there, for a start ” 

" I’m mighty certain de man is ill, widout knowing it Still, I shall prove 
to you dat I'm correct Got a telephone here. Lively?” 
v" Yes I In the hall ” ‘ 

Pete found the telephone all right, and having screwed the handle round 
for about a score of times, he took the receiver oil and listened ^ y 
"Eh? I don't want any number, my dear Communicate me to a medi- 
cated man What? I dunno Anyone will do Pm Pete Make haste, 
my dear De matter is ] Eh? W'hat dress? Well, I'm wearing a sort ob 

all ober de place pattern suit, rader light, wid Oh, I see You want 

my address I thought you said dress Just shout dr name and address 
ob dis hotel frough. Jack I dunno what it is ” 

Jack gave the required information, then handed the receiver to Pete, 
who kept howling out "Are you dere?” ^ 

< "Oh, all right, old boss Are you de medicated man? Eh? Oh, tell de 
medicated man to come to de address I’m going to gib, immediately , Tell 

him de matter is important Got dat? I ain't shouting Just you 

Eh? 'What sort ob turn do you want me to hab Sort ob dance, my dear 
I wish dat girl would shut up Golly Be quiet, my dear What? You'm 
waiting for de address Shout it frough. Jack I hab forgotten it ” 

Agam Jack gave the information He thought there would be some fun, 
and he wanted to see Pete's face when ho had to fork out the doctor's fee 
James did not understand the matter at all, and Tom grinned his hardest 
" Yah, yah, yah !” roared Pete " I must say I like your gnn, Tom It's 
always best to go frough de world laughing, if you can Dere's anoder 
half-crown for dat guifaW ” 

/ “ He's making a fool of you, boy *” snarled James 

tf I rather like being made a fool of Ha, ha, ha* Ho can make as big 
a- 1 fool of me as ever he likes ” 

** He's not really giving you the money He will make you give it back 
Tito gentleman will have to be the sm irtest chap on the face of tho 
earth if he succeeds in doihg that J” declared Toni " It's not often that I 
get tips, but I've never yet given one bock again ” 
if Yah, yah, yah! Dat boy is going to get on m life Now, we get to de 
next case I shall make some substructions concerning him ” 

"I rather fancy you mean deductions/’ observed Jack 
« game ting * li you deduct, it stands to reason dat you substract 
You’m seventeen years ob,age. Your fader and - moder lib nice and com- 
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pS^t’d'^hotel 1 , and flu f ° Ur SlsteT3 , Ton dean. de 

■were educated at— at a school will “ h ob an °P mion ob Lively Ton 
apple-dumplings " ' Wbcn yon Trcrc ? ou Bg» and you'm fond of 

to furthe^OTders^rhavcn’t eot^fatliT 0 ™ I' 1 « an apple-dumpling^ 
asters, and I'm thauff ?o Mr I don^t ° r 'V br ^«! and 

you eras wonderfully correct alLt cIca ? thc P ,atc nt tins hotel But 

«» 5'“ ““»■ “ a “ 

Pete, shaking hEThead^ fetdl 1 ^ 0 ] 11 ,bout do iannly?” exclaimed 

and I shall provo nght ablu ’ Sve^T dctectlre caa 't be' alwafs nght 
toned Why, here wmes dat dcll lld ho« WF £ gct do opuLS 
old bloater ! Now, vou take a case likedlt t \ clu T ds Como in. my poor 
T l ** e8 * a ®amed man vnd seven ckildrmf^ PV 1 dednct him straight 
wirefu 1 , cos he s got nil his buttons sem l n “ d ^ mfc 18 remarkably 
Ton can tell dat by de stupid esni-oi-irlT 1 8 ,Jcen in de War Office 

^-luch he moves fcs favomte ^ foco ' aa * de slow manner™ 

•SISEf-SS?*® 

Mn h£ ,C tW dS ; \ ‘ n er nH or mv We ’’’ roared the indig- 

dw( this and if you dare to do it *? 


detective business 

signs ob insanity war Tah7 'yahlXhF Tt?\ C % fniufcwce, 

iJiai **s£K 

'•*££»£' Dr ~ J ““- *-r . . tall, 

tobrffi” naT oVhtV F° e Jus 

. V.„ , «« e h. to be 


‘ You insolent L , be undressed 

prSoTtha^ji^Lf 1 a wild rush 

‘‘Here Keep vol^lr ? mte 3anc certainly gave the 

Stales* “"1)5^® wlS? if held 8 h abblDff ^ rOTUld 

-- * 9 

"* NuW 6;r 1 Cltln8 ' bm? ” G “ S ’ ° r “ hc ]lab,tl ? fits?" 

* VrtLS I'^SJS bSIJ H ark afc lum ravin 8' BOW !” 

X de a f° ctor 8 fa <* “ How 

badl?7c r m d e“t r ed° ld {T}/” 0 ' 8 * * '” ““ *" ^ 

J?‘ d «tor *d sSS J£* £ B»f d ^ost afraid he's 

Uld ^ *° do ^tiling* of the" 
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“ Hold him firmly," ho said “ Be sure you do not let lam go This is 
t case where we must get help " 

u Don't you tink you would like to tahe^Jiim home wid you and introduce 
inn to your wife and family"" 

* You are exciting him all the more by talking like that Try to calm 
ourself, my good man We shall have you all nght directly I will make 
urn lip a composing di aught, then you had better have him taken to an 
-sylum " 

,f Golly ! I ain't taking all dat tronble wid de old boss,” said Pete, 
eleasing him* “He can hab de rest ob his fits by himself " 

Then the infuriated man turned las rage on the unfortunate doctor 
Linong other things, ho told him that he was a fool, and an incompetent 
ss 

“Yah, yah, yah roared Pete “Go it, old hoss 1 You'm de funniest 
lamac I eber came across, dough I must say you ain't de most amiable 
nc I eber met " 

“Is there anything the matter with him?" queried the astonished doctor, 

urmng towards Jack, who was convulsed with laughter 

“Nothing whatever He is a^ sane as you dr I Ha, ha, ha^V/^ * " 
“What aid the silly rascal send for me for?" 

“Well, you see, Pete has made up Ins wind to become an amateur detec- 
re, and he thought he detected madness m Richards Ha, ha, ha 1 It is 
ete's first detective case " 

“I should strongly advise him to Jet it be Jus last My fee will be five 
nine as " 

“Eh?" growled Pete 

“Five guineas, if you please" \ 

“Well, I can't say dat I do please 'bout dat," grumbled Pete, pulling 
it the money “I didn't take into consideration dnt dere would be a fee " 
“Ah, well, you will know better m future, my man " 

“I wanted you to tell mo wlint's do matter wid Lively, dere Would dat 
i anoder five guineas?" 

“ Yes " 

“Well, he ain't worf it, and I tink I will stop at de first medicated 
camznatzon I don't mind paying a shilling for Lively's medicated 
mmination, but de man ain't really worf more dan dat " 

“It is useless blaming mo," said the doctor, turning to Richards, who 
ns still raving at him “ You should have behaved like a sensible man 
stead of raving in that manner I naturally thought that you had lost 
mr reason Well, I haven't time to listen to all that," added the doctor, 
avmg the room, and re-entenng his carriage, wluch was rapidly driven 
vay , 

“I will punish you foi tins, you scoundrel of a nigger ,M hooted Richards 
“Seems to me dat I'm going to get punished all round," observed Pete 
Here's dat doctor has punished me to de extent ob five pounds, wid foe 
ilhngs frown in I dunno wdiafc he wanted to charge de extra five shillings 
r Seems to me de five pounds wduld be quite plenty just telling a man he 
n't mad But neber mind, old hoss, it wall be n lesson to you not to get so 
:cited in de future Let's hab sometmg to eat. Lively I told you wdien 
3 came here dat dis hotel would hab to be kept quiet, and I musb^say dat 
don't consider yon hab made much ob a start in a quiet direction " 

“You ought to be ashamed of yourself, yoang man," cried Richards, 
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“ to allow , 


Who; - 


ttrrmag’ his rage on Jack, probably because be was laughing, 
that ruffian of a nigger to behave in this scandalous manner 

“Nonsense'” retorted Jack “Ton have only yourself to blame 
are yon to order my friend out of tho room? Ho has quite as m g , 
here as you have Then yon struck him repeatedly 

" And I mil strike him again if I have any more of Ins impertinence ! 

*• If yon do voa arc likely to get the thrashing yon deserve 
“Do you call yourself a gentleman 

“I don’t call you one, at any rate,” laughed Jack Serve up dinner, 

Will tor ” i ^ 

“ I object to have a- mgger m my company v * snarled Richards 

” Den go to anoder hotel, old boss,” retorted Pete 

c ' I shall do no such thing ” _ , , 

«* Den don't go to anoder hotel Yon can please yourself about de matter, 
but don't boder us I hab come to London to detect, and de ting lias got to 
bo dono m a proper manner Do bring up dat dinner. Lively He must 
tint Fra a fasting-man ” 

” 'Wouldn't vou like dinner in your private room, sir*” inquired James 
“ Knnno 1 f'm using dat room for detecting purposes only I shall keep 
de door locked, 'cos it ain't any good detecting if you let people know what 
yon arc doing ” 

■Richards grumbled very much at sitting down at the same table with 
Pete, but he gave way, perhaps because ho wrus hungry 
James placed a plate of soup before Richards, and then the most extra* 
ordinary thing occurred Richards approached a spoonful of soup f o his 
lips, then ho suddenly flung it into Ins own face, uttered a wild yell, and 
brought his fist down on the edge of tho plate, with a force that sent its 
contents flymg into his own face, and all down his shirt-front 
" Yah, yah, yah I * howled Pete, who was sitting at the other end of the 
tablo *' Golly 1 Yah, yah, yah 1 Ain't dat a mighty funny wav to take 
soup Yah, yah, yah * Regularly frew it at himself You can't swallow 
soup at dat rate, you know, old hoss Yah, yah, yah 1 I stipulated dat dif 
had got to be a quiet hotel , but it seems to mo dat done's a mighty lot ol 
noise mixed ind de quietness Yah, yali ? yah ! Oh, stop your guffawing, Jad 
and Sammy Yah, yah, yah 1 Dere ain't anyhng funny if a man chooset 
to frow his soup into his own face He’s got a perfect right to do dat/ sc 
long as ho pays for do soup Yah, yah, yah 1 I can rub de rest ob de sou] 
ober your hair, if you like, old hoss Yah, yah, yah 1 It might mako n 
grow on de bald spot den I can rub some more on youi whiskers. Oh, d< 
stop your laughter, boys 1 Yah yah, vah 1 I m ashamed ob you laughing 
at a man who wants to take a Turkish bail m soup, and prefers nourish! rq 
his whiskers and hie napper covering to anoder part of his body ” 

You dastardly YJllaln ,,, howled Richards << You dirty black scoundro 
of a nigger 1 ” 

ain’t dm mighty sad,” exclaimed Pete, going on wrth his soup 
and glancing at Jack and Sam, under the impression that they must liavi 
played some joke on tho infuriated man, for Pete was perfectly innocent n 
this case Funny ting— mighty good soup this— funny ting dat I olway 

get blamed for do faults ob odera I like dm soup " 

” Tout dog has bitten my leg howled Richards 

,r< Wcll dat must bo his free bite, and cbery dog h allowed one bite 
Poor tings dev ought to bo allowed it, too, seeing dat it is de nature o' 
dogs to borl and bite Rory don't bark much, but I admit he bites whe 
ocyting annoys him Dat shows dat he’s a good-bred dog Golly I I hk 



BY S. CLARKE HOOK. 


7 


die soup Bring* mo some more, Lively All de same, I don’t see why I 
should be blamed for de little mishap, ’cos I didn’t know dat Kory had 
bitten yon ” * 

ff I knew it, villain *" 

"hl’yes* Bore’s am emphasis ’bout Kory’s bite dat is almost bound to 
let de bitten man know dat it has occurred But you see here, my dear old 
hoss, so long as one ob us knows it dere’s no harm done Dere’s no good 
m half a dozen people knowing ’bout de same ting Lend him some blotting- 
paper, Lively, and tell him to mop himself up a bit De personal appear- 
ance* ob de man disgusts me, and I object to sit down to table wid a man 
who frows soup into his own face ” 

"I'll make you pay for this, you hound 
f fr You hear dat, Kory p Ho says he’s going to make you pay him Do 
, unfortunate part about do matter is dat when Kory pays anyone he does 
it on de biting cistern Ob course, I can make Jum bite you again, but de 
question is, what did you do to dat dog to make him bite yon, ’cos he 
j wouldn’t do it for nuffin ” 

Now, what Eichards had really done was to kick Kory under the table 
Rory touched Richards’ leg, and got a savage kick, and if there were one 
thing above all others that annoyed Kory it whs being lacked It was not 
the pain of the tiling, but the indignity 
if Come here, Kory 1 ” ordered Pete \ 

Kory pretended to bo deaf Ho thought hd was going to get into trouble 
** Do you hear mo, sail 1 Come out and explain de matter, and you hib 
got to toll me exactly what made you bite de old boss ” 

Pete said this m a voice that it would be silly to pretend not to hear, and 
Kory was nothing like a silly dog, m fact, he was a remarkably clever one 
' He came out very slowly, holding up his right paw His master, who 
knew his playful ways, gazed sternly at him, and Kory licked his paw and 
whined a little, just to snow that there was no deception 
“ Go and lie down on dat easy-chan, Kory,” ordered Pete “I’m sorry to 
see dat you are so badly hurt, but you’m got to remember dat I ain an 
i amateur detective now, and dat I oamt bo deceived in any wav We deduct 
dis case m dis manner Richards lacked Rory Hurt him badly too, judging 
by de way he’s getting on dat chair Bery well, Kory being- kicked, natur- 
ally bit de lacker, and I don’t see what else de man could expect Kory, 

who is a good dog Oh, it ain’t any good wagging your tail, ’cos you 

ain't been a good dog on > dis occasion Stoll, we will gib you a lump ob 
sugar Here r ” 

Kory was taken off his guard He leapt from the chair, and came bound- 
ing towards las master, but when Pete gravely shook his head, Kory re- 
membered that his leg was damaged, but unfortunately he ^ould not 
recollect which one it was, and h& held the left one up by mistake 
<f Yah, yah, yah 1 You'm caught dis time, Kory You can’t fool a detec- 
tive, you know Dai’s dc "wrong paw Yah, yah, yah 1 You’m a humbug, 
iind I behove you liab hurt Richards’ paw a lot worse dan he has hurt 
yours All de same, he ain’t got do right to kick you, so you are excused 
in dis case, and you leabo do court widout a, stain on your character You 
hab had your revenge by malang Richards slop his soup ip his eye ” 

Tins was not at all satisfactory to Richards, and when he had cleaned 
himself from the results of the soup, he commenced to bully Pete ' Thai 
worthy went on with his dinner in the most unconcerned manner, merely 
telling Richards from time to time that he was eating a great deal too much, 
though Pote ate about three times as much , < 
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CHAPTER 2 

How Poto Arrested tho Sulcldo, and Boro Him through * 

Quito Unexpected Mooting — Pete Enstt C co a Socrotnry-Tho First 
Day's Work— Tho Occrctay Coins Money ^ 1 5 

t HAT do you sa>, boys, to taking a stroll?” inquired Poto, v.hen , 
they had finished tho meal 

‘*I'm ready/' answered Jack " Suppose wo go along to 
Embankment ” , . . . ■,_ - 

tf Do yon fank dnt dere will bo sufficient scope for my detccuro work aero/ 

« Certainly T You will be able to detect all tlio dielt m the River, and when 
you have got tired of detecting them, you can detect all tlie wonlU-be 
suicides, and people like that Afterwards, yon will be able to detect Dig 
Ben and the Houses of Parliament You mar even detect a smart member ^ 
of Parliament Several of them dross exceedingly well/' 

" I wish I could detect a little commonsensc in Richards/' growled Pete 
* Here’s de old hoss going on about dat leg ob his, and I'm mighty certain 
dat Rory nober hurt it Funny ting what a fuss somo people make ober a 
little bite Now den, boys, dis way to London 1 Hold vonr row, old boss, I 
don’t want to hear anvting more 'bout dat leg Shove a Ted-hot poker on it 
if yon are frightened ob hydrophobia, only, I mov tell you, dat Rory ain’t ^ 
half so mad ns you are 1 ” 

Pete appeared to be lost m thought as they strolled along the Embank- 
ment, and presently ho stopped, and gazed at a tall, thin man, who enrao 
down one of the turnings He wore a frock-coat and a tall hat, andj judging 
by their appearance, he hod worn that coat and hat for a good many* years 
His boots also required rcne%ving In fact, they gave tho impression that 
they were about done He had reached tho corner of tho street when ho 
stopped and placed lus hand to lus head 
“ Sad case dat/ murmured Pete "Large family and small income Case 
ob suicide De roan la going to drown liimsolf w 
"Rots 1 ” growled Jack, who Ind an idea that thero would be trouble if 
Pete took that extraordinary idea into his head He's thinking of something 
he had forgotten ” 

"Hat man is wondering if do water will be cold I shall collar him as he 
makes do rash foi de emol, silent waters of dc Thames ” 

“Well, so long as you don't collar him before lie makes that rush, I reckon 
no harm will be done,” said flam 

, “I tell you he is going to commit suicide,” persisted Pete "I can 
acaucc dot by a glance at his face You can Bee de grief and de tiredness ob 
hfo Hi golly 1 Dere he goes!” 

The stranger suddenly darted across tho Embankment, and made a rush 
towards tho voter Peto grabbed him oa ho reached the pathway, and 

lo "■** b " n * «“-* >>” 
» ? Pate ' " r » u 

00 "“ ^ 1 b >«'' 1 ”■ 

Jack and Sam Bimply yelled wntli laughter, bo did the eneetators As Pete 
earned the struggling man towards toe hotel ho gof a fino crowd of 
followers, and a constable came up * cro>va vi 

;; What's all this?'' demanded tho man of law 
You go away, Robert/' cried Pete, hurrying on " Ton ain’t wanted 
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to interfere Be quiet, old boss What you want is kind treatment, and 
dat's what you are going 1o hab Get out ob my way, Robert 1 Golly r 
Ain’t dia detection work causing a croud Go away, people f I’m attending 
to dm man " 

Tlien Pete boiled at a pace that was really surprising, considering the 
weight he earned, and all the way his prisoner yelled at the top of tus 
voice 

Pete got him into the hotel and shored him into an easy-chair. 

"Now, see hero, my dear old boss," exclaimed Pete "You’m only a 
Young man, and you ain’t got do right to act like dis Hold yonr row, 
Richards, else I shall gib yon a smack ober de mouf ” 

"Viliam 1 " hooted Richards "That man is Frcdenck Hall, my clerk, 
ind I have sent him on a most important errand !” 

" Funny ting dat exclaimed Pete " Is he in regular employment 
"I dismissed him this evening — but how dare you prevent him going on 
my business 

" Well, I must eav dat I don’t wonder at any man who is your clerk want- 
ing to drown himself All dc same, it would be more to do point if he were 
to drown you, ’cos you ain’t a bit ob good in de world 1 " 

" There's jk constable called to see yon/’ said James 

"Tell him I’m engaged. Lively rfow, see here, Freddy, don’t you see de 
error ob your ways; 1 You’m comparatively young — domt suppose you are 
above thirty-five — and you wouldmt be a bad-looking fellow if you were fed 
up a bit Tink ob your wife and children I" 

" I haven't got a wife and children !" gasped the astounded man 
"Well, tink ob dem if you had," said Pete "Yon ain’t got de right to 
behave in dis foolish manner When trouble comes to you, you hab got to 
meet it bravely, and if dat old bag ob blubber has dismissed you, dere are 
plenty ob oder places " 

"You dare to address me in that insolent manner, and before my clerk, 
too roared Richards 

"Shut up, you ftomclted grease spot 1 " cried Pote "If I was Freddy, I 
should just gib you what you deserve But, see here, Freddy, dis little 
trouble ob yours ain’t nnytmg " 

"Did Mr Richards send you after mo 5 " 

" Nunno Wc’m staying at dis hotel, and I just caught you m de nick ob 
time You ain’t got de right to take your own life in dat manner " 

"Take what 5 " 

" You ain’t got de right to frow yourself into de water " 

" Whoever thought of doing such a thing?" 

‘ " Golly 1 Weren’t you going to jump into do water?" 

" What? I was only running to catch the boat You have made me miss 
it, and I can't possibly get to Lambeth m time now r " 

" What made you stop at do corner ob do street, and look as dough you 
had lost your rasher ob bacon for breakfast?" 

"I was only wondering whether it would be of any use to ask Mr 
Richards not to discharge mo , then I saw the boat coming, so ran for it " 

€t Ha, ha, ha f " roared Jack "I must say your deductions don’t always 
hit the mark, Pete Still, there 16 a chanco of your detecting something 
before you have done " . n ,, 

"Y r ou be quiet. Jack, and don’t laugh at a little nurtakc like dat Wid 
a big business like mine, dere must be some little mistakes " 

" Yes— Ha, ha, ha 1 I've noticed that ” 

"I reckon if you go picking up every one you see running for a boat or 
a tram uhder the impression that they are going to commit suicide," 
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ain’t going to gib me a character from Bichards De work will be berv 
bard ” 

"I don't mind that." 

1 " De hours will commence from now, and dey will continue at periodical 
intervals De work will consist m doing all we'm got to do during de day, 
and doing what we ain't got to do during de night " 

*' That does not sound hard," said Fred, s mili ng rather sadly 
► " What's de lowest salary you can accept 
“ Could you give me fifteen shillings a week?" 

" Nunno 1 Dat's fatal, and " 

" Say fourteen shillings a week I think I could At any rate, some- 
thing is better than nothing, and " 

** Can't give anytmg like dat You must be at your daily toil ebcry 
morning, not later dan twelve o'clock, and you ain't to leabe off till we'm 
finished de day's work, which will be 'bout half-past twelve " 

** Yes I could manage that Th^t is to say about twelve hours a day, 
which is the time I work now " 

; " Den I tell you what it is, Freddy, Bichards has simply been f rowing Ins 
money at your head I ain't working twelve hours a day Twelve minutes 
<is more my mark What will you take to drink?" 

"Well, I never take anything in the way of intoxicants, but a cup of 
coffee " , 

"Wo will manage dat if I can arrange de salary wid you Now, let me 
see, you can come at once?" 

" Mr Bichards has given mo a week's notice " 

, " You can go at once, as far as I am Concerned } only, of course, if you do, 
you will forfeit your week's salary — I mean the wcok I hold in hand " 

"Dat's settled, old hoss f " exclaimed Pete "I dunno when I came across 
a man to equal' yem m kindness You don't mind working for a nigger, 
Freddy?" - , 

"Why should I? What difference could it make to me whether tho man 
is black or white?" 

" Bery well De engagement commences forthwith, and it terminates 

when it ends ~ De commencing salary will bo five pounds a week, and " 

"If you think it kind-hearted to play tricks on a poor man, I do not," 
said Fred 

" Wlia^s de man talking abOut ?,> gasped Pete 

<"Woll, perhaps it's all right, only I can't appreciate a practical ]oke 
under rhy pi^sent circumstances 1 " exclaimed Fred "I'm thinking of my 
mother’s face when I have to tell her what has happened Fifteen shillings 

t may seem Jittle to you, but Well, it is the wages of a fool, and my 

inheritance, Heavon holp mo 1" 

"Ain't it mighty awful to hear a man talk liko dat?" exclaimed Pete 
" Jon see, if a man tanks he is worf nuffin, it's about what he will get Do 
you refuse to take five pounds a week?" 

"You are nol offering me tuch * sum in earnest? I am not worth it!" 

" Yah, yah, yah ! Dat's a fine way to get a situation, I must, say 1 See 
here, Freddy, dero are de first week's wages All de oder weeks will be paid 
in advance " * ' 

" But I — I really don't know what to say l You can't mean it 1 
" Ain't it enough?" 

"Dere, dat will do„ Freddy YoVra engaged ,k * 

- "I think Mt Bichards will be able to tell you that I am honest, but " 
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0 Xo\r, what s the meaning of this?” demanded the man of law " You 
lio'io assaulted this pnriv, and if ho likes to make a charge against you 
win, we mast come to the station I saw tho assault, so there can be no 
doubt about it " 

"He his befriended me 1 *' exclaimed Fred "Ah* I cannot tell you 
all he lias done for me, and " 

u You ain't going to charge tho nigger?" 

" I am going to Btmo to show by deeds tho grahfcudo I feel," said Fred* 
xt I shell nc\er succeed, nor could I succeed, if I tried to do so by words " 

** Well, you are a fool That's all IVe got to say lor you " 

r, YaIi. rah, yah*" roared Fete, as the constable stiodo away " Dere's 
two sorts ob fools, Frodd^ Dc ono who knows it, and decoder who does 
not know it Now, I want to get some ready-made clothes What's do 
best place'" 

4t In Holbom I can show you You will be able to get almost anything 
to fit YOU " 

"Don oomc along, Fredd) What is Dichards?" 

"A money-lender I suppose they are all right, but I've seen some cruel 
work I would not hire tny people to know what sort of situation X have 
had But what are you to do when you can't got work?" 

" Dai's just where you make a our big mistako, Freddy I'm most afraid 
dat *sou are one ob^dosc men who is afraid F'r'aps not for yomself, but 
for your modcr Now, in dis life you must push onwards Dc man who 
clays m one place bccauso he is getting bread, ain't de man who will 
succeed in life Nunno * A man says * Hore I am — a rolling stone gathers 
no moss ' Dai's all right But dat man con keep stationary as long as 
he likes, dough while lie is doing it, lio'e got to hab Ins e}cs open for 
something better He s got to watch, and lie's got to grasp de situation 
A ^nfety match is all right in its wa}, but it ain r t much good in a gale ob 
wmd/ when you hab lost de outside portion ob dat box You tmk you can't 
do do work I shnll require Bor} well, tmk it all along, as much as you 
please, only don't bo so mighty soft as to let me know you tmk it Dere's 
many a man getting two-ficc thousand a year in dis country, who nm't 
worf two hundred 13cry well f Dey ain't honest, you say What's dat 
got to do wid de matter? Dey get dat money because de} hab convinced 
dcmselves dat dey aro worf double, and don doy hab convinced deir 
employers dnt dey arc worf what dey are getting If you'm got bloaters 
to self, it ain't de slightest use to shout out 'Ilotten fish 1 ' Dat ain’t one 
ob mine I link it is one ob Wagglospeare's, or one ob de old writers Dis 
dc place, eh? Well, dey seem to bo large enough to fit dc biggest-smed 
man Dis way to London, old boss f " 

" "Dis gentleman wants a nice suit," observed Pete "Ho prefers some- 
tmg ob a check form, else wid strokes running along it You might just 
show mo a few while you arc running him ober " 

" Certainly 1 Tlus way please " 

Pete seated himself on a stool, and several suits were placed before him 
He shook Ills head gravely at them 

" Dc gontlcman wnnts something business-like," observed Pete " Some- 
ting wid a distinctive pattern m it, dat looks like a flash ob lightning 
running about Do man wonts brightening up Ho ain't got enough 
bounce about him He want6 a bouncing sort ob suit De sort of tmg a 
man wears when ho has backed do wunnor ob de Derby, and bought dat 
suit after he has got drunk on champagne Ho wants a suit dat will show 
odcr people dat dey are sitting on a back seat, and dat do first seats are all 
reserved for Jum I want a mat dat will tone him up Why, dere you are I 
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"Don't ©com to care much for betting on dis game,” observed Pete "I 
seem to be rador too far behind ” 

" " Yon have an easy cannon there 99 
“ M'ycs 1 Dat's so But what is going to follow dat cannon?” 

I'll bot yon ten pounds to five, he beats you ” 

" Don't care for a chance like dat ” 

"Well, I mil bet you thirty pounds to ten, that he beats you, provided 
Ton stake your money with tho marker 99 

f< All right, old boss Ten pounds ain’t so mighty much to lose Dero 
ire my notes 99 

" Well, gentlemen, betting is not allowed, but ” 

"PVaps dat half-sovereign will make it allowed, and wc can keep it 
silent,” said Pete " Now let's liab a little chalk, cos if I don’t run out 
lis time. Jack is 'most bound to next/' 

" I presume yon will try to win/' said Biohards, turning to Jack v 
"Of course I shall Do you take me for a rogue?” retorted Jack "Go 
m Pete «" 

Pete was gravely shaking his head at the balls, and carefully chalking 
die wrong end of his cue, then he chalked his hair a little as he wiped his 
land on it He got the cannon, which was a comparatively easy one, and ha 
.eft the balls in a splendid position Then he went ahead, and when he had 
hade a break of ten, and still Tiad tho balls m an easy position, Bichards 
icgan to get very anxious , 

"You 6ee, Freddy,” exclaimed Pete, "if I win desc thirty pounds I am 
*oing to gib dem to you, and that will be a little off do money Bichard owes 
or your two years’ service ” 

" Go on with your play snarled Bicharda 

" Dere wasn't any stipulation dat I had to hurry,” said Pete, feeling for 
:hc chalk, and rubbing it on the back of Bichards' coat, though he did it 
so gently that tho anxious man did not notice it "I'm going to take my 
me ober dis game, cos Jack is a mighty good player, and he will do Ms 
Desk Now vo go on wid dc break, and I tmk a nice, gentle touch, like so, 
vill woik about it M'yes 1 I -bought it would ” 

Pete seemed to be able to do what he liked with the balls, and what he 
iked was to keep them close togother, so that he could get easy cannons 
Hum ho got on the spot stroke, and Ms play was really grand Time after 
me the red went down, while Ins ball just ran nicely past tho spot, ready 
:or the next stroke, until at last the marker called the score 93-95 
Bichards was desperate now He got behind Pete, who was about to pot 
the led again, and as he appeared to be making tho stroke, Bichards jogged 
113 arm 

Pete winked at Sam as he stopped his stroke in tune, and bringing his 
me backwards, he caught Bichards an awful bang< in the nose with the 
Dutt end Then he potted the red again 
"Ha, ha, ha T Go-bye 1 ” shouted the marker " DG — 95’” 

" Den I tink I hab got a bit ob a chancd,” observed Pete, pretending 
not to notice the thump Bichards had got on the nose " Once more de 
:ed goes in Bery well, dat makes ninety rune, which ain't so mighty far 
iff a hundred Try dis little lot H'yes 1 De white has gone in a a well 
is de red, so dat makes de game Yah, yah, yah r Dis way to London wid 
ie stakes Golly ! Yah, yah, yah 1 Was 'most afraid I wouldn’t win dat 
money for you, Freddy, and seeing dat de old hoss owe© you about ten 
bunco as much, dat would hab been a pity Like to hab anodor bet, 
Bichards? Yah, yah, yoh! Just hark at de man, and I hab only won 
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a game at billiards Put de money in yonr pocket, Freddy, and tort 
look at it as dough it was going to bite your noddle off , _ 

' names I’m Pete, and if you call mo nnyling else, I ''carry vou n 
^ f.ntsh do unnrcmeditat.ed suicide yali, 5 


fim&k " 

" You are i 

15 ^XyatVaiT' Ton make me laugh, old boss Bee bero. rxeoo,,. 
didn't tank I should make dat break I tougkt I would bb ^ f 

pounds to Rickards, aud I would ruder kab burnt a hundred ^ noticed 
dan kab let lum win Jack would kab done ins bost to win, but you nouc 
ko neber played anodcr stroke Now, you ain't to return dat money tcou 
eider dat Richards has boen robbing you all dese years, and do thirty po 
won’t nearly pay you for uhat dat man ought to hnb paid. All do 
will bo somoting towards it, and I order you not to return it I want yonx 
promise on dat point *' „ 

"Why, I shall certainly obey you," said Freddy, "but I don t want yon 
to run any risk ** , * 

"Yak, yak, yah* Neber you mind about my risks, old boss Kicnartw 
ain’t going to consult any bobbies, and if ko docs I shall gib de man in 
custody as a rogue and vagabond I happen to know ko is boi ob dose ~ * 
"You black scoundrel of a nigger, I will bo level with you yet! roared 
Rickards, striding from tho room, while he left Pete shouting with laughter 
and Freddy rather anxious The way Pete was piling money on lnm took 
his breath away Ho even offered Pete the thirty pounds, and mndo that 
worthy laugh louder than ever 1 

** Golly 1 I ain’t taking do old boss’s money 1 Wid you, it is a different 
matter, ’cos he ought to be ashamed ob kabmg paid you fifteen ehilhugs fl 
week for do post two years 
" Shall we commence work now?" 

” Golly 1 What’s do man tanking ob ? Seems to want to work kifl cm- 
plover to death 1 Nunno T It’s a lot too late to co mm ence work T>> 

Tho following morning when Freddy asked if they should commenco work t 
when they had finished a very sumptuous breakfast, Pete said that it was - 
JJ 110 ] 1 ^ 00 and a ^ twelve o’clock ho said it was too near lunchrtium^ 

Freddy tned mm again in tho afternoon, but he said he never worked in the . 
afternoon, and after dinner he told Freddy that ho had better go home, - 
else his mother would be getting anxious 

, r i°^ Fredd 7* * don, t want to oborwork you/' explained Pete / 

But I haven t done any work at all yet M ^ 

" and den de rush will come'" 

But look here, oxolauned Freddy, smiling “If you find tho morning » 
too early to commence work, and you never work in the afternoon, while you 1 
colder tho evening too late to work, and won't work at rnght/when do yon 

•■mi?’* 

" l nmn what Are your favounte hours for worlnno-?” 

Waii n 4 n peafc 8ay7 < Nefe/do SavX f° de eam * to mo for work ' H 

"°ifa Ta ha < y i vow that™ 7 ^ y0H 040 P«t off tiU to-morrow 

along - ' We will gVfor a walk up Wcrt Sd°-” laUghcd Jttck * ” Bnfc ' 001110 ^ 
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IMc was quite agreeable to tins He thought lie might be able to do a 
little dctoctnc work, and he was perfectly right, because during the course 
of (he evening he saw a man moving somewhat mysteriously amongst the 
crowd ’ ' 

"Now don/' murmured Pete, “here's a case straight away Don't you 
sar a word Loo! at dal, now 1 " 

^he man in question was pushing against a woman who was looking at a 
shop window, then ho stepped up to a ncll-drosscd gentleman who had 
stopped to light a a£nr, nnd deliberately pul his hand into that gentleman's 
tail co-t pocket The next moment that mysterious man darted across the 
road, and Pete nearly met his death beneath the wheels of a motor-bus, while 
the rnnn <wcaprd tflic voman rushed to a policeman with the information 
that she had lost her puree 

" He bobby will look after her interests/' observed Pete “Let's come 
and tell do old boss dat he has had his pocket picked, and see if it sur- 
prises him Just look at him mouching along just as dough nuffin had 
happened I can’t link how people can be so stupid It gibes a lot ob work 
to skilful amateur dctectncs Iiallo 1 Dc old boss appears to bo thirsty 

The stranger entered a restaurant, and Pete followed him in 

** Sav, old boss, do you Luov dat vou hnb been robbed 5 '" 

“ Ilobbed f// 

€ * I saw dc thief put his hand into your tail coat pocket, but I 

couldnT catch him I'm mighty certain dat ho robbed you, 'cos he’s robbed 
anodcr old woman 99 

“Tins is awful/* gasped the stranger “It is too dreadful 1 Robbed 1 
T\by, I am ruined* All my money gone 1 I can’t even pay for the 
refreshments I was about to order 1 My pocket-book gone T " 

“ Had you ranch in xt p " 

" Over three hundred pounds It was all the money I had in the world, 
and I was going to put it into the bank to-morrow morning* Tins is too 
cruel It is "very good of you to ba^ taken the trouble to tell me, but I am 
absolutely unable to offer you a reward I must go without the little supper 
I had intended to have I will come in again later on/' added the perturbed 
gentleman, mopping bis brow with his handkerchief, 

** What's your name, old hoss*" inquired Pete 

** Mr James Here is my card, and if you will call at the address in, say, 
a week's time, I hope to be able to reward you for the interest you have 
taken in the matter It is a disastrous one to me — more disastrous than 
words can tell It does seem hard, when a man strives to lead a good and 
honest life, that- M 

“Well, neber mind Tmut dat, old boss 1 " exclaimed Pete "Pm mighty 
sorry for you, and only wish I could hab caught dc thief All dc same, 
seeing dat we are wanting supper, why, we may as well hab it togeder Sit 
down dere ,M 

“ But how can I allow you to pay for mc ? " 

“Dat's ell nght Bring up dc best supper you can, waiter, and derc's 
hnlf-a-crown for yourself If dc supper is t-o my liking, you shall hab anoder 
half-sovereign Hurry up, now l ” 

The supper was to Pete's liking, and ho made .Tames eat a very hearty 
meal 

“It's no good crying ober lost pocket-books, you know, old boss Much 
worse tinge dan dat might happen, and I shall try to detect dat thief, I 
should know do man anywhere ** 

“I scarcely know how to thank you for your kindness, my dear fellow 
It is certainly a large loss to me, under special circumstances You see, X 
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^ ”"** f cncd jZ) X '“'*p‘ a Pc'S" ect f™ “* ' 

P “ S “""rt «■» inner dooricj 
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“'Ha, ha, fia T No Oh, dear no 1 I don't think it was at ail true v * 
"Well, I reckon when I have an important case in the detection line, I 
shall employ Pete/' said Sam fr I must say his deductions are remarkably 
correct You will make a young fortune as a* detective, Pete I don t 
bUppose that watch and chain cost much more than fifty guineas ,J ' 

"Ha, ha, ha 1 Then there are the five pounds Pete kindly gave the 
detected one," said Jack " We must add the cost of this supper Suppose 
you pay for it, Pete?" 

" I ain't got any objection to dnt, and Golly 1 How did I cut de side 

□b my coat like dat, now?" 

"Ha, ha, ha^ It is lucky you have not lost your pocket-book — the one 
you took the five-pound note from, you know 
" But I hab lost it. Jack »" 

* Ha, ha, Jia f How much was there in it?" 

"I tmk 'bout a hundred, or 'bout two hundred pounds '* 

" Ha, ha,* ha * It's lucky you hadn't much in it 
"He hasn't improved your coat either in cutting it out 1 " said Sam 
"I wish you wouldn’t guffaw like dat, Sammy It upsets my nerves 
Besides, dere's nuffin at all to laugh at I can't tmk how people can be so 
rtupid as to laugh at nuffin 

" I reckon there are few detectives with an experience much longer than 
fours who could have worked a case more cleverly," said Sam u It is true 
fie‘ thief gave you every facility to detect him I wonder if they take 
lotectives m the British Museiim p If so, Pete ought certainly to go as 
me of the finest specimens m the world 
" I was just wondering how much his out-of-pocket expenses will come to 
n the year," said Jack " So far they have only Como to about three 
lundred pounds, but perhaps that is only because he has been at it a couple 
>f days Ha, ha, ha 1 If his profits are anything like lus expenditure, they 
mght to be onormous f " ✓ 

"You pay do supper bill. Jack, and shut up I suppose I hab got to 
lear 'bout dat man's dishonesty for de next six months^ I shall detect dat 
nan yet, and when I do, I shall gib him such a mighty clump dat he will 
vifch himself into de middle ob next week But, .see here, boys, we hab got 
lib address Is dat far from hero. Jack? ' 

“ Oh, no 1 Quite close Do you think you will be able to detect him 
here?" 

“ Suttmly f Why not. Jack?" 

" Well, you mentioned to him that you were an amateur detective, and he 
?ould scarcely give Ins correct address to such a keen man Ha, ha, ha 1 
le might think you would come and detect him 
" I do wish you would stop dat guffaw* Jack You can see quite well dat 
do people m dis place don't like it " 

f j[ reckon there's one person who does not like ut," said Sam " I think 
you would do bottei if you started detecting haystacks, or something 'that 
could not move about He has m&db a fool of your coat, too 
"I nober cared much for dat coat, Sammy " 

** I reckon you will caie less for it now It looks as though he had been 
trying to cut your heart out Fancy the daring of the man, actually robbing 
such a keen dctoctiVC I don't know how much you deducted concerning him 
but" ho appears to haVe deducted a good lot from you It's a mighty great 
consolation that ho did not make up his mind to steal your hat ana boots, 
and it would have been sadder still if he had stolen your head without 
your knowing it. You see, it would have been rather startling if you had 
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"I reckon there's no doubt about that, and, after all, she's not bad- 
'okmg I don't believe she is ranch more than fifteen years oldei than 
cie, and I feel perfectly certain that he would make her a land husband " 

"Young man T " exclaimed a woman's voice at Pete's back " Can ” 

" Woohooh yelled Pete, bolting down the street at sprinting pace 
"Can you tell me where I can get a 'bus for Hammersmith?" added the 
quirer of Jack, who gave her the necessarj information 
' Hn, lia, ha 1 I hope she calls as sho said she would," exclaimed Jack 
It will put Pete off his idiotic idea of detecting crimes Wc have 
ightcned him, Sam, tins time Ho will fOol away thousands, if wo don't 
op him somehow I'll ^ust go book ondrash her to breakfast, and mention 
Lsually that Pete is a millionaire " 

And this is exactly what Jack did, then he and Sam made their way to the 
)tel, and Tom informed them that Pete had not come in, and that he was 
>fc coming in that night " 

This last information caused Jack and Sam to try Pete's door It was 
eked Tom explained that bed-room doors were always kept locked, but, 
ifortnnately for Pete, they heard Rory sniffing beneath that door, and 
ey formed their own conclusions 

"Ha, ha, ha 1 Let the beauty be," exclaimed Jack "He will lia\e to 
ce the music to-morrow morning at breakfast If I know anything of 
rs Sarah Burns " — this was the name of the violent lady — "she will turn 

i to-morrow morning to see if she can get any more money out of 
" 

As a rule, when Pete went to bed, he lighted his pipe, shut his eyes, and 
rat to sleep wxll within five minutes, but that night ho smoked three pipes, 
id burnt a hole in the bedclothes with a match, before he succeeded in 
‘opping off However, ho slept till the morning, and then the weight of 
re fell upon him -with all its force 

" I wash I had ordered my secretary to come here earl}," growled Pete 
I hah do feeling dat Jack and Sammy hab landed me wid a nice ting dis 
me I wish doy wouldn't play deir practical jokes If dere any practical 
kes required I am quite competent to play dern I feel like de man must 
cl who is goiug to bo arrested for debt* and it's mighty awful Wonder if 
could sneak out, and Woohooh 1 What's dat?" 

" It's me, sir — Toni There's an old geyser called to see yon I told her 
m would not be back for three weeks " 

" Yah$ yah, yah 1 Dat’s a smart lad What did she say"'" 

"That she would wait the three weeks " 

"Golly 1 Ain't dis mighty awful What did she do, don?" 

"Started waiting her three weeks, sir Slio'a dono about ten minutes of 
era, and she wants to know the number of your room '* 

“I dunno what I hab dono to deserve all dis What's de number ob 
ck's room?" 

“ Twenty-four " 

" Gib her dat number " 

Ha, haj ha 1 Ho you don't, you beauty, came a voice that Pete had no 
fficulty in recognising as Jack's Twenty-one is the number she wants, and 
at is the number that she is going to get " 

“ Well, tell her dat I hab a bad attack ob melancholia maximiferous, and 
,t it's frightfully catching, den come and tell me if she's gone " 

Perto waited for about three minutes in anxiety, then he gave a spasmodic 
art ' 

"Pete, my dear, I am so sorry that you are ill I am accustomed to 
using I nursed my dear husband for- 1 — 
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"I shall followyou all over London i but what I will find that nigger l* 1 
“ Will you? Well, wo will see about that Has Pete really gone out. 
Tom?” 

' “ He has so, sir I thought he would havo brought the house down the 

wav ho laughed at you ” 

Jack led Tom out of the room 

f *Do you know where he is going* Tom? 53 he mquirod 
“Yes, sir J Bhtish Museum ” 

ff All right Just order a hansom, and toll the driver to take us there 
Tell him that I will pay him double faro if he drives quickly, then come 
into the room and nod to me I shall understand Keep Bory for the day 
He will be all right with you* and there are five shillings for your trouble ” 
-Then Jack re-entered the room, and Sarah eat herself m an easy-chair and 
looked more determined than ever* while Bichards looked furious because 
such company was in the room, for however much of a lady Sarah might 
have been, she did not impress her listeners with the fact by continually 
mentioning it 

In a few minutes Tom returned, nodding and grinning 
“Come along, Sam 1 We will spend the day looking about, and it is not 
at all improbable that we shall meet Pete ” 

“Then I will follow you J ” declared Sarah, springing up, and striding 
after them to the door, but frhen she saw the cab she looked rather blank* 
She certainly had no intention of spending money in cab fares, but she had a 
last string to her bow '“ Where are you going, cabman?” she demanded 
To the north-east of Pans,” answered the driver* winking at Jack 
“ The gentlepmn want to seo Frenchmen eat frogs ** If you sit on the step 
PJI drive you in the same direction 

And the last they saw of Sarah was striding along the muddy street, for 
it was raining hard 

“Well, I reckon we have got nd of her,” exclaimed Sam “But the 
worst of it is Pete will have the laugh at us I wish she had forced her way 
intohis bed-room to do a little sick nursing ” 

“She's too awful,” laughed Jack “I shall, not forget that breakfast in a 
hurry And I tell you what it is, Sam, I am not going to play any more of 
those practical jokes on Pete He has turned the tables on us this time 
with a vengeance ” 

'They had scarcely entered the Museum when they heard Pete's shout of 
laughter * 

“ Yah, yah, yah 1 How did you enjoy your breakfast, boys? You do make 
me laugh wid your silly ways, I must say ” 

You will get turned out, if you make that row here,” said Sam 
’ “If doy don't allow laughing in^de building we ain't got to talk about 
Sarah — yah, yah, yah 1 — 'cos I know I shall laugh if I tink 'bout dat woman 
and your breakfast ” 

“ Disgraceful noise that nigger is making,” exclaimed an elderly gentle- 
man to his wife They looked like a couple up from the country for the 
day “If he does not stop it, I shall complain to the officials ” 

“Ha, ha*, ha! Haw, haw, haw f Hurrah 1 ” came a howling voice, ap- 
parently from, the complaining gentleman 

“Joseph, my dear,” exolaimechtho lady, “Ihm surphsod ” 

"So am I, my dear,” exclaimed Pete “ You ain’t got do right to guffaw 

like dat, Joseph And hero comes an official to tell -you Hurrah ! 

Hurrah ! Old King Cole was a merry old soul Ha, ha, ha !” 

4 “You must not make„that noise here,” cried the outraged official, 

“Pm not 'making any noise And ” 
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<f Yes, you arc And if von do it again you will bo turned out/ 1 answered 
tlio official, striding away in n most indignant manner 
‘‘I tough l you were making too much noise, Joseph/' &aid Pete 
ff I will not stand this insolence, Mary*' declared Joseph 4t I will ^4 
the black scoundrel in custody 1 Ho^ dare a mgger talk to a pcntlemax 
that road?” bh fa 

“It's downright shameful ns a Indy can't come to a public placet 
amusement without being insulted by a parcel of niggers They ought tid 
^ creatures in tlic place 1,1 declared Maty f 

y ° U ^° mo , a l on £*” mnghed Jack, dragging him away 4f Joseph 
will get angry directly " J I 

tako ™ uch interest in the things lie had been there befort, 
on the looV onf 0 ? 10 t* 101 " 0 that morning becauso lie 1 new the place lie 'fry 
’ fccbn ? M,lMcnl lhnl he ' ould go (O look At to 
with his vcntnloqnjsm ° rC "° U d ^ a g °° d c W ortmil< J r to Imc a little to 

lns'oofntioTi J n ^a Ph 0(11110 I\ P *■? thc , mammy, cIo*o to where Pete had taken -j> 
wnssomtont on the SSj JoSCph d d " 0t DOtlCC llls ,atc bccaU = 5h ' 

hmt 1 n n bU t £ r7n n d d ?h f rTtw h Mc ' a,mc . d ^“*7 "To think that was a real 

“ifl K i , ]t has bcon dcad for thousands of years «" 
wife whenover thero° wvf n^n « bn J’” ? a,d Joseph, who hied to correct fo« 
the mummy could liavo been I 3^ MBtlj ’' ?j tbou Ph he did not explain 
wonderful part about it , 0 °?!! /t Ca< ? *T orc ^ lnn thousands of venr^ 
dn^ ” *° ^ink that you and ino will be like that oni 

mummy ^ CVCr h**/ 1 came a loice, apparently from 

JWoofcoo^ yon^ Joseph ; ^ 

" W^rdln’t yoTtS ln,k,n ? to ^u, Toseph <” 

I’m dead >” 7 to Josc P h feomclnncs, old lad) 5 JPonT bo jealotia 

telling her not to bo sill^fcrattherlf f; "i r i y To-eph rushed after her, 

Sot array from tho place ’ 11000 C0Ud not bc n doubt t lint ho was" glad i° 

Golly! Do’s telhng c7 tobbv^nT^ /" m d at timc > hoys I” exclaimed Petd 
Jack and Sam had n <1 U £ al)on t »t *" 

P 1 " 0 , 0 ,*^ 0 hotter it would be a Q nd a wb h ° f?° ncr thoy got Peto awav from.' to 
l\F alton g to commence rvmU U him that hfs secretes; 

cv l Z the i? saw was a four-wheeler 1, n^ ° wos 1 Ulto "willing to go < Th fe 
, they alt jumped into it, and JapV nnd as 4 Jt ' vns now nuning border thsc 
h m not Proceeded vok l r If w tbc dm « the address 
considerably startled his conJ-ndL^ ^ Pcto stored a sudden yell, which 
“•7° leapt from they knew what was to 

risk and seized James round the 1^7 d l hrou Sh tho traffic at considerabls 
» a doorway, and uott^U^ i J® to had eanghfc sight of the n#* 

cab bun m hfs arms, and bore him 

not tronhur* 0 ? 01 tbo horses hoofs n, i„ L 1Dto miry street, and WOj 
wiT v eithor d «l tho lanffusn hl ??, A htlIc thing like this did 

direction ni^ 000 ^ a t ru gghug burden^? °t the driyere as he stopped thre 

lu to? " 
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Nunno 1 You wouldn't >” 

I have an appointment to keep 

Yes Dat's what I noticed We'm going to keep it 


Nice day, ain't 


-"I will trouble you to explain your conduct You have evidently made 
ome mistake ” 

“ Dat's so I made a miglity big mistake last night, one way and 
noder n 


f I assure you that you are making a mistake now It would appear from 
our extraordinary conduct that you are mistaking me for someone else It 
3 a very strange thing, but this is not the first time that I have been mis- 
oken for another man lately l£ appears that I have a double m the West 
Ind It is not very pleasant, either However, as I firmly believe that it 
j a pure mistake, why, I am ready to overlook it ” 

" Now, dat's mighty kind ob you, old hoss 1 My friends here will bo able 
i tell you how like you are to a man named James v> 

" My name is Jackson Here is my card I have letters in my pocket 
[lowing who I am See here 1 ” 

" Look at dat now exclaimed Pete, handing an envelope to Jack. 
Tink you know dat address. Jack?” 

Yes It is not far from Bedford Square ” 

"Well, I may as well keep do envelope, and I shall bo able to call one ob 
ese days, and tell you how sorry I am dat do mistake has occurred In de 
lean time, as you ain't m any hurry, why, we may as well hnb a nice little 
motogedcr" 

"Where are you going?' 9 

in my 

"Well, dat couldn't well bo 1 ” exclaimed Pete "You see, de man you 
re so like is named James, and while I was trying to detect a thief, I lost 
ic or two little object® ” 

" You have caused me to lose my hat, and ” 

"I don't tink dat will matter l r ah, yah, yah 1 After what is going to 
ippen dis morning, I dont' tint your hat would hab been ob do slightest 
?e to you Yah, yah, yah 1 Makes mo laugh when I link ob it You'm a 

md-temperod man, old hoes, else you would hab called de police to ” 

" I dom t want to get you into trouble, and ” 1 

" Kiss him. Jack, for being so land-hearted Do dear old hoss don't want 
1 get me into trouble Yah, yah, yah 1 Dat's de best one on do face ob do 
irth 1 Kunno, Jackson Don't you worry 'bout dat Dcre ain't de 
ightest chanco ob getting rao into trouble I wouldn't like you to worry 
mrself 'bout dat Oh, here we are 1 I rador fancy do jolting has made 
m feel seasick, Jackson You see, it is dis way A lady friend ob mine 
3S here Her name is Sarah Burns Wo hab travelled a bit, and you can 
ways read zn travels dat when you are attacked by wolves, or tings like 
it, de best ting to do is to frow out peoplo you don't want to do wolves, and 
iy eat dem instead ob you Now, I hab been attacked by a tigress, and 
m going to frow you to her, and let her devour you instead ob dis child 
mplo little arrangement dat !” 

"I suppose you have kidnapped mei” gasped the now terrified man "I 
ill give you ten pounds to let me go — a hundred I I roll give you three 
mdred pounds to let mo go, and 

"Wait here, cabby," said Pete, picking James up in his arms "I shall 
b you five pounds for your job, and it will take you best part ob de day. 


mce sort ob day, am t itr 
" This is really extraordinary behaviour 1 
fe *” 


J never met you before 


26 


PETE THE DETECTIVE, 


< j *r* 

Gib him half-a-eobcrcign, Jack, to show Ium dat wo arc honest, 'cos I dart 
link we’m going into such a mighty honest house I m going to work ofi d* 
homeopathic cistern, dat like cures like, and I'm going to let Sarah v»f 
anoder thief who has de misfortune to look like James Dm way to Londos," 
old hosa 1 * 

Sarah opened the door, and she started back as Fct-c carried his burfri 
into her back sitting-room - 

Come in, boys,” exclaimed Fete, '‘and shnt and lock do door, Sarah, 
c & eDt ^ eman 6 uomo is Jackson, and he bb^ somewhere abmti 
cafora Square He has de misfortune to be sometmg like James, and X 
5* „ t F r *1* ^ otl mi £kt hab a word to say to him I know how you argued 
a ™ h ° you tought was James's fnend, and it seem* to 

resembles 1 ** dat ^ 8b ° Uld argUC ll ™ d a rann ** ho 50 cta5s *Jj 

a »M Sd ’ 1 mm ym U ““ 1 “* 

■whiter Irhftelfer V M1 ? Sarah, and her nostrils expanded, nnd pal., 

a straight line ** ^ 0t 6trai ^ fc enotI gk for Euclid to lmvc declared then. 

« iKlftlfr” ° f 1 ? cchn i f l 1,18 » a “dladv, ma'am, and *’ L 

Bho let herself^ro *“*?'?& hcr nQ5V ” y^Ucci Scnli, nnd Ut» 

“ Yah, X mh l- h^iL Ca ^° r J “ k f on ' *ft hko 3 van 

Yah, vah 1 ’Scuw mo hn?W le * ® linking ob anoder fight* Tah, 
tion ob kuowm" dat von irf T0U ’ ? ac ^ Bon you hnb got-dc consol^ 

much hho him'° Yah^vab vaht'^T^ s “ cl1 a ,ot °b pain by being so, 

Jack and Sammv 1 1 m ashamed ob you, laughing nt do man 

Jackson*” 7 iah * ^ Dm is no laughing matter, is it 

if he picas C3, tatho^arn<?nffh??k n £ hls cliaractcrs make coarse remark*,' 
endeavour to fully describe Xt ^1,®°”™° thlD e* * hunwlf Yet, m out 
to bo excused happening to Jack&on, wo must beg', 

flooT with ** * 

character— but ho was scratched 0 P^aps, with Sarah's determination ef 
P'L to V 1 * an d bis clothes were also fr,™* 11 c °7 cr Dm face was scratched , 
hl “ up, and she seemed to li ?. Sarah appeared to bo deternnurd 1 
minutes Jackson was W -m the TCt Y ^ ell Within three 8 

voice, and Sarah was fitting on ki v yelling murder at the top of bis 
in o«« r?° mg £ l03e 0UX repltahon bv ™i mctu P hor M intended here We 
the tbi^fcP Skc 17118 actually Eittinpwin «?*!? 1150 of tlT0 C0arflC expression*, 
SJSg f oso was that hil^mZi 0 * f at t man ’ and where Hie pathos of 
resembled James t._. nam ° was Jack*™ But then> yo £ sce> fo 


1116 4 aroso was thathi/ nam^ ° n tllat mar 

° «. towASS 6 r “‘ 01 * p 0 ’” 1 

d? ^IdS.?™;.’''^ "^WMajyS fS*)??*** 

Sk l w.Ss«' £?■ *? stssa^f*. E ;;^> SAS, «** ». w 

cracked makes do Bame rp4^^ nou ^ 1S as as a feast! 1 I 

SjfebS t° r T not °^r X w^dor he 

am 1 ! had defca^fc^ James i will admit dat^ ^ t Jackfi011 * ^ho has ^ 

** Ko yro Tvon't 7 e , wl M consider dis rr!i^ a5 en °wgh, eben if h* 

owes mZarilZ J$ ate ? Sar ^- ''Thnt Zf mg ad Journel"' 'V- 

for him again V* t mrLn P a J 3 mo tun pounds as^h® 
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, r Tne>scm said notlung, but ho ceased howling murder, sot up, and handed 
] c lufnnatcd Sarah two of Pcto's flve-poUnd notes, and Pete said 
Where does do detective come in?” 

** Git ,M said Sarah 

Would not Jackson haro loved to "git ” Ho would undoubtedly hove 
•t immediately had not Pete seized lum round the waist and got him 
\dcr his left arm, where he lay absolutely helpless 

Yah, yah, yah r ” roared Pete " De man looks like a blackbird dat has 
* fighting a cat in do rain 1 Yah, yah, yah 1 'Souse me laughing at you, 
**Y poor old boss, but you really look mighty dilapidated You 'pear to 
a wash and brush up, and 1 tank you had better get Sarah to mend 
>ur clothes Good-bye, my dear You ain't made such a bad ting out ob 
mea Jackson, who don't know each oder You trot along wid mo, Jack- 
n, and I will tako \ou to your peaceful home 1 ” 

Jackson said he was quite willing to let the matter end there, and 
though ho had been brutally treated and robbed of ten pounds, that ho 
Duld<not prosecute Pete if he let him go Pete said that ho rather bked 
i mg prosecuted, and ho stuffed the damaged man into the cab, then got in, 
Jiile Ins comrades followed him 1 v 


, CHAPTER 4 

(3to Detects a Little— How Ho Tracked tho Thief— Pct6 Worko His 
r Cletcm — A PI^Ht With a Flnloh. 


P ETE had given the grinning driver the address he wished him to go 
to, and away they rattled, the captive protesting all tho timo 
x " You still go on waiting, old boss exclaimed Pete " And 

you come wid mo, Jackson 1 I will carry you under my arm, m ease 
m feel like running away’” 

'"Is that man hurt?” demanded a constable, striding up 
" Now ain't dat a silly question to ask, Robert 9 ” exclaimed Pete "Does 
3 look os dough ho v,as hurt? Can't you see his nice, tidy state?” 

"What are you doing with him?” 

" Dc man must bo blind, as well as stupid v ' exclaimed Pete " Can't you 
c dat I'm carrying hira ? I'm detecting do man, and I suppose dis is de 
roper way to do it NoV, you buzz off, and sec if you can detect cooky and 
e meat pie 

“I'll run you in if you talk to me liko that 1 ” , 

49 Yah, van, jah 1 You'm a funny old boss', too 1 Go and lass cooky, gib 
er my lub, and tell her she's to gib you a nice, solid pie, wid plenty ob 
rust and gravy ! Dis way to London v 

Tho door of the house, which was let off m tenements, was open, and Pete 
irried his burden m, then slammed tho door in tho constable's face 
44 Now den, Jackson, which is your room?'* 

On the top floor Lot mo walk ” 

" Nunno 1 You ain't going to walk till I hab taken you to your konnel ! 
don't know dat you are staying hero to begin wid Como on, hoys ! De 
;aircaso ain't as broad as it might bo Knocked your head, did I? Well, 
at doesn't mattcrP* 

Pete earned his prisoner to tho top of tho building The door of the 
>om was locked, but ho opened it with his shoulder 

The apartment was small* and miserably furnished ( as a bed and sitting- 
wni combined - » 

"Shut do door, Jaok/'^ exclaimed Pete, "and put your back against itl 
want to hab a litfclo conversation wid Jackson, James, and Company* Sit 
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on do bed, old hoss, and I will bold your band, *cos I'm a bit of a Uni- 
reader, bcBidcg being an amateur detcctno Now, wc*tn got to detket 
case betweon Us In do first place, I was robbed by a man named Jtuntf 
a gold watch, a piece ob chain, and a lot ob haul -notes I kab an Hen 
do watch is here, and do same remarks apply to dc bank-notes* 
opinion on do matter?" “ 

felt the gnp on his hand sloulv tightening, until it became tttv 1 
i ant * wore ^ °f J t that it still continued to tighten v * 
nothing about the matter*" declared James "l ~ woohek ^ 

“ you focli ng veil, m J dear old boss*" 
ion hav n nearly crushed my hand 1 " ^ 

Look at dnt, now 1,1 

noUune C0DCCrn Yor-vah' OS, 

bovr^ C Dn^mfJ 0 ’^boolt'’’ observed Pete " And I tell von what it* 
eaf it u dis ««!? ^ Iiand obcr a!I 110 moftc Y be stole irom me T 

work for do Jr? Jj° n n Cnrc '? ^ar your gtfo»»« >bo«t my «W*“> 
able to guffaw so 7^ f n ,? ,C * $ oi dc nionev back vou -won’l 
breakfast wid Sni-Vh Ud -r y e P c ^ nii P~poh, vah, jah' — as vou liad to i 
nin t dat woman n ^ n . mc * ^°bu Jackson Stmff, -Brown, Stoll* 

nt mo Yon’m trot tn rJi Cn * lt i°? 5 0I ', lt am ' t nn J' vw-w«»« 

liad yonr mmisLraenf f °f k < f ut , d , afc m°nov I ehnll consider dot you ta 

pnnmWMt at mV Jnd nT}? , hands ^ a Jb° *«« «ll £<* ° wf 

dat watch back md nil d ^ Ut dat bond doesn’t let go ob yours till I P 
my poor old boss ob course dnt D,Q a James stole from me 

bimouse you sar'so nnd l P know you ain’t got anyting to do wid J« ’ 
couldn’t speak nnvtmg but dfuSf *° r ° 3S ° n dat a lrcwftl1 mm hl ° ^ 

as .?j to ^ TD bnn another' g^p Wl!I you 8cttIc tllc fot ” yelled J 

“ da sUgbtMt°Sim r for S mr e an«?, bcry cIo,el y •” observed Pcto ’‘3 »» 
So long as you gib me ds U w ®° 7 0M '" n ' t do cniuw to burr 
Now, you’m going to return do Z ^°^° r< k^ u o'clock to-night, dat will ^ 
it mended, and nfl de money dat dc f P lcco T of cluun so na I can ha 
but you m going to hand do n-lmln stole I dunno how much d 
re^hero fell you do Do you agreVtota" bk^m?» d y ° U ' m e ° H 

'f?i< jj2 J°« « a ay burry, boys?" 

^ E ct bis property back ^n ,vas Tnt ber interested to 

SJf J? and bad” the oonvictaon tW ^ 0W that h « haA "P b 
lt; bf be did not band over the l,' at Jamca would bare a very voiij, 
Berry well, den Semm/ , toe money J ' . 

doT^ 6 * ?*h 8 °5 S ? ln beepfng dat ^tibb^ ° n f °' cloci: exolaimed Pet 

fe ^ aDd 111111 do five pounds I tlU t011 Jurt *vou 1 

rfee 8 ^? b an att °adant is dis nWo rf ^ blm ’ Jack > and 600 11 d6 T e 
«V7 h ^ are you , baaing at’» P 11 dorc IS * send de object up -Kb 

:f «. • •- 

Use your own five pounds P’ „ 

^bty deaf all ob a sudden “ ' v cd Pete 
No, I am not deaf. I was only thinking— 


am 


^You seem to hab k 
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" Don’t tty to do it, Jack Wid a brain hkc yours, dc strain would be 
jo much on it Ton would go and addle do ting, or elso do it some odor 
vjury, dough I ninT at all certain dat you could do any harm to a brain 
1 e yours J> 

“ Wdl it would scarcely be equal to yours for detective work," laughed 
nek, leaving the room And presently ho returned with a sharp-looking 
td, who informed Pete Hint his name was Jim 

41 &ee here, Jim v * cvchmned Pete " 0 are going to stay here for some 

ttlo time, and we are mighty hungn Tink you could hnb dinner sent 
aro 

" fcurc I can — tf you pay for it in advance They used to send it across on 
redit, but Uiey f vc had enough of that ** 

44 Yah, ynh, yah f M’yes ' We will pay m advance Now what sort ob 
inner do you link " 

‘It’s boiled beef, to-day Talers in their skins, carrots, bread, and 
iet) pluggcrs If you hn\c a big plate. Hint mil cost )ou a bob—small 
late, tcnpencc If it will run to a big plntc, I would advise you to have it, 
os you get more for youi mone) 0 
** Yould )on like a plate, yourself, Jim P " 

" I should so " 

** Den order ten big plates, free small bottles ob ale, and a bofcHa 
j ginger-beer — for yourself, dat last is Dcrc's a sovereign to pa) for it, 
ad you can keep do change Hurry tip, ’cos wc'm hungry r " 

'* Do you want the ten plates sent nil at oncc ? ” 

"Dey can send dem in two lots if dey like It doesn’t matter, so long as 
iy keen dem hot Don't forget de dumplings Buzz ofT 1 " 

" Well, )ou arc a brick *" exclaimed Jim 

In about firo minutes' tunc Jim brought up three plates, and said he would 
ring up the rest 

" Keep dem hot till I nng dc bell, Jim, and you start on your little lot 
ow den, bovs, start away f " 

“ Where is mine"" growled James That dinner looked and smelt good, 
id he was very hungr) 

"You don't want any, old boss," answered Pcto "Goll) r Dis is prime 
>cf , too r " * 

" Yes, I do r " declared James* " And what xs more, I intend to hare some, 
ren if I have to pa> for it m)self f " 

"You ain't going to hab any ting to cat, I tell you Jim, order " ' 

" You ain't going to order him anytiug, Jim," said Pete 
“ That's good enough for me ? " exclaimed Jim M Jest you ring when you 
ant the next up 93 

tf We will use your bed for de seating part ob dc business exclaimed 
etc " You stand m dat corner, and don't you dare to move, else you wall 
it a clump ober de napper dat will remind you ob Sarah " 

"I must have food " ^ 

fr You won’t hab any for days and days I am going to starvo you mto 
ibnussion You can get do aid ob do police, if you like, and den you know 
irfoctly well what will happen Now take )our choieo " 

" If I givo you a hundred pounds " 

4r l ain’t transacting auv business till I hab finished dis little snack 1 " 
jelared Pete, who soon ordered up three more plates Jack and Sam could 
anage no more, so Pete ordered Jim to help himself to a second plate, and 
ing up the other two, and os he finished them off, James made some mastv 
marks concerning his appetite Ho pointed out that Pete could not 
wsibly have required all that, and that ho yvas nothing mor e than a 
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to bavo CAten ll > lamnap that be-James-was 

«Vai, * _ . 


Hungry “ 

oWmdS wt'S ° 3 ^l bc ,n days’ tuna, old tic* 

" I will Bin von n , ^’ mn ° ’ You stand where you ut&\ 

;;it «fc T 5tc d ” undrcd poimds 10 notcs t0 — ” 

<f An^i* ^ow much do you vant 5 *” *1 

"P» -I- colour. umrfPrtu 

■■ i»5s2sjg , £s2 , * rt '™ l ^ a ^ 

“**■ “* B “"; 

Pct-e caught it and i ^ amc£ > Pete's po^t-book at ^ 

: 'nKS vl?Fv“ »pA” ■ w,u ‘ to ° ^ i -" ,ch " 

But seeing dat I value dafcSch dcrc ’ 6 nn cnd ob de “** 

toss comes heavy Jack m rt morc dan m m dii pockct-1>ooi, ▼fcj 

mo do Cham Well, JacPand Satl^ T ,ny b wM«r and Sammy t . 
poor tings Still, I aU ^ g «» t got much 'detective inte^ 

lal«ahi ble r V ^ U0 on anyling derail.* ™ b ° °£ fn0nd3 - and it follows dfi 
bel v V f dcmscl ™ Hoi, %?* T ,?*»** dat, dey were 
if Simi d i? co , nt ' cnf - fi ob da pochct-lvJfi ^ ain 1 £ 01n £ to get dom hack. ‘1 
back m Y bas loft ftn v on— dat 1 do cJi °ne oh your shirt-butt , 

trrvofewi^ ou Tnust admit dat jnmrw w ^h and portion ob dc rV 

I gabo him Y « U bab £ ofc to consider daTr” 5 ^ >uniabment for do mhmior “ 
Be^ well ® v fi W“* aoS beSf r ^ £ ° rt ob kjnd to him. nnd „ 

s -a i# ■“= 

« ISiJ® be ^ d Ifc ” y P° ssces ‘on, and do piece ob v 

,. *L wu you I Cannot jnve tw *. 

~ 5 en dere wdl bo nn£w tb °“_ to yoB 


Jar ni^nSFia? — ■ 

r ? e?d n at y waS^ C * J 03111101 f* 

^‘Fool i Hon- Mn j lou don t leabo my .sight 

^ » OeUct 

PgII 60 *mw do man ^ V 

' It IS ampo^ibl^r 110 height it » 


<r 4lupo«SlDle— — - tf It ' 

. Bere’s muffin’ in dis i,r„ 
at all sure dat dey ai^t f lm P°»ublc, ’sc on f m 

I tell yon •* nn possible NnfF Km^p?^ >ow dor ashes, and I ; 

“ Null said i” aia 

S?- teTea ^-“ 
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u Lury * Will you listen to ” 

*' Nuff said 

<r Sir, I appeal to you exclaimed James, turning tb Jack " This 
gger .« 

"Well/' interposed Jack, "it is perfectly useless fdr you to appeal to 
0 My fnend Pete has fully made up his mind to recover the watch and 
tain It amuses me considerably, and I am interested to sec whether ho 
11 succeed I have my doubts, but of this I have no doubt you will 
thcr go to prison for a long term, or you will restore his property, unless 
►u choose to starve Pete is a determined man, when he makes up his 
md, and I am absolutely certain that he has made it np now Finish the 
gumeut with lum I have nothing to do with the matter And even if 
thought vou had been sufficiently punished, which I do not, I could no 
ore influence that calm black beauty than could Sam, or you, or the 
►hccmaii 

"Listen to me, Pete," exclaimed James ff I vow ” 

"Huff said t" 

tx But do bo reasonable I- ” 

€t Nuff said V 9 

cr Wdl, I will go out and try ” 

" Null said 

Argument with ’Pete undJr thefee circumstances was absolutely out of the 
icstion He only had one answer, and that was, " Nuff said 1 ” 

James tried lam till seven o'clock that night, and he got the same answer 
got frightfully monotonous to Jack and Sam, but they wanted to see if 
ite would gam his end Pete ordered up tea but he would not allow 
ones to have a mouthful Then there was a slight diversion The man 
10m Pete Iind soon steal the old lady's purse entered the room, accom- 
mied by three ruffianly-looking fellow^ 

u Now, then, you demon !' cried James, springing to their aide ff We aie 
^ to three, and we mean to make a fight of it .. You hand me back that 
6 ner, or it will be the worse for you v * 

''Ain't dose frightful odds, now?^ exclaimed Pete~ ft Still, I dare say we 
all bo able to manage someting wid dem Come on, old hosses, 'cos I 
n't going to hand back auytmg " 

The comrades went m with a rush Pete caught James one between the 
es that put him out of the fight, for lie had no intention of rising with 
e chance of receiving a second blow like that The others fought for a 
\v minutes, but both Jack and Sam floored their men, and then the rest 
Lve m, refusing to fight any more 

"In dot case, all ob you will buzz off wid de exception ob James I hab 
mo work for dat man to do You see, lie has stolen my watch and chain, 
id he's got to gib dem back to me, else dene will be trouble m dis world ' 
The gang slunk away, and James made an effort to follow them, but 
ite seized him , 

" I want dat watch back before you leave my sight/' said Pete " I don t 
0 de good ob all dis detective work if I hab got to lose my property ober 
Yah, yah, yah 1 I tink you'm going to get some black eyes " 

" Demon ! ^Don't I-tell you that you cannot have your watch back? I 
tve sold it " - „ . - ~ 

"Bery well We T m going to desman you sold it to, oriels e wo are going 
de pohco-station " 

"If I give you his name and address, will you let me go? ' 

" Suit inly not 1 How am I to tell dat name and address are correct? 
anno 1 You hab taken me m once, but you won't find it so mighty easy 
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to do it a second time Load dc way, now, mid if you don’t lead ^ lfll 
right direction, I shall lead you straight to do solicitation " £ 

James saw that Pete meant what he said, and after a little hesitation 
descended the stairs, uhilo Pete held him bv the nrro } J 

“We cannot walk through the streets like Him/* said James " Itckttl 
my am, and I promise not to attempt to escape/’ J 

”1 ain’t taking vour promise Yon arc coming like dis, and I 
Ionbe go ob you till I take bold ob dat watch and dih in —least, if I do 1 
shall get Jack or Sammy to hold you What’s ue man s name to 
you sold do watch and chain? * 

Alfred Rich It is not far from here, hut I tell you that von will 
get it back again " 

Wo shall see about dat I ain’t been an amateur detective for twhfw 
days widout learning someting ” v 

hn J V'//, u 7f} l 1 ' 170 donc remarkably veil for n. start,” stud Sam ,r T« 
have detected that your watch has been stolon ” 

detective 8 ' * U U ^’ an ^ don’t you be jealous just because you nuiH 1 

boon .I 60 ^ 011 ^ don ^ want to be if the poor brutes get robbed like you tot 
shop ln8, / n ' d ^'T' ^,°PP ID g nt a small second-hand clothe 

link >t „ % pta,' “a S'.!' -1 «r n» ”■» 

wnsa' n T 1 ". 1 ? 17,1,1 ' vftu,(1 ffn . “P nnytliuifp P 

taken the expression on Inn r° l a » ol>t tll ’ rt y> end no one eonld have mil 
^looked keenly a t tbo^wmfndoa* ° U h ° nC3t DUC Ho noddcd nt Ja “^ 
^ « it?’’ ho demanded 

said Pete ° n B° d watch wid part ob a chain from dis mnn, old hois/ 

"■And t Vf ho! r i ctlcd Elotl ’ J> ' 

to me " T ' a ° nnd clnm you bought from dm man belong 

have com yota bought nothing of the sort, an d if you think to fool me, yon 

doesn’t roattw^t aS” I^Vw/ 0 ,! dc ! \ forcsaid watch nnd chain, but d»‘ 
hob that property hack before I h^JL < X.£& ,Wl An ? Un S I’m going 
1011 are, are you?” cnod i u l? ell0 P , 

' Bat's exactly what I flm « 01I ti/ a ^ ovolvc ^ Tote’s bond 
he knew the ruffian would neve/dnr/f Bnid without flinching, f« 

concerning the matter, and, dra^W „ t° fll , c S«m did not feel bo certad 
I reckon you had bettor put tjmf. ,„. Vo vc ' r ', he levelled it nt Ttieh 
no / tel 1 yon twice One, t.wo- ■ r» J p ? n down ," cried Sam “ I shall 
What's tins game you are -nK m tnno*” 

- think you are going to best me-' 1 g ’ Jainc< i s ” demanded Itich "Do y« 
Its not my fault I couldn f 

^ pounds for the swag * hol P The nigger will give ytf 

Well, that altera the ease M umA r, > J 

ten pounds if 1 return to y 0 u mw** C “ * Arc yon prepared to pay 

y9U ***** P^pvrty whichT lmYo ho/oBU] 


Y , s >vxii(.n x iiavo iionettu, 

dan “fSedmle^tu r' Ym W wl.at dat watci 
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Then yon Trill not get ilia watch from me/’ declared Rich,** 

^ I'll bet vou a dollar I do*” said Pete 
I have had enough of tins fooling Leave my shop!” 

^ I ain’t leaving it till I get my watch and chain ” 

Then I shall send for the police, and give you into custody ” 

^ Ynh, yah, ynh * Dat’a rndcr amusing! Start shouting for a bobby, old 
a. s 

- And eo I will!” cried Rich, striding to the door, as though he really 
s *nt it 

Hero, yon come back! X mn’t letting you out ob my sight/’ said Pete, 
’ iV mg him by the collar, and trenching him back 

Take that, you beast of a nigger!” cried Rich, dealing a fierce blow at 
^ v c’s face But he received it on the top of ills head 

And you take din little loti” exclaimed Pete, seizing lnm round the 
-lly, ana hurling him over the counter 
T Golly!” exclaimed Pete, starting back "Nuff Baid, Alfred Rich 1 
■^ry roll Somettng as going to happen ’bout dis little matter Yah, yah, 
i 1 All right, Sammy I'll show you who has got de laugh here ! Now 
here, Rich If yon don’t hand me dat watch wid de piece ob chain 
ached, I shall take you out into de street, and flog you wid Jack’s cane 
' t your howls bring a bobby on de scene, den I shall gib you in custody 
' h saying no more ’’ 

fade handed Pete hie cane, and that worthy gripped Rioh by the collar, 

* d forced lnm towards the door of tho shop 
i * Yon shall liavc the watch v ‘ cried Rich 

{Jf Fetch dera out You ain't leabmg my sight, I shall come wid you ” 
'They are in this safe Xrot go my collar Someone might enter the 
PP" 

^ Don't care ’bout dat! I ain’t releasing your collar till I get my 
operty I” 

/* You will return t3ie five pounds I paid to James?” 

['‘You must tmk Pm n sort amateur deteotive You knew perfectly well 
property had been stolen De bery fact dat do chain was cut m half 
^uld imb shown dat Nunno! You can get de five pounds from James, if 
u are lucky, but if you ask me I don’t tmk you will bo so mighty 
bky Now, den, are you going to hand dem ober?” 

Rich made no reply, but, opening tho safe, he handed Pete Ins property 
"Well, dat’s all right, as far as it goes; but just you take care dat it don’t 

* a bit fnrder, ’cos I’m radcr inclined to tink dat it will Now come ’long, 
^ys I can easy get dis chain mended, so dere’s no harm done, except to 
pli, who won’t bo so rich ober de transaction You can put de transac- 
m down to de loss side ob de profit and los9 account, but, mind, I ain't 
ymg dat it will end Lore ** 

/'A h»” 

""It ain’t at all unlikoly dat I may make you and doso belonging to you 
y r Oh!’ os well as f Ah!’ old boss You will be wiBe to keep out ob my 
f iy, James NuiT said!” 

Then Pete left tho shop, and the comrades had Itmoli out, only returning 
their hotel in time for dinner x 

Fred Hall was m tho dining-room waiting for Pete, but he was not seated 
f tho table Richards was at the head of it, and he hod several friends „ 
ith him Ho was just commencing his soup, and to the astonishment of 
1 in tho room, Pete walked up to him, seized him by the back of tho neck, 
id forced his face in the soup, then he raised the plate, and deliberately 
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emptied it over Richards’ liead, and, giving him a shove that causea mm « 
sit in the fireplace, flung the plate on the top of him, and toot his scat 
“ Sit down, Freddy,” said Pete, as calmly os though nothing out of tfil 
common had happened Come ’long, boys, sit down We m yust in tame * 
commenco de dinner Now, den. Lively, try to loot a little less miserable 
If you don't stop that howling, Richards, I'll stuff you up de durably 
,f Fellow 1” howled Richards “ As I m a living man, I will punish yotPlo 
t his infamous conduct 1 You black beast, liow dare yon assault mo an -tm 
shameful manner^” 

" You see, old boss. Tin sort ob detective. Freddy tmlca you are a monej 
lender, eo you may be, but dat ain't your only trade, Alfred Rich " 

“1 believe, gentlemen, this negro is a maniac, and 10 not accountable for 
bis actions It is extremely difficult to deal with such an utter scoundrel 
“ You ain't going to deal at all wid me, Alfred Rich I'm going to ^denl 
wid you, and you will find dat when I hah finished dealing, you ain't as 
comfortable as you were before I started You may be a money-lender all i 
right, hut you are also a receiver ob stolen property Now buzz ofi, ’cos 
you make me tired You ain't sitting down to dinner wid me, 'cos we are 
not going to dine wid a man who is worse dan a thief " 

"I reckon the silly coon's detective work is going to got ns into trouble/’ 
remarked Sam, as Richards strode from the roo and his fnends followed 
him “Look here* Pete, how do you know what you say is truer'” 

“Why, it is as easy as anytmg to detect de man, Sammy," answered 
Pete, going on with his dinner quite unconcernedly “ You see, de name oh 
Etch is mighty like Richards, and I should say dat ‘would ho quite sufficient 
to convict him in de eyes oh such a keen detectivo as I am I wish you , 
wouldn t laugh, Sammy ” 4 / 

" I was only thinking of the thief who stole your watch and chain, while 
you were helping him to escape ” 

“We ain't speaking oh dat man, Sammy We'm speaking oh die one, and 
I ain’t got time to speak ob two men at once Pass me some raoro brekd. 
Lively, and do smarten up a bit You are as slow as drowned Bnails At 
any rato, Sammy, I got de clue, and when I puddled Richards' ndddlc in 
do Boup, I could tell by his manner dat he was guilty Yon see, I was 
getting furder evidence den ” 

“Scissors 1 " gasped Jack “Do yon mean to say that yon are going to 
'puddle' every man's head in soup if his name happens to he somewhat 
similar to a guilty man's?” 

“You must get your evidence somehow, Jack, and my cistern is to get 
it de quickest way possible 1” 

“Bother it 1 You must alter you cistern, Pete/' declared Jack “von 
must really It is altogether too drastic ” ' 

“Ob wiiBQ, I can frow de suspected persons 'bout de room, if you tmk * 
dey would like dat cistern better, at the same time, I consider de puddling 
treatment mighty efficacious ” 1 0 , 

“But supposing Richards is perfectly innocent?” ^ 

“Den I shall apologise to him, and tell him Vm sorry, and I will pay 6e f 
money for a shampoo for de old hoss ” J r j r 

bafc surely you had sorao further evidence’" 
in deshop" U fies ’i 1 ^ lclarts was in de shop parlour all do time ne were . 
“ How do you know that?" 

i I J WBS t hab 5 n ° do row Wld do shopman, Richards came and,- 

looked trough de glass door from de inner room, and, putting two And 
*ee togeder, and knowing dat dey make sis, I got my duo’’ S 
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•’‘Well, that certainly looks very suspicious,’’ said Jack "If you are 
coTtam yon stw him there it would prove that ho has some transactions with 
^ ou TnUB ^ remember that Richards is a money-lender, and he 
miCht have gone there to lend Rich money, not knowing he was a receiver o£ 
stolen property ” b 

i * Xou do make me laugh, Jack ! Do you suppose a money- 

lender is going to lend mouey to a man and not know any ting about his 
ustnesa? And do you suppose dafc a receiver ob stolen property is going 
to borrow money at eighty per cent or so? Nunno* Dat business belongs 
to Kichards ri^ht enough, and I will bet you derc is a back way out ob dat 
shop, so dat ho can go doro widout anyono knowing What do you tink 
"bout dc matter, Freddy ?” 

' ^7' tl i Gt ^chords u* mixed up with somo very shady transactions I 
imew that for a long time, but I certainly did not know that ho was a 
receiver of etolen property But that woman — Sarah Burns — has been here 
nearly all day She came soon after you wont out, and absolutely refused 
she would get hungry, and so did not ask her to have any 
refreshment, but it was no use She had brought some sandwiches in her 


Well, she has gone now, so that's a mercy ” 

res, but sho is coming to-morrow morning at eight o'clock, and Bhe 
i? r T inB ^ sce Y°u, even if she has to take rooms at the hotel " 
uolly * Ain't dis mighty awful? Now, den. Lively, what's de matter 
Wid YouP 

The proprietor of this hotel has requested mo to tell you that you must 
leave the hotel forthwith lie says that he will be pleased for the other 
gentlemen to remain, but ho will not have you at any price ” 

book at dat now l I know you were making too much noise, Jack and 
“W Xou toll do dear man dat wo will all go to-morrow morning, and I 
snail carry out my detecting work in de country Dere are more thieves in 
ae country dan m London, I should say, 'cos de country is bigger You 
come long wid mo, Freddy, I want to buy a cheap motor-car, and we will 
go into do country to-morrow morning Tink dat would smt^ otir com- 
plexions, hoys " - 

Jack and Sam were only too glad to get Pete away They foresaw trouble 
ii be remained m London, and insisted on doing detective work He went 
ont with Freddy, and when they returned Pete was the owner of a motor- 
03 J enst him a thousand pounds 

^ fl n Eighty cheap machine, too, boys,” declared Pete, "You will be 
astonished how cheap dat machine is when you sce it to-morrow morning 
o'clock. Just make out our bill, Lively, and we will settle up " 

€t I hero s no necessity for your friends to go " 

Nunno ! Only it ain't likely dey arc letting mo go by myself Wo'm 
aJl going, and you hab lost free or four pounds m tips, which you would hab 
|ot u you had been anytmg like a sensible waiter As it is, I shall gib 
aoso tips to Tom, and just you remember m making out de bill, you will 
ihargo it at dc ordinary rates I ain't paying anyfmg extra, scept damage 
lone, by Jack and Sammy ” * * 

Pete got his bill, which included breakfast for the following morning 
Lius he struck but, informing Livoly that they were going to have break- 
e * 90 Xhen Pete, who had bought a map of the country, 
rtarted to study it with Freddy, and he kopt him up till three o'clock 
* the morning, with the result that they wero not up the next morning 
'ill half-past eight t 

The motor-car was standing outside, ,'and Petb uttered a dismal groan 
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vrhen lie saw Sarali Burns seated beside the chauffeur, who had brought thi 
car round b 

^Just go and chuck dat woman out, Jack'” groaned Peto 
if J-hank you, I would much rather he excused ” 

<t you go, Snmmy ” 

"mi 011 11 ot * sa77 her pitch into you once” 
r; 1 ink you would like to go, Freddy'” 

« S’?!? 1 1310,7 of the Indy I would very much rather not ” 

cJS 1, SSjTmIV 1 *rt dot all ober 3, 

Tg^^5®SEF-’*' 4, “ D ” 

for ^ ^ 110,7 ,,a wll f 

sure you are an experienced driver ^ 1 ° TG motat<m * Qnd f eel quite 

I hub been, but pVapsIl^^bec^uifio 7 ? wh smaslies ' T1 P j n de trvo-froe drives 
an hour or so Still, if anytmp* should ll neber m J re da * a hundred miles 
cards printed for you i” ^ ^ happen, I will hub some nice funeral- 

"Srt's^S d detr?™°m y v U d are ’T Pct0, , J We 17111 1110 together I” 

" No, Pete, I mil swtK von y ,„ d “ r * 1 , W ° uld rader die al onc'” 

" I would much rader Tm/n^a J°? r last moments *'* 

good, Pete,"^wlii8pered Jacl^ ^ E^aned Pete 

you shall be her husband, and from wW llas made n P her mind that 
determination of characte^ m a remrSflt 1 C£m BDQ $ f tho lad ^ * he hnQ 
that she is many years older than von bn? P ronou ^ced degree It is true 
a f^ cd happiness " yon > but ?ou would have a few years of 

dat 3 ? a % yCaTS ^^gomg ^tell L^r datV *° U l \ be a fow m <>nmnts, let 
v ? am t got a pennypiece PVau« dn+ ?° u -i bab £°t ^ dc pioney, and 
a bat, dough - I ml] seTrfl can use a httrf f ch ?^ her affections ^Stop 

” ’ J ° rt 0 "® ot bI “* 
J «f. »y iarr “ “ to ° ”“e b, r »«»!' Would y „„ bVc to 

mmmMmss 

smrnmmtM 
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ft “ ldcnt f S ’ + bnt bo 1 m ) e mififcoot Sarah’s nerve She told him that 
fhL, «nL g i g fn8t \ nnd j 18 for accidonts, she was not a bit afraid of 
^ t„ 0 j 1 ie waa ber 6lc ^ e Sbe bad made up her mind to get possession 
or ms lortune, and did not care twopence about him being a negro What 

hnve^ 11 ^ 6 ^ 1706 k 18 Tnonc J r# an ^ that was what she was quite determined to 


° ber through hunger, and he continued his 

j nej without a stop, but Sarah had come prepared, and she brought 
out enough sandwiches to have satisfied the hunger of a good many ladies 

0 pointed out to Pete that it would not be safe for him to eat while ho 

mZt ataf 1 * an< ^ 60 6 ^ C be drove, and he did not like the arrange- 

It was not till the afternoon that a bright idea occurred to him He let 
«« a « Wow tbeu br o a g^t up the car 
lialf a minute, my dear," he exclaimed " I must go for dat hat ” 
irrea was not silly enough to offer to fetch it Be had an idea that 
nat was dropped purposely, and his comrades were of the same opinion 
lucre is not the slightest doubt that Sarah would have seen through the 
ruse, but fortune favoured Pete Some sportsmen were in the adjoining 
jicla, fma just as he approached the hat one of them fired at a rabbit 
xcto uttered the most awful shriek, clasped his hand to his heart, and 
ar £Pp e d in tho lane, struggling convulsively 

ff ^be villains have shot him 1 " yelled Sarah, leaping out of the car 
Oh, won't I pay them for robbing me like this 

As she rushed to the spot one of tho sportsmen pushed through the hedge 

1 don't know how I could have hit the fellow," he exclaimed " Still, 
its only a nigger, and you can't kill them with a shot-gun Here, get up 1 
You are not hurt " 

"You villam 1 " shrieked Sarah, rushing at the astonished man, and 
wrenching the gun from his grasp, then she gave him a clump over the head 
with the butt that nearly knocked him down “ I'll teach you to rob me of 

the nigger s fortune I T^ke that, you slug, and " 

The sportsman only took one more, then he bolted, so did Pete He leapt 
to his feet, and raced for the motor-car, while Sarah came after lnm like a 
thing demented 

<K Tm much better now, my doar 1 ” bawled Pete "Go and pick up my 
hat, and we will make a fresh start ” 

Sarah did nothing of the sort She kept up the chase, and she could run 
remarkably fast/ but nothing to be compared with Pete He reached the - 
car yards ahead of her, and, leaping in, started at a pace that no woman 
could have commanded 

"Look here, my dear," exclaimed Pete, slackening down, but taking par- 
ticular care that Sarah did not overtake him "Pm mighty sorry to leabe 
you m de middle ob de country, but dere's a Tillage a few miles ahead, 
and I'm going to gib you a sovereign for your train-fare back You see. 
Jack and Sammy are bashful in a lady's presence, and do poor fellows want 
to bo alone, so dey would be mighty much obliged if you would kindly 
continue de journey by yourself 99 

'* Oh, you sinful creature to treat the woman you have asked to be 
your wife in this wicked and cruel manner Stop that car, or it will be 
the worse for you 

".Ain't dis mighty shocking^" groaned Pete "I know dat woman will 
swear m a court ob law dat I hnb asked her to marry mo " 

"You certainly have shown her marked attentions, taking her for drives 
and all that," observed Jack, looking very senous 
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"J'xcfc, I hab a mighty good mind to pitch yon out to her Sbo's yrom 
uan a tigress dnt has lost its favourite cub 1 dunno bow all die is goiqr 
to end , at dc Batne time, I wouldn’t stop for a king a ransom I dua» 
when X felt so frightened and miserable m all my life Do you link tier* 
will be a lawsuit ober die, Jnckr* ' 

the sb f h ^ donU about the matter," declared Jack "I 
"Gollv t 1 order0 )° u to marry Sarah " 

eay tSree^ndJod T^ear- y °" V0UW Ule a Dlce mfc * ***** oDi 
mo n ^mlTr?d ; - Frcdd - V “ 1 ™ ld *’t ®*«7 ''<* to & ^ 

anrf m^°Ton bntderes^ e<£°" mu ? roally hnz2 f ofT 1 can ’ 1 8* 
Pete threw the ami dc 5^ s ., a B0 ^ cr ^ 1 8 71 for your tram-fare back " 

and reckless pace A lo’cal LnstMc tS.ftll?' g ° ? hCT ™\ nt ot a 
prepared to swear that thee C * * t , }jeir number, and was quite 

have had plenty of miles^to on hour He would 

ground was .positively dnncermi/t ^ 0 1 tl)nt C3r whirred over 'tfe< 

a wayside inn he dechred°tlnt u° lts ao^apantB, but when Pete drew up at 
Joe wosX laS s nSe ha Th pCrfW:tl - T Sftt,8fiod *» barg&J 
hfs secret to him, “nd he nrom.w i w ^ a J° ml host *«*« wvcfllfd 
hor they had called there and p-nni 'Sarah called that he would tell 
You leave her tomk’r Z onc ° tt to the nest ma 

belong to de Mormons D den ^E°. ri, ‘ c ' s ) for cl°3o on forty years” ' 
"Haw, hawThaw! No LS t ° d } os ?' Pete , y 

2“™. 1 buned tho second, and fns t torforo I niorncd th e„ second : J 

t|*T d Two of the sort as I’ve been i 1 7 0 ?,^ rtlc , Q , nr care 113 there ain’t w>’ 
fi«t one used to bully mo from mo™ « ? w,tU , 13 pn ongli for mo Th* 

ouse You see, she was a staunch t<v>f.nt g it 40 n, % b t tor keeping a public- - ' 
fj*? 8 of < ‘I® she used to cal 1 mo ? nd J m not If ever I tool 

spending the money as others sp^nt o/^nl ^ w?i , ° Uf l l1 fihe djdn ' t wind 
I made un mv -i lv_ drink Well, when the poor tluni 


— won send her to 

. •'ik»b»,7»SrC!ir\L° °°° m IO “ '“ vo to, “ 

nnmberM/radTumh 0 ft st ’couV’ -°T wout to tcU llis Il0u ’$ 

Sarah ’ d bor *”*• but derc ain’t n hm/ W m V ,,ftb managed 

The dinner consisted of „ “ b g “ an wto cou,d aana P 

£dS£S f th r ey th L» Tl % S? 0t»dTh V good , 

A -ft - . 

whom EoA a “ onee P ^^ , cnrried a gun and n 7 b * a they ,nct ,# toum 
to fight ?es“L? ,f ™ adc tfiondB, os aad bad a dog with him, with 

with ladie® * Vaa a ,ad y. and Eory I, 00 Inr = e for i” 1 ? 

is Tom L r'r a matt J-‘ r °f fit t, Ju are ” ^ P Q,lt ^y 

.Ton are trespassing ^l farmcr 8 "^',^)''' str anger " My name, 

like, so you need not hnth^ Q Sam ^ are nuifn ^ aDtJ * 00 1 supp<Q* 

obsorved Pete, 
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£"Ycs* You sec, X sometimes allow fteoplc to shoot over it, of course, I 
- urge them n bit But^Pm worried out of ray life with poachers You 
, mid scarcely believe the trouble X bn\c with them* In fact. Pm on the 
^joh-outifor them now The scoundrels know that I don't keep a game - " 7 
eper, for the simple reason that I can't afford it, so they coolly come _ 
bag^ my game There's one chap m particular I want to catch I 
i iow ho’$ on the ground this afternoon, 'cos I beard Ills gun — at least, I 
\ a ^un ^hich I don’t doubt is his, because I happen to know he is m"~ 
neighbourhood ° 

'"What sort ob looking mnn is he?" inquired Pete, with a view to some " 

* teetr r c work 

, strong* thick-set chap, with a red beard Hark 1 There goes his 
again f I must bo off, and sec if I can nab hum If I do Pll lock him 
! J as snre as houses " 

Shall we come and help you, Tom^" inquired Pete 
"Now that’s very good of you/* exclaimed Tom /Barton "Pll go round 
7 ,s a ud I’ll be pretty certain to driVe him from cover If vou do 

yljnr him, lock him in yonder barn You will find some rope to tie rum up t 

• ith r and I will meet you at the inn Do you know the inn/*' 

Yes Wc’m staying dcrc '* 

* ( Good l Well, if you are lucky enough to catch him, it will be as well 
%say nothing about it at the inn, because some of his friends go there, and 
is a rare one to talk They might go and relcaso him before we could 
' t the constable You must be careful, because the ruffian carries a gun, 
ad he would not be above using it, and mind you tio him^ up so that ho 
"rnnbt possibly escape You can fasten the door on the outside as well, 'cos 
os a rare one for getting away Mind, he's got a lot of strength, and he's 
*nrly sure to show fight ’ 

"You loabe dat man to mo/’ said Pete "Pm an amateur detective, and" 
t can't detect him, why, I shall he surprised " 

"You can't mistake the fellow Yon will know him by his red beard, 
eSides, he has a scar on Ins brow Pll dnVe him out you keep on the 
utslarts of the copse^ and if lie doesn't break coyer I shall bo surprised A 
berp goes his guff again Of course, you Will confiscate anv game he has u 
'ring it to the inn, and we will have it cooked for supper r ' 

Then Tom hurried away and ilio comrados followed his directions by 
ceding along the outskirts of the coppice 

TJiey had not proceeded far when a rustling m the bushes caused them 
> atop, pnd a few moments later the very man they were in search of made 
13 appearance * 

Pete leaped upon him, and they both fell to the ground, where they_ 
mghtyn a most desperate manner Pete wrenched the poacher s gun away, 
mn lie got him down t i 

"It’s all right, boys/* cried Pete "I hab got him securely You catchy 
old ob his legs. Jack and Sammy, while I catch hold ob his noddle " 

"You vagabonds 1 " roared the angry man "Pll put you in prison for & 

"Yah, yah, yah ! Hairk at him talking* Still, WQ ain't got time to listen^ 
i mat Mmd he doesn't lack you. Jack " -* * * 

" Ho has kicl cd me," growled Jack ^ 

"Well, mind he doesn't do it again, den, Dis way to London Now 
>W your row, else I phnll gib you a -Clump ober do head *'% 

That poacher was not to be intimidated He struggled fiercely, but he u 
id no clrance m the cotnrades' gnp They carried him to the barn, and 
cured Inm With some old halters, then, having locked the door, they made 
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their way towards the mo, to tell Tom Barton the wood news and ih 
overtook km when they had traversed about half ^distance 

barn and^tkF l»bby is au r < 'T' aimi ' cl " 1X111 corac to no barm in i] 

it at about nine o clock Wo fin H'l? to . thc 31 )n (o-nipht as he taw 
us the trouble of woinTtofu J ?u S C , h, ! n into CUEtwJ y then It will «a< 
to no harm in tho b^ra i S Vj d Umt P^-hing iihk guard tullcon 

Well, wo wdUmve thm for ^r > d SOn, ° ° f my robblts nnd 

goes and rcleascs^him/^'sa^d'^ete^ 0 Wm ' t P 0S3lbl y E ct loose, unless someos 

nbout° it, D otho™ ho° wouVdTc’" "' d , To 1 T v " Wo won't telt .Too anythin 
the ruffians chnras would set him 6 nt°lii? */ nb O- nd tllen - ns I say, some c 
bobby comes on the scene Sou h J 'Y V M Lco P ^ d *rh tiU th 

detectivo, Pete” lou havon * d °n° half badh for an amfew 

Tho Landlord's Cxn| aM+ , 0HAPTE R C ' 

StartlF°S^n ar p h ~ T ^ 0 ° F " 0 «'h 0 Ol l iim 0 Pot' Cn0 o d tho Peleonor-Payfn* 
t Floolnjj From tho Foo lalm— Potoo Ruoo-A Ducking — AM 

]] eomradc^enjoyc ^ 1 ^ 01 Tom 8 amoked nnd n9 i l f as cooked tl* 

f ,grog, and then said that he^vould on°f of ,f acL 8 cigars, had a glut 

- * 

“wir & sf” 1 r* ** * “1: 

°^GoUy /‘ Boiv ho m^n^ofnero^to^ 0 have m the neighbourhood' 
“Baw hn^ l S °°, hore ' J °”. ho set us to gC W* I can’t think ” 
you to catch n ^ GW Ecnt VOU on 51 fn*?* 0 1 ano ^ er ponclicr ” } 

has a nght^to o- p0nehe / ri ° beard kn n^\ m ?? d Toln wouldn’t he!] 
lum if holnsE? 1 n . n T sort, no matter ™ J’ 5 ’ tbe ho,,r tl,at <.re rv mai 
birds Of the nir° rC / 8 lle ^d a ripht to P rcm3fcC3 it IS I'nsl'tf 

it, and Tom tu™c? nd c ? uI ^ n t % j\£ inc ^ fo ^ls, and ho saya fowls ami 

me catch tbe m?n ’ , s P K b ° ofemnw a/boblTf that ^ ™ d ol * n ? 

it was my fault for l 0 ,’ 0 0111 I hnowod nil !i V' ra88 > nud offered to Hf 

■B.t L to, STvS* k r "» tag. ,l ™ to "’ M *“* 

“ sSiHI Wo m c ° t “ m to “ i 

•iSrS ^ ° b " b “ “ " • ' 

and captured Mr Barton i» lm hlowed! Hair 1 - ’i 

I But Tom told us he°wns Tom t> ' ’ W ' Tou ’ ve 

„„ haw, haw! Mr iw Bnr4on ” 1 

vAzixzljlS:? **** 

oyer it Haw, haw flaw I rf +f 0 beast , all fi,„ Ylcd him up, have yon? 
who is He told me he wnf^' at ' r ° m am N fl"""’' 41101,0 will be trouble 
6 Was Z° m S to get ’j, 4 a 4011 caution, I don't Imo*, 

hack oqb rlnv Viw Mr 
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barton sent the cops after linn, but I didn't think ns he would manage it 
ike that Haw, Imw, haw*” 

r t| Tom said he, was n farmer, and the ground belonged to him." 

* * 3 ° Dover owned an acre in his life, ana, whats more, never will He 
^ no dso for ground,, 'cos he fihoots and snares over other people's 

"daw* haw, haw r He has worked it a treat tins time 1 " 
s Say, Joe, do yon tmk you would like to go and release dat man 5 " in- 
pared Pete 

r frar r He will be like a raging lion " 

«r someone must release lnm, cos he's tied up mighty tight " 

I shonld say you would be the proper party" 

I don t seem to care much for do 30b Yah, yah, yah * I tought dat 
nan was getting mighty vexed when we tied him up Still, v,e were de- 
'Crtmg poachers on his land, so hd ain't got de right to blame us 'cos we 
happened to detect dc wrong man Don't yon tink. Jack, you would like to 

disrelease de man, and tell him in your nmo way dat " 

faeL CC ^ quite sure that I wouldn't like to do anything of the sort," laughed 

I don't see how we can leabe de man dere for ever He would get 
besides, I know I lied him mighty tight " 

* gt Well, suppose we all go?" 

" M'yCT 1 Hat's de best ting I'll follow you up m a minute " 
f c wai ^ ^ or J oll » * reckon," exclaimed Sam* 

Hut you see, Sammy, I want to go and see if do motor-ear is all right I 
jiall easily obertake you " 

'Hook here, you beauty, you detected the man, and you will have to 
mease him/' said Sam "If you think you are going to land Jack and 
no with the row you are mistaken Wo don't mind coming with you, but 
vo tf Dre not going alone " 

if Hat's what I keep saying, Sammy I'll follow you up, Can't yon under- 
stand plain languages" 

£ ** Perfectly 1 Put you arc coming with us We are having no following 

$ ^Punny ting liov obstinate some people are," growled Pete “ Still, if 
you are determined to hab your own way, why, dere's an end ob de matter 
way to London’" 

j Now, when the comrades reached the barn they found Barton in about as 
v freat a fury aa a man could possibly be Pete tried argument with him 
^efore releasing him 

^ **See here' my dear old boss," ho exclaimed "Dere's been a slight int- 
ake wid you Wo tought you were a poacher, and so we caught you 'cos 
re didn't want to see you robbed " 

* “ You raving maniac, let me loose, and I'll break your nigger's head f " 
'Well, dat's just where it comes in I don't want de head broken I 

•refer to keep it like it is Still, if you want to be disrelcased, why, I 
^appose it is de best ting to do How, I will inst cut your bonds so, and 
f cre }ou arc l " 

-Allow me to give you a word of advice, Mr Barton," exclaimed Jack. 

< We made a mistake, but you vill he very ill-advised jn touching my 
fiend Pete He lias been a strong man m a circus, and ho is a professional 
oxer I d 0 not suppose for a, moment that lie would harm you, hut yon 
,te bound to get the worst of it " 

V* This advice had the desired effect Barton glared at Pete for some 
foments without speaking, then he came to the conclusion that discretion 
the better part of valour, B 
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da 


“111 put you all in prison for this’ ' how’od the infuriated man * Tor 

r V„° T> l!ff P W °A “ T . 5~p nd * You dare to -lolcntlm assault and rob b*V 
rr -\imno We didn t rob von, said Pete * S' 

“ \\ hrm c: rntr «>on*n5 IV 1 . ■» . . _ • O 


respass ~~ — 

Nimno 1 We didn t rob von. 

Where s mj gzme rj Where 

nilrin- - . - *■ 

M " e bab eaten dat, old boss n W 

'd^y^u™ uTgaof” t<5 PIlSOn ' 15 EtIre as 1 am a Ltui ? ma *’ 1 

Fl.T’n V f m rr m-rtm. .V /» 1 . . . 1 


said Pete ^ ( v- 

is the game von stole, yon dastanSj, 


lod^e yon all in gaol - ' V7lSOn ^ ^ ^ I am n living man, I tt33 

" Gr^tn^'vJn^ni- 1 * (P^tude m some people/ observed Pete, 

you for as--auKlne and robbm^ 0 " TOPF ° Se 1 am g° m S to bo grateful V 

Ton SfV* Trn> r* ^ t-1 J 3 _ - X , 


you for c<r-aulJue and robbingVe” _ - 

old Loss I'tinL^-ou V ln ri S‘^ lt light, mr poor fernieniei; 

o ’ T 

'™ id Kira r ““ 

l£ V , Still, de matter was! Xke Tf S g0IB ? to P unisb Ke fro ^ b « 
unlike a poacher von know Ant « too , k % ou ioT a poacher You ah: 
earned a gun, and had shot some e-'m e^/i 00 /^ b?ard 1)211 
man mho s«>t ns on to you -end if ^ lcb , we atc mistake, 'cos at 

eime. and rwn-T-uo-™*.: __ , *: was his But look hero r t^.ii f 0T £jt 


man mho S-t us ou to yon « VT~\ - — - xxusca «, 

game, and compensate’ yon for l aW ? I Bnt Iook here, I mnll par 
I monldn t take fire pounds > ha 8 taken ? ou for a poacher P ’ t , 

«• •»'-■ w Pe( , t . 

mithont prejndice - penny less than twenty, and I offer ttiJ 

» gJ dat s all right Wp u. ** t. 

“1 V P 0I1E{ ^ Ob, de notes are a if P^ 13 ^ 100 Here are vs: 

ttv ^ ° ht ^ 0U need not be frightened c3 

laey appear in oil , , 6 


t 


Tber a ° 1 ^ ou Dec ^ not be frightened oi 

C \t 51 tc ^ yo ? 011 11 =gainfl g i ro T ld > Jon vagabonds, and if 

- Well T °S T 7 ° U Wiere mmn starag** 

- of ’ “ oS 1-1111 you m » , 

m/wra l S e L“ ,lt " ,la hte^to sm hM^j 0 ^' bo - rE ' De old boss ain’t U 
cientlv when he*^ 1116 £cross I’m afraid hi/ 3 ? ot OBe °h shocteps 4 

now 'Dm mn/f t - axm Z I T-ondc-1/ E‘°f er dld not flog.Jnm si* 

°An other hth JS^’’ d ° eS EOt take h ’ m 111 ^ 

Sarah maj c^te/th/ n ^S-?oom they reached the fc 

^r fc 4e you I? "* 6116 loofced abon? “iry; 


O ' 

“ Golly t j ain’t nrom j U e ° a> a t ler all the things yon 1 

l at aU Sa - T ’ Joe ' d0 r ‘ 
50 


EY S CLARKE HOOK. 


43 


- *Uow do you. suppose I'm going to believe yon when yon told mo lie after 
rr * demanded Borih "Every word you uttered was n he 
"Well, yon wasn't to know that, mn'aro," growled Joe, "and yon ought 
► * hare believed mo till you found out I wasn't speaking the truth But see 
sre, yon can't deep an this house M> rooms are all full " 

/'l filial) stop here ns long a s Pete docs, even if I have to sleep on tho 

It was quite ufcIo^s arguing with Sarah As a matter of fact, she slept 
the room that had been assigned to Pete, and ho slept on the sofa, then 
,rtor breakfast tho following morning another disagreeable surprise awaited 
'em, because Barton, accompanied by n lawyer, who informed them that 
} >s name was Sharp, and who looked his name, entered tho room, while 
iree constables remained outside 

“My client, Mr, Barton, informs me thnt yon have assaulted and robbed 
tm/ said tho man of law ft Ue intends to give you in custody, unless you 
re prepared to compensate him for the shameful treatment he has received 
l rout hands " < 

♦ Why, we hab compensated do man, old boss/' said Pete "I gabe him 
venty pounds last night " 

"I do not know whether you wish a judge to believe that story At any 
ite, even bad you given compensation to tho extent you say — mind, I admit 
othmg of the kina— 'I can only say that it would be absurdly inadequate 
be only compensation that my client would consider for a moment would bo 
hundred pounds, and I make this offer without prejudice Beyond the 
tmdred pounds you would bare to pay my costs, winch would amount to ten 
otmds Are you prepared to settle the matter, or do you wish to bo given 
Jto custody t , . m 

. u You can try dat one, old boss/' answered Pete "I ain't agreeing to do 
dor " 

" Then I shall call the constables in, and give you in custody " 

"All right, call dem in, and I'll fling dem out again I tell you dis, 
k harp, you arc a bigger rogue dan your employer, and dat s saying a good 
)t for you ** 

"Abuse will not avail you ” 

" PVaps not, at do samo time, I ain't going to try it All I m going to 
'o as to tell von do ciact troof, and dat is dat you are a rogue and a vaga 
oad, and Barton is just as bad But you'm got to consider dis iou ain t 
oing to rob me Dat's one ob do tings you hab got to consider, and do 
dor one is— and dis lsot is a lot more important to you— dere is a duckpond 
t do bottom ob dis garden " „ 

lr Fellow ( What do you mean by that impertinent remarks 
"Dat I shall frow you into it if you don't buzz off " 
t " Tou must not imagine, follow, that your impertinent threats will stop 
‘ie from doing my duty " ^ 

* " Ben I suppose you consider it your duty to swindle people out ob a 
undted pounds in do interests ob your customer? Tell you what it is, 

Ws, dia lawyer thief would not want much detecting! /rrp . 

"I assure you that this will not help your case! cried Sharp I he 
^uestion is. Are yon going to pay the money?" 

"Do answer to dat is, No " _ , , 0> , 

v " Are you prepared to make mo any offer before I givo you in custody r 

1 "Same hnswer applies dere " , n i 

"I might bo apfe to induce my client to accept something slightly 
mailer " 

* " Well, name de price, den " 
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returned tSSn? S ° mC momcnts * and tic lawy. 

, ls , a ? absurdly small sum, considering tho miurv mv client hi 

“:YiKZj r Eo"r"f. S’ ”“ ert ”■“* ^ ' 

rt That^wonld include my fees M 
“ I ain’t vailing to pay it ” 

tt ei £ k ty pounds, if I can mduco my client to ” 

^ 10 ” J *** 

“ Den Vmrr U “ , such an offer * 

k, i> “ °f home, old ho 99 ” 

“ I«E$m 2 *? off E r «% Pounds ■’ 

to do ft -’* * hke t0 ° ffer “<*“* ob de sort, and that’s more, I ain't going 

** ^ent^ponnds 6 " 50110 ^ 16 ° ffer ” 

I'S 11 , 13 uot reasonable ” J J 

Tnr, a 0nJ 7 ono rm making " 

."Ion'! wSSSffiSSf «“ ““-fences » 

“os ” CaD taLe dc —ponces " , ' 

Iskonl.f'T fees 1 dldn ’”™mpl t oy < vou ab Tf°T Eay ’ and 1 ain>t £ ot nn 7ting to” 
a choose an honest one nrt j *" If I was to employ a lawyer ot nth\ 


, 1 Wup STS* *r Sharp 

» sottlSt ^ 6 ^ P oa nds I can see dey arc goic 

ponndnX&lv^ oat S^en tvere ° P onil - T \ 

wl ^“if r^tr Attar* across to ®^rwiii h hSd 

to^vagabnd tL h bettef” tUr ^° d <T^ aboud «» prison,” sai 
“ Bat's right/ old ho » P T ° Booner wc a rc nd o 

f.° S SS Set° f t " e Ton C t 1P l fV 0S9 «» table and gottinf 

'thief i” Soared di 

**¥ hab SSffi Zn%™*^* ?Wg *° *» ^ " G "e - « 

T0U ^ *» "* only I dicin'! 

£ l i& b xi d r fits 

person is dealing Vid ro£up^ at you mean ^ V 1 m not £ 01D £ *° 113115 
teop his eyes open and Sf 3 a3d Ya gabondfl lii^° U see> old hoS3 > wlieD * 
to reason fiat it dnn^ 1 ^ matte??? hke 5™ two, why, he has ** 

taho twenty nonnd e asm™ a?? J* ttled J °st mg£t, it etna 


to reason dat TdoZZ^S *« ffie r "“ hke 3™ < 

take twenty filing "£ «**«* 1 _ _ 

de cost ob de gam 0 JLT 01 "^? “ h 5« ®°nung Barton'agreed 

S 6 ate b y sustain b ™ ffer ® d - such sum to melt 

" well, be ivon’t get anoi 

— 1 
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mny out ob mo, and if ho chooses t-o employ a solicitor to help him try 
steal, it stands to reason dat he will hab to pay dat solicitor aforesaid I 
>pe yon will mal:e him pay ten pounds, dough I must say you don't de- 
rve ten pence, ''cos you'm almost ns big a swindler as he is " 

* ™ y°Q do not hand my client twenty pounds, I shall call m the police r " 
dared Sharp, while Jack stepped ontside, and had a little private con- 
reation with the constables, and, as he returned, the constables were 
inning in a manner that gave the impression they were quite happy — at 
ty rate, each one of them was the richer by one sovereign ior Jack's little 
planation of the case He thought it better to get the constables on his 
le, because he knew perfectly well that if they attempted to arrest Pete, 

1 would pitch into them 

Sharp was still arguing about the matter Ho might as well have argued 
th the pig in the backyard — or even with Sarah, when she had once made 
> her mind 

“Here ain't de slightest use m your arguing de matter, old hoss," said 
! te “ I dunno weder you would wid your obstinacy convince a judge and 
ty dat wrong is right, but you womt convince me I hab paid twenty 
unds, and got my receipt for dat amount " 

"Pay the other twenty pounds, and we will give you a further receipt f " 
[ed Sharp 

" Here ain't no oder twenty pounds I neber intended to pay any furder 
‘enty pounds " 

"Ton led ns to believe that you would do so ” 

Well, you see, I was dealing wid a couple ob sharpers, so I had to be 
bit sharp myself. You hab got your money, old hoss, and I hab got my 
2eipt fie ting was a mistake, and I detected de wrong man Detectives 
1st make mistakes sometimes " 

. Hear, hear !" exclaimed Sam " I have noticed you make one or two ' 
f You shut up, Sammy, and don't you take my detective ^character away! 
W den, are you going to send for your police, old hoss?" 

‘ Yes, I am, cried Sharp, calling the constables in 
‘Leave me to deal with them, Pete/' whispered Jack 
'X give that negro m custody]" cried Sharp 
‘On what charge, sir?'' 

Trespass and assault He has assaulted my client, Mr Barton 
‘Are you wounded m any way, sir?" inquired the constable 
f Of course I am not," snarled Barton * What do you want to ask those 
dish questions for?" 

‘Then no doubt you have witnesses to the assault?" 

‘No, I haven't " , T 

In that case it would be necessary for you to take out a summons^ l 
mot take him into custody unless you have some proof of the assault 
* He admits it " , - , , 

We are admitting nothing," said Jack "If there were a technical 
ault, we maintain that it has been condoned by the payment of twenty 


mds, for which we hold the receipt " , . _ .. , , 

' They robbed my client of some game," said Sharp You will take 
an in custody tf 

‘We admit taking some game by mistake," said Jack, "but the twenty 
mds my friend paid as compensation covered that You Will see it is 
ted on the receipt, constable " ' . „ , Al 

‘This appears to be quite m order, Mr Sharp 1 ' exclaimed the con- 
ble, reading the receipt which Jack had drawn up, while Jack stood in 
at of him, in case he should try to get that receipt As a solicitor. 
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me, at any rate nl that part, so ike drivers nulled them up, nud Barton, 
<? XVil3 dnvjn P his car, howled at Pete to go back 

* r Seems to me dat we are between a certain person and do deep sea/* 
rowled Pete, " nud, if you ask my private opinion, I prefer de deep sen m 
shape oh a lawyer, n blackguard, and a process-server You go back 

. Jcc good dogs " 

' «hnVt go back*" roared Barton* ** There is an opening by yonder 
-ate, where wc can pass you 

*t knov. all 'bout dat, old Loss But dcro's a speck in dc road dnt is 
xadnnllv getting larger, and if I back to dat opening I ain't got do nssur- 

* nee dat you won't hem mo m nud serve me wid all sorts ol> notices I don't 
aind dose much, but I do mind dat graduallv increasing Bpeok, which keeps 
frowing larger Ton see, I know its correct 6 ize when it ain't m perepcc- 
ive, and I ain't taking anv. Go hack!" 

* “IehaVtl" 

“Oh, you Won’t, won't you? Well, dey sav dis car is cighty-horso power, 
ind, oh course, if yours is more dan dot I shall hah to go back We will try 
little gentle persuasion " 

“ I fi^y, Pete/' exclaimed Frcddv, “ you will damage the cars 
Don’t care twopence if I eransli dom bof up, eo long as I excapo dat 
tfomau," Pete retorted, putting his car forwards, and grinding the front 
against that of Barton, wno commenced to utter throats that ought to have 
.Tightened Pete 

Barton had a licence, but then a good many people havo those who can't 
Srive, hence the accidents that occur At any rate, lie could dnvo a car 
forwards, but lie was not much good at going backwards, and, feeling con- 
duced that he would he shoved into tho ditch, ho went ahead Barton's 
mt was not nearly so powerful ns his opponent's, but ho had the advantago 
>f coming down hill, while, of course, Pete was going up At first Pote lost 
Jround, while tho perfume from those two cars was not pleasant, and there 
irns some splashing of mud as the wheels skidded Then Pete opened her 
wt, and a change came over tho scene 
Barton's ear went backwards up the lull — it went nt a good pace, too, and 
t looked “very much hi o going into tho ditch at times At others, it looked 
ike going into the opposito hedge, but, as Poto remarked, it was going, and 
t uas hound to go somewhere , 

To say that Barton was excited would not be giving an adequate lmpres- 
ion of his state of nuud lie was simply raving, and tho language ho 
ilteVed would certainly havo shocked him if ropeated in it -court of law 
ill the same, ho went backwards, and the front of his car suffered consider- 
ably, so did Polo's foi that matter, but about that lie cared nothing All 
hat frightened Pete was tho “speck" — that speck that £ ra( ^* n j ^ 
Towing into sixteen stone of humanity Poto gave three-quhrteis of ins 
ttention to tho speck, and the other qunrtor to the motor-cars 
u Mind how you steer, old boss!" cried Pete “Tou'm got to go 1 bacL- 
Trds, but dcro ain't no necessity to run into do ditch I tmk yon rn in 
at time Nunno 1 Still, I radcr fancy you will be in it before you go for ty 
^des hke dis Yuli, yah, ynli ! Wliatfo do man trying to do? I believe lie a 
Leering ns dough he was going forwards 1 " 

ir You will ha\e it into the ditch *" laughed Jack , , f 

* Dat'a what I'm trying to do, Jack I ain't risking a meeting wid dat 
Oman for all do world Directly I can get dc man nt an anglo I m going to 

typlc him ober ", _ . ^ 

M ^_ tllain ' If you do I Will .make you pay fox it* howled Barton, 

distinctly hear Pete's words - * 



50 


PETE THE DETECTIVE. 


arm®?' BS!oa g wi h t°Ll'LT d ? oi S» , clevcrI 7 W» car «5 

"I don’t mind paSf for it ?hA "Y* bo ? Qdc frantlc to dWi 

you "„ U " 1,J »»"i Step *11. Klto“ toW 

ain’t seen" her^fmht "*but lYu*! to prot-ect mo from dat woman 1 Hi 
You would be nomore ^\nd JYi b ° r ttnd I ^nmr her po*m 

hnk I hab got you L^e Jteh ^go 6 ’?^ 13 ^ a Cat ^ ^ 

sonnd^ foUowed'byTc^sh^SK 1 ? to tbo fnl1 There was a whirnrg 

eD “’ Yah ° ar , t0ppl ^, backlra rds mAo dftoh ° "^ ° d by E ° m ° ycl ’ 3 W JH' 

tune i nf glad jou^fn^liurt J0U ^ a b Eibcn mo room to j»» 

Sarah mighty close Sally mx d^r^ 9 ^ 03 3n Qn F ^ a - v G^y 1 Aaft 
Tvhishera and de eves hl 0 n\“et? de \VMi \° U 600 dat man wid 4 »{ ! 

£?“ ‘ 5W» Tmfc ob dat! HeWoLK b ° E1 - Vs 1»*8 to protect ale 

g Tlf 0U p CaDa g g * show ^ your position, and Bort <*'* 

Now, Sarah ^e^p^rfwUv 311 ' 1 !! 610 ! 1 ’ 13 ^ agam lo watel1 results A 

^n P e T 8Car ™ ld bo avoteo than usele^V 1 

well a* n^ Tent ^ Gr ra S 0 upon, and thiTii aBci fcarfuJI y angry She ne&M^ 
bira like a J fnry ^ ** hc cl »nO>ered fr^thoT^ ? nswer ber pnrpo^flj, 

« You littl ^ r ° m tb ° t<>pp ln ^ car sJie wcnt 

’SSTsh^S*’ “*“$*' " M lc '' d, *>" *» >™» » 

considerably 0311 Kcrt 81,0 tore’Ss’fl^g 9r,t ' t,lcn sho banracrtl , 

“ Yah, T ah vni >» htt,e » nnd then she toro lus clothe* 

deserved it ad ^ y r ^arcd Pete rf n n ±. } K 

de little man w\ m, S bt £ lb Barton a tar™ 1 ^ ear! Glb jt to' him, i*J 
Jane, and yon enn ntlT t am gome to d™~' ^ 0U bab fiiuahe<1 * 

bo seeing y 0 u for^ 0 ^ ^ em U P for youLnif T °r P ^ our sovereigns ln^O^e , 
beneath hJvo,^ 8 ° me *»» to dmT ft m ? dcar ' 1 

„ Then he started the ’ top ° Dot '" added Fet# f 

but h D “V tooTar ^t^Vp^w? 0 / 1 ^ icr Ten ^nce, picked^ 

r awa y to hear ,t te ’ Whl, ° <*0 yelled out something, f 


.< ® J~° P " toPCR ^ CJalm for Com- 

\\y OH can slowflorr ™Somothi nE - norh ~A Taneiod Plot— Con- 


chapter e 

.. » wn „- — «~.W4r J 0 !!si;.-is, 

Vi 70 ".' 8 " »'»» down 

li ^{SfjSP** 

‘frrru.it ^ a °b? lnanirprl ^ in k I hr>U ^ 


° GoHyT^Don't P^sent^* 1 JacIv ^ ou baTe got,nd of th 

to'sa ^n,rs,pJi T k 1 '" b eot ,,,i ob >■« !■» »""*■ 
»i» ans/I'J ,,ck " i *»"■>• *• »»». t. - 

„ aJi, then sbp y^b XT3. °“ do sort ” , » 



bring action fo^ i 

W«»M bar US* ?t ?»»«» of marnag. ' 


BY S CLARKE HOOK. 


5r 

" ^ oes mattor She will swear you hare, and the jury are sure 

t^pelieve a lady in preference to you " 

Seems to me dis is a mighty awful country to lib in,” growled Pete 
Dey make you muzzle your dogs at certain times, but it would seem to 
le dcy ought to make women be muzzled all de year round A woman like 
at ain't at all safe " 

” *1 y° u will flirt with the ladies you must expect to get into 

rouble Both Sam afad I could sec you were going too far with Sarah, and, 
i course, m a court of law we should have to give our views of the matter 
should not bo surprised if the judge orders you to marry her forthwith " 
"I'll wring do man J £ neck if he does 1 ” declared Pete "I'll sot Sarah 
n an< * ma ^ e A er tear him to pieces Still, I ain't going to stop again 
Hit gets dark, and by dat time we ought to be a mighty long way from 
sre, at de pace I'm going 

Pete was so anxious concerning Sarah, that he refused to stop even for 
Jfreshments 

f 'I'm mighty hungry. Jack," he admitted "But it ain't at all safe to 
-op here That woman might hah collared Barton's motor-car There's 
i telling what she "wouldn't do Fancy, just as we are sitting down to 
mner, how mighty awful it would bo u sho came upon de scene Are we 
curing a town, Freddy?" 

‘ I believe thoro is one about fifteen or twenty miles further on," answered 
reddy 

"Well, it won't take us long to do dat, and den we can hab a mighty fine 
nncr at do hotel " 

As Peto ^covered mile after milo, J his fears concerning Sarah began to 
tniiiish, and at la6t, on reaching a high hill, they saw a good-sized town 
jug, m the valley 

The hill they had to descend was a very steep one, and when they got half- 
iy down it. Jack and Sam commenced to get anxious at the pace Pete was 

,;Put on your brakes, man v * cried Jack "You are going a lot too fast " 
,-Yes, Jack," answered Pete calmly "I hab noticed flat myself, but, 
lU see, dis brake won't act Seems as dough dere was somoting wrong wid 
Still, I dare say we shall stop when we reach de bottom ob de hill r ' 

There could bo little doubt about this, because they would come to the 
>gh Street of the town, and no car could possibly have gone through it 
thcrut coming to a pretty sudden stop Howover, Pete hoped for the best, 
d finding it utterly impossible to check the pace of the car, merely kept 
in the centre of the road, in the hope that they would meet nothing 
In that respect fortune favoured them, but at the bottom of the road 
ere was a sharp turn where the shops commenced Pete saw a grocer's 
op facing* him, and ho did his best to turn, but it was without avail Tho 
c dashed straight through the plate-glass window of that grocer's shop, 
d tho comrades wcio hurled amongst the goods, while some customers in 
0 shop commenced to scream, under the erroneous impression that the end 
the world had come 

Pete feared the worst, for he was hurled on tho counter, and he sat m a 
ge mtfund of salt butter, while ho surveyed the grocer with a calmness 
it nearly drove him mad 

Pete just glanced round to make sure that his comrades were not hurt, 
then he addressed the grocer 

Good ebenmg, my dear old boss You might put me up half an ounce 
oh your sixpenny tea, and mind it's strong Been a ,mce sort ob day, ain't 
it? blind you don't knock ober some ob dose tins* Jack You’m nearly 
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jght to be ashamed of yourself, nnd if I was to take vou in cufltody you 
-oald get a month’s hard labour, and serve you right, too Who was 
cmng ” 

i "I ^as/* answered Pete 
^ 41 Got a license 5 ” 
u Pes Here it is * f 

. n Well, this is a clem one,” observed the Constnblo. "It hasn’t been 
Jdorsea Were you going fast 3 ’* 

'Somcling above two-free miles m hour” 
s “Well, that am t fast,” declared the constable, who did not tako into 
moderation that something over two or thi'ce miles an hour, might ha\e 
■■een eighty miles an hour 

r ^^ e * v ^cre going at fitly miles an hour,” declared Brown. 

, Aro ? ou prepared to swear that in a court of law ? ” 

>* w lea, X am ” 

“Why didn’t you warn them when you saw them coming?” 

' 4r You stupid blockhead 1 I nevor saw thorn till they wore through my 
mop window, and that brute of a nigger was sitting on my butter, whilo 
be others were kicking over mv goods Just look at tho damago they hnvo 
mne ” 

<f Sce here!” cncd tho constable, who know that ho had caught him "If 
you never saw them till they were through your window, how can jou swear 
that they were going fifty miles an hour?” 

“I'm ready to swoar they were going sixty miles nu hour ” 

“It seems to me that you are ready to swoar anything but what is tho 
truth and if you get swcnnng like that in a couifc of law tho chances are 
yon will get five years’ penal servitude. All you can do is to summon them 
for any damage done ” 

“I’ll make them pay! I’ll hn\e tho law on them!” howled Brown 
* But, look here, my dear old hoss,” exclaimed Pclo " What is do good 
3b going i o law about do matter De ting was an accident, ’cos de brakes 
wouldn't net Bery well, I’m quite prepared to pay for de damage widout 
Somg to law ’bout it ” 

“ You haven’t got tho money ” 

“ Den what would bo do good ob going to law All do same, I hab got de 
money, and do only ting you hab got to do is to name de amount ob damage 
lone, and I shall pay for it ’ 

“ Tifty pounds f ” cried Brown, who knew that would cover it two or three 
nmes over, seeing that his plate-glass window was insured ” 

”Dcro are your fifty pounds,” oxclairaed Pete, handing him tho notes 
f Now, don, just help us get dis motor-car out ob do wreckago, constable 
“Stop a bit,” exclaimed Jack " We require a receipt for that money ” 
Brown did not want to give one, but Jack insisted, and at last he wrote 
t out to Jack’s dictation , then having got the motor-car out, and having 
-ipped the constable a sovereign for his trouble, they made their way to tho 
>est hotel, where they engaged rooms 
“ Now, boo hero, boys,” exclaimed Poto, after breakfast the following 
nonung ** I don’t tink dcro’s any chanco ob Sarah finding me here, and 
t stands to reason dat wo must wait till do motor-oar is repaired Do man 
a ys it ’will take him free-four days for do job So it seems to mo ant we 
JU ght to see if Brown is going to make de insurance company pay for his 
window You say he is sure to bo insured. Jack, and it am t fair dat Brown 
s k?uh* get his money twice ober ” 4 

Bathor not!” exclaimed Jack "He has made a nice little thing oufi 
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^OUtlODS Vm + oWJGraflv f 6 ll ■£• 

" ^»u d ar P<?CJ ‘ lU:r do 

r° paid for ?- 1I J tel1 you xnr Qw did you kiowa, «» tt insuranco °& cnt - 4 



BY S CLARKE HOOK. 


55 

tins is really very good of you, 0 exclaimed Jenkins "It wi 11 save 
ompany a lot of -money How did the accident occur'"' 

Ton had bettei come and hab lunch wid ue, and we will tell you all 
d it," eaid Pete 

id Jenkins accepted the invitation with thanks, then directly the meal 
finished he called on Brovm, while Jack lent him the receipt 

is quite a question whether my company will not prosecute him for 
nrpted fraud He has certainly made a claim upon them for the glass 
you leave me to settle the matter Tou have mentioned the glass in 
receipt, so that he cannot honestly claim on us I will go and see him 
'nee Suppose you follow me Come in, say in a quarter of an hour's 
b and he will have shown his hand by then " 

?te agreed to this, and Jenkins hurried away When the comrades called 
ra looked verv uncomfortable He merelv said that he had settled 
matter with Mr Jenkins, but Pete wanted to know some of the details 
ie Settlement 

I Jiave explained to Mr Jenkins that there will be no claim for the 
growled Brown "It is all settled, and you need not bother yonrself 
u£r about the matter " 

Seems to mo to be a little beyond my detecting work," observed Pete 
1 do same, if you arc satisfied, Jenkins, why dere's an end ob de matter " 
Fes, I am perfectly satisfied/-' said Jenkins "I shall let the matter 
Mr Brown informs me that he has received compensation, so we will 
ao more about it Shall wexeturn to the hotel?" 

my did, and Jenkins explained to Pete that Brown was too sharp for 
That lie appeared to have received some sort of information concerning 
natter. 

ike fact is, Pete/ > exclaimed Jenkins, who had followed Pete into tho 
room, where that worthy was preparing for dinner, "I believe tho 
6r, or someone at this hotel, must have overheard our conversation, and 
ated it to Brown He made an excuse for sending for me — it was rather 
ne one, but as he made no claim, I thought it better in the interests of 
company to let tho matter drop " 

ftcll, old boss," exclaimed Pete, "I'm quite satisfied Ton had 
dine wid us Where's my coat got to?" 
lere it is, I think," exclaimed Jenkins, handing it to him By the way, 
won't mind me dining like I am? I just want to run out to send a 
Tam to my company about the matter, but I will be back by seven " 
iight you are, old boss," exclaimed Pete, lighting his pipe 
Fought I had got a case dat time/' mnnnured Pete "Jack and Sammy 
tire to hab a laugh at me ober dis matter, still, we can't help dat " 

'vras only about five o'clock, hut Poto spent the time chatting with 
and Sam, and giving some extraordinary instructions to Freddy, who 
come to the conclusion that his salary would be earned without any 
Seven o'clock arrived, but Jenkins did not They waited for him for 
an hour, and then as he did not put in an appearance, they commenced 
u* without him 

the evening the comrades took a stroll, thinking they would meet him, 
in this they were disappointed, and when they returned to the hotel 
' surprise awaited them 

elderly gentleman was in tho room, and lie at once rose and stepped 
rds them 

am glad you are returned, gentlemen," he exclaimed "My name is 
1 T am the manager of the Safeguard Insurance Company I 

*ght it well to see you before calling on this man Brown " 
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r “Why, you tncm he called on Brown Very well, I will bet a cigar 
jawbone of your old pipes that he had frightened Brown into paying him 
little bit more for that original receipt Supposo we come ana interview 
40 fellow 5 ** 

'Stanton 1 liongh t this the best thing to do, so they all went, and found 
town just looking up lus shop He looked considerably startled at seeing 
ack, Sam, and Pete, for Jenkins had told him they wore in Liverpool, and 
oing across to New Tort by the next vessel 

Stanton did not let* him know v ho he was, hut left it to the great detective 
1 deal with the matter 

“1 radcr fanc\ you lnb been lind, old boss/* exclaimed Pete j 

now dat Jenkins ib dc biggest thief dnt ober walked in shocleather Ail do 
icnoy you hab paid for dcTccoipt won*t help you at all, ^cos wo hab got de 
script 4 hcrc Yah, yah, yah* Jenkins forged a receipt 1 ** 

"What 5 *' howled Brown " Why, the swindling vagabond made me give 
lm ten pounds for it*” 

"Hn, ha, lift' Jenkins won’t do so badly over this affair by the li mo 
on hnvo done detecting him, Fete,” cried Jack Ho has robbed Mr 
tanton of ten pounds, he has rushed Brown for another ten, and ho has had 
On to the tune of n. few hundred The man wall mako his fortune if ho 
oes on in this way ** 

"You shut up. Jack Pm detecting dis case Now, see here. Brown, 
cm*m in a mighty awkward position We paid you for dat window', and 
ou hab sent in a claim to do insurance company to try and get dc money a 
icond time ** 

"No I haven't I f m a straightforward man * 

" Yah, yah, yah I Den why are you so mighty anxious to get do receipt? 
t"It can*fc matter to you If I pay my insuranco for the glass, I have a 

“Not* if j™ bab boon paid by dc party who broke it De question is. In 
hat company aro^you insured?** , 

"That has nothing to do with you I havo not sent in a claim, and what 
more, I do not intend to send m one ** 

"Did Jenkins tell you dnt ho was an agent ob do company ? 

"Bust him* No’ Ho told mo ho was sent by >ou to see if yon could 
Hie the matter with me Ho said that you were going abroad and that 
3 would let mo have the receipt for fifteen pounds, and the dirty thief 
tfndled me out of ten pounds !" 

"Did you leabe him alone in dc room?** , 

" Only whilo I went upstairs to get tho money I had not enough m y 

"How much had you in dc till?" ^ , 

"Seven pounds in gold, and some silver ** 

"VPTLnt^’^howkd^rown, loaping to his feet “Why, of courso it is safe 

was at tho back of tho till, and ** , „ * 

"Yah, yah, -yah! I’ll bet it ain't at do back ob de till now, if J^fins 
atched you trough dat window, ’spooially if he would hab had fame to 

?hten dat till while you were upstairs *' ,,, n 

"Fury * * howled Brown rushing into tho shop, and opening the til [ with 
wrench that scattered all tho silver on the ground There was uo gold to 
atter “ Wooliooli 1 I’m ruined 1 Ho’s taken a cheque for twenty pounds, 

id it wasn't crossed v * , , t 

" Yah, yah, roared Pete "It servos you ngltfc for trying -to 

nndle do insurance company Funny ting dat m looking for one tin 
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always seem to catch anoder Must bo do excellent cistern ob detect 
I don't -quito see what you are going to do vnd de insurance company, 
dat you hab sent in your claim ,# ' > 

** I hare done nothing of the sort ” ' 

u But you have exclaimed Mr Stanton sternly ** I may now 
that I am the manager of the Safeguard Insurance Company, and th*t 
hare come here specially on your business You sent a telegram, and 
a letter claiming the full amount of thirty pounds for which the winded 
insured Nov., you did that after you had been handsomely compensated 
the damage by these gentlemen, and that is fraud Put it in which wiy J* 
like, it is fraud ” 


I sent the claim m before these villains paid me any tnonev Bttffai 
* I Pj me * or damage done to the goods m the shop ** “ 

f , said just now that you had sent m no claim to the company ” ^ 
t Because I W withdrawn I wrote to-night ” 

fnr ^ cIie ^ fkut statement Ton state that you were only „ 

" wSl g ?iv\ e 0 * th6D djd I aa withdraw your claiii* 1 ’ P 

Brora ’»tL. 4 * y ° n Ca . n 5° and bang yourself, you old fool'”sn»*i 
i “t £? In S to uialce you uav. but T will now. for Tout' 


iDOTV^ 


SnceL^ K ln e to you pV, Tu b I 4U iow,for yo«" 

now’ If you Mp * 6 an ? bullying mc IVho are you, I Bhoul'd like* 
“Well S!t W ftit ar ° D $ of , my 6 V m kick you out «** • J 

intend to ndlc u la usly. said Stanton quietly. '*H» 

to defend mvBclf fc r f ^ I , a ™ an ol( 3 man, I dare say I shall be iM* 
you for attempted fraud " ^ 1 you tlj is My company will _pro*wd» 

kn "S^°" ^^tfo^the^efpTr D ° tIllng ln TOtlIlg 1 hBPPW - 

think you will find^lnft^mnr 0 s* WI ^ sa y no Moro at present, but IrstW 

the manager of the comna?v -,m) 0rp pr ? ct , !C0 costs y° u very dearly. 1 » 

prosecute you 1 ** ^ Y* °ne of tho directors, and I. shall 

Here, clear out of fh i»> u ^ * 

smashing his tall hat oreThi* ”“ red , B ™ w u» making a rush at him, M 
°j H the Car, but then the nM JL® 8 /, ^ en caught lum a round bond bW 
adrmred verr much His I P n- ge ?* <T man sc juarcd up m a manner tbarM* 
““ether round hand blow with i,,. i*? to Br owu’s uose, then he guttW 
time in Brown's chest, amltW ght ? nd landed a & ain '•nth his left, tta 
®ymg against a small tablo^ ^ at blow was such that it -**t 


ln Brown's chest, and t ?lio IS f n ®kt and landed again with his left 
R r»S against a f that blow was such that it 

several flower-pote Br™n ^ lo , “ front of the window, on which 

With a rrmoV. -r>, u>v/2 » 1UC tnMo _ t . * , xt.,. 


several flower-pots ' BrowT IbTt m front of the window" 'on which «« 
with a crash Brown w£ Va? A ttbIe * aad the plants, went to the fle* 

:: Ua - - 

I’m rnaXf '"^Sd s£S wh 1 ’ 11 n the dcath 6i ? oU ‘ 

ebusf^and he r «tld" hbl i gU ^ ent He He a |e^ ad 8 ^ eral de gy eeS more 

thm sb } 1P a ,,.?'* ,d ^sdy beat deter uuncd to take the rest out ; » 

Zfas ff “V bloated oMb^S- 1D , Erection Amongst otW 
Brown saidhe^^m io i°°ked an absb^’ aItll0U gh he was certainly nct^ 

P 3fS 23RS.5 

>f yon hab a second round, and^anton^n cte " 111 ? ou a «* er ?S 

nton promiso to do his best 1 GobJ 1 
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/)ey must learn to box at Rugby, and dey don't seem to forget de ait 1 
-fours was a fair knock-dovfa blow, wasn't it, old boss 5 Tali, yali, yah 1 
fou ain't made much mess on de floor, eider f 


“Dere lay Brown, 

Upside down. 

Smashing all de flower-pots wid his crown 


“Dear me 1 " exclaimed Mr Stanton “You have a most remarkable 
roicq, my fnend T " 

“Now, see here, old hoss 1 " cried Pete “I'm downright proud ob yon 
bnne dis way, You'm got to knuckle under to me, ’cos I hab fought in 
nany a ring, and I was once a professional boxer You wouldn't hab such 
i mighty easy task if I was going for yon, don’t you see, and if you don’t 
>bey my orders down to de ground, dere’s no telling dat I mayn’t go for 
fou 1 "/ * 

“Then I think I had better obey you, Pete 1 " exclaimed Mr Stanton, 
shilling ” “ Ail the same, I do not believe yon would strike a man of my 

“He's the kindest-hearted fellow yon ever met 1 " whispered Jack, as they 
followed Pete from the shop “Let him have his own way I don t know 
(7hat he is going to do — no one ever docs — but I can safely assure you that 
tvhat he docs ^all be out of kindness of heart Ho will show us some fun. 


if you let him have his own way f " 

“ My dear sir, I certain ly will *" exclaimed Stanton “I shall remain at 
the hotel for the night 1 " 1 

Well, just treat him as you would one of your grandchildren He is 
pnte as harmless^ He may say and do things that nould offend some men, 
hit I rather fancy you won't mind You have got to remember that he is 
mormously wealthy, so that you need have no compunctions in that 
respect His fun is quite harmless He never takes drink, except in the 
strictest moderation, and I will guarantee that if you will only let him 
lave Ins own way, you will have a most enjoyable evening 
"“My dear fnend. I'm delighted to have met you 1 " exclaimed Mr 
Stanton “ Whatever Pete does, it won't offend me I like a little quiet 
-un — oft^n havo it with my grandchildren Bless us, you should see mo 
*omg round my room on my bands and knees with some of the young^terfc 
m my back, and the butler, pretonding to bo a bear, chasing us y, 

boso arc the happiest times of my life That rascal of a butler i 
mee, and Lad the cheek to ask for a nso m his wages the next morning 
“Here we are 1 " cried Pete, stopping at a hatters, where an assistant was 
lust putting up the shutters “Dis is de shop Como in / ol ~. J 10 ^ 5 . r7f> 

rant a tall hat for dis gentleman Dat brim is radcr too straight, and dc 
Mown ain’t straight enough f " , , , 

The assistant took the measurement, then he brought forth a hat, and 
Stanton, who fully entered into the fun of the thing, allowed Pete to try it 
>n . 

"Ifmmo'" exclaimed Pete, tossing the hat on the counter vlicuco it 
rolled on the floor, and, in stepping back, Pete put Ins if oot on it I ira t 
i younger hat dan dat Dis man ain’t more dan in c-and-li-ciitv— lea t, if 
rou had seen him fight, you would hab said so I want a hat wid a mijity 
oig curl Right bp to ae fashion " 


xg uun juignc up to ae ausxuuu 

"X fear I shall hare to charge you with the hat you have trodden on, 
nr 1 ” 
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"Oh, dat's ah right f " exclaimed Pete, handing hun a fir^pouad 
And then the master of the shop, whose name was Thorn, and ^no‘ t 
a jovial sort of man, came on the scene He knew that he had got t A 
customer He brought out every style of hat that ho had in the aiopi 
Pete was fearfully hard to please, and, as ho stepped back to the 
of one of the hate, he stumbled over a stool, and sat on a cardboard ^ 
that contained another hat * ** 

"Funny ting where all deso hats aro coming from 1 *' growled 
rescuing the wreckage "Still, so long as wc get what we TT&nVdtrt* 
an end ob do matter I radcr like do curl ob dat one Wo will nab ^ 
one ) - 

"It ib a guinea, sir," said the hatter, “and I shall fcavoio'chwg* fc* 
seven and sixpence for tho one you ha\o ent on ,f >O l ’ 

, Well, dat's only fair I 11 hab dat curly dne Kow I want scant , 

,/f ! 1 X hatter was quite willing Pete insisted on choosing a bat for 
coul( J have pulled over bis ears Ho bought a white one fe 
AW +w n 5 bimEolf was quite three sizes too small, but kf* 

niece nf of ^^ty by sticking his knife through tho brim, and. 

wluc * he tod under ms dim Then he 
nband w rf. Wt A for ^ Stanton Ho wanted one 

riband, but failing tins he had a blach one ' s 

hatter 1 n 0t have much eliango for yon, sir/’ ob^rv^ ^ 

cheap hats W LltT 11 ’ lel me scc *'11 do tho host I can. ’H»T« 
"m sir' w ted ' w ®»n*t they, Tom*” . , - 

« xu2n Sevemand six's t > 4 - . 1 

" ok ll w ppose sa ? — M > , : 

and dercs ^soberef^ 1 S got do J ivcr? Bor y rail* dereVanodct for ^ 
^°i on know ^ro^^do^grocer?* , ^ 0m * 1 honest men ■ Say, old H* 

"Well I 5 eal0f him R i - 

said Come on^bora ’ m ? n deal wid honest tradespeople { *$ x 
And Pete wont throo 111 timc * or supper t>3 w 

«tnng, while Stanton 8treet i ^ his small tall hat tied on^ 

sho saw him m his W0Q denng what liis wife wonld say 

baganddookmg one Bownl and also what sho would tlunk of L 

and cool for the garden nJh ma ^° U P his mind that it would beju 

thought of him ' oml ho ™as a man who did not care what otw 

Arrived at the hotel P„f* * , « 

served, then they all admit™ 5 r ^ orc d W the best supper that f COUia 
piano, and Pete awoke the drawing-room, where there was 

say that if the abominable j ^ ug °*d gentleman sent down word 

down and lack them all ouk A? « , not sto P immediately, he would « 

,c Look here," esolaiS £?* pIace 
the polite message * _ G * ^hen the grinning waiter had dcli^ 1 

entertainment, and dat if ho °W boss dat dis la ft 

it And you may add dat if ho ain’t compelled to JiBtett 

sages like dat, Mr Pete, a £l OT7 worm sends down any more ™ 

curly hair, will come up to fm ^d a dark complexion and beaub 

Inm bite de end off l ” stuff hie nose into his motif, and tto 

it ry « _ 


and he s a caution ” I^To 3$} h *a unpleasantness mth at 
he would como dmm n-n/t r,„ c_^ kver a message like that, it's ten to J 

Ln's a rare one for quiet V 9 


you 
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■ l 'U r f>ll fell Hall lie can net do quiet in between de songs I’m going to 
-WSobneidel How Yon Yns.’and dot’s ’bout de quietest song you eber 
vrd, if properly sung, de same as I am going to sing n 
fwns too much for the unfortunate Mr Ml rJ ?ii7 1 fi C r 
g Burst forth, but when they all joined in the J?i£a °Su»£ 

1. hurraed on a few clothes, and rushed into the hall— seizing a rid g 
ip : by Tray of cypres^ing Ins meaning _ rtTn - 

* You black scoundrel of a nigger 1 ” lie roared, rus ung in 0 0 £ 

most excited state. " How dare you mako this low m the n 

» SA o'Cook, Sod 

dollop rn fl ” B J0 " 

dhm an inch of your life’’ roared the an ^ y »_ Hall weighed about 
" Now, see here. Hall, my dear o'd bug- beautiful singing a 

ghlcen stone " You ain’t got de nght to “li be so b kely to 

fisc If you were to call it a sweet dero’s bound to to a 

Jtl my feelings According to de ^ av/ bound to be a proper begin- 

roper ending to a concert, do samoasdc C(J Dcrc must be two Tree 

ing, and de time ob de ending am t qu You’ll notice dose, cos 

lore songs, and after dat \ve shall lmb a JLrncmne a good-sized saw— 
hen Sammy beginB singing it sounds 1 P god Cartwheel Howebor, 

SSf : Sf o b ?r 0B ra »g “forty t m «>f. wlU «•* ”“ a 

-w not lav. rt." bowled Hat. -1 -fj-} *■ «■* “* ‘ h ° ^ 
ond of a waiter told mo it was a very q f or yoars, and 

*' So it is, my dear old catastrophe’ Sonic- 

icber make a sound It is one ob do q 1 but do hotel keeps quiet 

imes do people who stay ,h, c ^ c 11 nia ^? D ^ Tnm r)lo and go to bed lou am t 
nougli, and 1 wish you would follow its J? J t wan {, a SO ur-f need chunk 
ranted here Wo’m a merry party, and wo ao morC ndiculous dan 

ib blubber kicking up a row, and making mmsei 
allure has already done foi lun „„ 

"Once mot/' Arc you going to stop u , fl ro , , da j. jf. J8 a r0 w Dere’s 
"But, see bore, my dear old hoss I <»nt ^dm j ldl yon wll nt I will do 
i difference botween swcot milBic and » p a d timo to get to sleep, 

.nd yon, now I will slop de singing ,, y ,_ anl j will show de company 
ind den we will warble m quite a e^****, 

i few conjuring tricks Doso can t di J c He me reJy wanted to 

Now, Hall did not really want to strong for any man to dcsiro to 
frighten lum Pete was far too big d ^ promiso , and he would bo 

strike Jnm Hall thought that offer, a goon 1 

able to lca\c the room without loss £ 7 , , H jj ‘ 0 ^] 1C worse for you 

"Xet there bo no more noise,” kocnc , ^ q 10 0TPB cr of a large sugar 

I am accustomed to controlling nigger , nceroea, and I will soon show 

plantation, where I employ a largo number of negro 

you that I can control you l _ lloo v head and sighed 

Then the great man left the room* exclaimed, ct so I will show you 

",Wm got to be quite quiet, boys, , he o^claxm , ^ 

ft few innocent and silent little tricks w 
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' IP C* ^ &&’&&££ fin? 

”“Hj '•I'f'V Vv’Lm? " l S",r , ™“ J ll *“ t ge»aeni«V*ir4i 

““ “fi P»»“ y <SSZ StS* “ 4“‘°;1"4 a 

' ; yWarss^" de “** ■•-> “'**■ 

. sas?£ ift&s-sS &3«h 

Stanton „ - , 1C 35 d J? distnnco dnflnuf 

r,I P3 closely b lI t C noLr° StOUDdod at Veto’s vcfifcr.1 ^’S 

, aW . tlunkmg thnt tl f 1 "’ tllem m °fo onco t fi <K I T1Ism Ho watched to 
hit way ho at «m.. 7 rausfc bo the tmm’J*? ho-watched. r Jad raid t 
*mt as the bavin* d«£ U€S3ed At first it for that lfc rras.dcwe 

the noise wasLiA neare ^ and wlf 3,1 »«** as regards not*-- 
followed p ett y considerable, thoufh* i° l xcitcd Q»n* ho joined- jn, r 

i5 r x « jr ^ *- ^ i » *-* - W; 

J“ «jfc‘ "" * b « 1«S2 !»“• eamd^ni thal lV 

P on it Iforv, barLino^* °j° them to n^ ef ove rtnnied chairs id 

ho wP» S mnstc rs, but h n B d t)l 0ffhn ? at his Ww be lnad ™rtently fell 
*0 say who ^ Q h ®, thorouglUy en loved !f 8t * modera ted his part 
roared with laughter j^V 303 * noise ® tb e game, and it yon Id 

3 by- —- re iept 

•onld b. ?J° n )a '^hed, lta| Pete teed to dodge' lum he- 

bnt Cdj hare 5'Sd thlfV 0 ^ aiiable 8 an°d ~ V aIarmcd as f « what ’ 

- n .° - ,B. fa *‘ ,r " 1 *»■ 3 SSWjft-flg 


B h ;;: a a * u ™ - 

^sjssr 1, 

“• »A”£p iU'Y -ik-'s 

1 113,1 3 %. and bit th ^ 38 ^t^ pn fto'r inow thnt « 

OIC ^0 fattest b ° hlfc tor nothin, 

1 Tt ’ ^en ha went on wit 
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tho bunt. and having caught Ins master behind the curtains, pretended 
to Ml him , 

'* It was really most realistic, nnd beyond tearing the curtains in several 
pkvers. and knocking over a small table on which there were several china 
ornaments, they did no damage ' , 

1 "Ihit’s do for hunt/' panted Pete "I will ehowjou do man and dog 
5ght when Hall gets to sleep, ’cos dat males a noise ’ 

"Ha, ha, ha» I reckon if it makes more noise than tho for hunt ho 
sleep for bo long/* cried Sam , 

“Here, old hoss,” cried Pete, turning on Hall, who was howling at hi 
bite, "you ain't got do right to mnho all dis noiso at dis tune ob uignt 
Waiter, ]ust you take dnt man to bed, nnd lock his door* I won fc hab him 
coming to make all dose yowls Sly dog bitten you, has he? _WelI, ho 
hab taken you for de for, or eometing liko dat Buzz off! I want to 8 

ft few more tricks " , , 

f f Eeally, Pete/’ exclaimed Mr Stanton, "I think it is time wojveat to 
bed It is past one o’clock, nnd I must bo in London early to-morrow 
" Well, look litre, old Loss I'm g°mg to dc bank to stop dose notes, so 
Hwill run you up in do motor-car. Wc mil 6tart early See here, ’ 

we must hab breakfast at seven o’clock I Lab got do car in proper 
framing Order, and tv o eLa’n’t bo so mighty long getting dero. not at de 
rate wo shall go, Veil, Tatty, yon can go to bed now, 'cos dcro won t be 

j^eto was utterly wrong His room was next to Hall s, and long ^foro 
that ongrv man had fnlfen asleep Pete’s snoring commenced Hall conid 
hear it distinctly through tho partition, and for some time he breathed 
to tho time of those awful bnrsts Ho could not help himse , , 

his head with the bedclothes, but that did not keep out the amt and he 
found himself counting tho bursts at last, and waiting f 

People declare that if you count imagine^ sheep leaping over a hedge 
it sends you to sleep, but no one counting Pete s BnorB , | j, , a <joor 

to sleep Hall leapt from his bed in his night gear, an , g g _ . 

open, went and hammered at Pete's Then 3 rasa 371 “£ ^ fc alone the 

«d a wind had sprung up in the night A big annLred 

passage and caught Hall’s door, which shut with a g Pete's door till 
to him to ho of no consequence whatever He thumped at Pete s door 

‘/•To^4?bond of » », BE «r ho howled "If «“>!> 

III smash your door down, and brain you with tho p Vote "I ain’t 

"Why, I’m ns quiet as a mouse, old ho^s!" exclauned Pete 1 am 
uttered a sound In fact, I was asleep when you wtoroo up ^ dnre ^ 
44 1 know you were, you brutal beast , but your sn g o 

a man into a lunatic asylum^’ rw< - < ' " J n h ^ ^ b e( j an d 

"Well, I should cay dat was de be4t place for yo 
if you come waking mo up again. I’ll come out to you and stun you up 

do dumbly " . 

"If you make that row again ” - , , m,**- Ton want is a 

"Oh, go to bed ! You ain’t fit to be m an hotel mat pn wan ^ 

good sized pigsty I nober came across such a noisy - - 4 

boot, ,t to. door, to • -ho- ?” ' 

“ earnest, and that worthy thought perhaps it w0 “jd ,, _ ‘ 

the order, so as /to save further trouble Ho went to -to® door 
about in tho dark, not being quite cortnin which t was zne 
ike handle Howoier, ho at Inst discovered it, and. then he 
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S,V by Milo A bS’.?»^ ™'y bb'opSVrihl ^oSSaS S 

noise Hall made three or four more attempts, but he. onlj bruised 

shoulder, and this made him fearfully angry ) _«. CA 

“i old boss/' bawled Pete, 'jon rn’t making much noise dcro/ 

“You stupid rascal, my door is shut'” , , T ' nrn 

“Well, open it wid a little less noise How do you supposo dnt I a 
going to £et a proper night 8 rest md you making all dis row= Go to bed 

'^Didn’t Hall wish he could do so, but that locked door rendered tbo thing 
utterly impossible He charged at tho door again 

“ Do go to bed v> howled Pete . . _ T . 

« You empty headed brute, I toll you m} door is loci ed, and I can t get 

into my room , . , - 

“Yah, yah, yah 1 Den sleep on do mat outside my door, and hold your 
row If you maho dat noise much longer I shall chuck a jug oh water obor 
you 11 

“In what room does that \illam of a waiter sleep?” howled Hall 
“In a bed-room, old hoss ” 

“ I know that, you empty-headed brute, hut 

“Den what did you ask for, old boss? Go to sleep 
“In which bed-room, idiot 

Now, Pete know no more than did Hall, hut ho guessed 
“ Top floor, No 26 ” 

“ Lend me a light ** 

“ I don’t care to get out oh bed m de dark Dere might be ghosts or 
tintneks You can easy see your way Good-night 1 ” 

“I’d like to break the Milam's neck 1 ’ growled Hall, groping liis way 
along tho passage, and Pete roared with laughter as he heard him eluftvblo 
over Jack r s boots, which tint worthy had flung into the passago rather 
carelessly 

Hall commenced to roar for a light, hut Pete heard no answer from 
Jack’s room Probably ho did not care to get out of bed to find tho angry 
man a light, and considered that sort of work was more suited to tho waiter* 
at any rate, lie did not got a light He had to gropo his way up the narrow 
staircase m the dark, and it was an exceedingly dark night As for seeing 
the numbers on the doors, that was an utter impossibility But that would 
not hax e mattered, because Pete s guess was for from the mark 
It happened that tho waiter slept m the basement of tho house The 
cook slept at the top of the house, and when she heard Hnll groping about 
she became alarmed A burglary had boon committed at that hotel in her 
time, -and she had ever since stood in awe of another one taking place 
She burned on a few clothes, seized the water-jug, which was tho only 
available weapon m her tootu, then she opened hoi door, and, seeing a dim 
white form hur ed that jug at it, then slammed and locked her door, and 
shrieked on her ton note Hal received tho jug » lus chest, and the water 
Splashed all over him, avkile the jug dropped on lus toes, and smashed to 
moms 

, H ,?!l \ fc *<> ntimt, ntld J-ben he reached tho lower floor 

all 7h„ ni f\ E l f M n ldca Y 1 ' 1 ^ rool ? 1 lu8 ™ 8 . but it would have been 
aU the samo if he had known, for ho could not possibly have got in without 1 
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tit* key However, fortune fn\onred him now* for lie found ono of the doors 
unfastened, and entering that room, lie got off Ins drenched garments, and 
wajijuu# himself m a blanket, went to sloop 
He was invoke nt break of day In Pete thundering at Jack's door 
"Listen to mo ,M cried Hall, slightly opening his door “Send the waiter 
'*1* to mo immediately " 

^"VVh\, do old boss has changed lua rOom!" 

Tell the waiter to bring my clothes from my room " 

“Tab, yah, yah * I 'fipect it Mil! bo advisablo to let you hab your clothes, 
rny poor old ho^ You wait two-free minutes Oh, hero comes do uniter 1 
Look hero, William, JInll wrntB Ins clothes, and he's got dem locked m 
Ins room Just bring up your keys, and I'll fetch dem for him " 

"I've got (hem here, Mr/' answered William “That's tho toy, but I 
can fetch thorn for linn ” 

“ Annuo* You get on wid our breakfast I'll soon get dose clothes ” 
Tete really intended to do so, and there is not the slightest doubt that 
he would have succeeded, had not William, quite inad\ertently, shown him 
(ho wrong kev It went into tho lock all right, but Foto could not turn 
?t, and instead of trying another key, ns most men would have done, Peto 
Ufrod what he called a little gentle pressure 
'‘Tought it was bound to turn Must bo rusty, I 'speefc Golly, dis is 
mighty strange, too 1 Do key goes round and round, but the door doesn t 
roiue unlocked Look at dal, now fM added Pete, pulling out tho key “ Do 
business end ob do key has come unstuck I wonder how doj are going to 
Ret dnt door open nor? T ink I'd better ask Hall P'r'aps ho will know 
better dan I do At any rate, he can't know much worbC Hie, old hoes 1 
Arc you dero? Oh, you arc, arc you 5 Well, you needn't howl at mo like 
det, when I'm doing you a good turn You^know dat lock on your aoorr 
M’yes 1 Just hark at do man yowling, Jack " 

Jack had opened his door to gco what was the matter, and he found Peto 
the broken key m his hand „ _ - , , 

“Dcro's somotmg wrong wid do lock ob do door. Hall Do 0 0 

{ fey has come off in it, and I don't see how you nro going to unfasten it 

"You mosaic* tool !” jelled Hall, eliglitly opening 1ns door "Do you 
'Uican to say tlmt you liaxo broken tho key in tho lock? 

"Well, I blamo do kcj I don't blame dis child m any way I mcrely 
Put n little gentle pressure wid my fumb and fingor, and do *ey kept turn- 
ing round and round, and when I pulled out do top, I found dero was no 
bottom to it " , , , , 

"Why, you stupid Milam, if you haio broken tho key in tho lock, how 
Are they going to pet in to got my clothes ? ' , 

‘'Dai’s uhat I hab come to ask you, old boss I f taught you might bo 
R klo to nnswor dat ono Nunno, you can’t? Well, p r ops Jack c 
' u The only way I can suggest is to send for a locksmith, and le uffl i pi ~ 
the lock," said Yack "It is very certain that if the wards of a key arc 
krokfen in it that you will not bo ablo to unlock it in tho ordinary way 

' "Jack tinks a locksmith would be do usofullcst ting to go , > ° 

iofifi Ho says dat dey won’t bo ablo to unlock do door indent dat man, 
*»a I rndcr tiUk he is right It’s a mighty strong door, and I don t tint 
Q mrting short ob a good sized axo would open 'it 

‘ J ou stupid ruffian, I have no clothes 1 " . •*. How- 

* it Booms to mo dat you are do stupid one . rf/ 1 fltl( 3 gfld 

t tb er, it you Ilk© I will order a locksmith In fact, I will go out and mx 
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one, ’cos I can’t spare dc Trailer for dc purpose Ilc’n busy getting our 
breakfast ” 

" Mako basic, then, you born idiot 1 . . * t 

Peto Trent out, and ho Tvnlbcd through the town, but lie foiled I 
Tvhnt he wanted, and so ho went for a walk into the count r\, and rclumea 
to the hotel }ust in time for hreal fast f 

" Well, did you find tho locksmith Pete*’ inquirod Jack * 

" Nunno, Jack, I don’t link dc\ keen dem in <1** town I Trent ticra 
do street, and ns dcre wnsn t one dert 1 luut for a Country walk 

let’s hab breakfast . , _ , A - , 

"But what about HalP Go says he has only got a drenched nightshirt 
to put on ** 

"Should advice de man to Imb it dried/ ob°ervcd Pete ^ 

" But, bother it, ho can t go about in a nightshirt, von know, 

"I don t see why not Jncl It’s just as easy to valk m a nightshirt as^ 
it is in a pair oh trousers 9 

"Buflook here, Pete, the man has been howling himself hoarse Ho says 
he hns to catch a train, or something 9 
" Should eay he would be more likely to catch a cold “ 

"Hadn’t you bettor tell him von cannot find a locksmith William 
keeps telling him that the man will be there ui tuo minutes He told him 
that an hour ago, to my knowledge, and Hall lias been howling ever since-” 

" De man must tink he is a hungry wolf/ observed Pete *' Seems to mo 
dat he’s gibing ns a lot ob trouble Ob course, I can go and tell him do 
locksmith ain’t coming but I don t see de good ob it ’cos if ho doc^n t 
come. Hall is bound to know he ain’t coming Still, I will pist go and htfb 
a talk to do man, nud try and soothe him a little ” 

Jack and Sam followed upstairs, as they wore rather interested to know 
c7t wo l 1 ^ 6C ^ about soothing tho infuriated man 
I reckon he will need a lot of soothing when he learns that be is ns near 
getting hm clothes as ho was before Peto started,” murmured Sami ” Hut 
wo shall see how ho gets on ” 

Peto stepped noiselessly to tho door, and listened n little Hall was 
S '” 11 ' ™y» at the top Of his voice, and the fact that no one took 
L t D H C o 0f il ,m rendered him still more turnons He had nlrcadv 
Wilhnm therefore it was impossible to communicate with 

^.me, ns, of course, Hall could not leave the room 

tellme the fiTiM runn * n g up «ud downstairs 

an ^7 man that tho locksmith was lust coming, and that he 

? « £ c ^o U d^^- 1 5 n p l° of minutcs * 50 ha lot huS shout. 

:$ iCJTL^SITi J»*» u » do " 

on “i r 4S , si r ;„ c ;”'i qn, s' i,> " “ ion “"“ ' 

howling to a man who wasn’t ’dcre ?WhwS, ™ Uld ^ no ®TV“ Zl 

“ Well, ib he here 5 ” 

‘TrTyo/find^m?’’ 01 ™' *“* 1 «** *“* ** be 


f I’m piat going to toll you/bout dat 


man 


up do town ” ' 

Well, when I got to do bottom 
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ob de town I didn’t find him, bo den I toaght, as it was getting rader Iato, 
and I knew you would bo waiting — ” 

^Did you find tbe ruffian 5 ” 

"Look here. Hall, you ain’t got dc right to be so impatient as all dat 
Tohlmow, Fm an amateur detective, and can find most anyting Well, a 
locksmith ain’t a difficult ting to find, when you start looking for him, and 
? it stands to reason dat a detective would hab no "trouble ’bout de matter 
As I tell you, I found dat he wasn’t dat end ob de town, so I at once knew 
dat he must be at de oder end A deduction like dat is a simple matter for 
a detective, and I made de deduction ” 

is the villain coming 5 ” 

yon" see, as I had located de man, and wanted to go for a walk 
m de country before breakfast, I didn’t tmk it would be any good bodenng 
furder 'bout de locksmith, so I went for de walk, and den came back to 
breakfast, but X ain’t got de least doubt dat if my deduction is right, and 
de locksmith libs at dia end ob dc town, dat he will he able to be found 
ea5 7 uuff. ISbw, lust hark at dat man 1 Ain’t he going on m a sickening 
manner'” 


' the waiter for* him, you empty-headed lout of a nigger 

Isow, see here. Hall, I don’t mind yon calling me all sorts oh names, 
ana doing tings like dat^ but I ain’t going to allow me to go vndout break- 
fast William is getting dat breakfast aforesaid, and I am t going to allow 
yon io make him spoil my breakfast I would rader you went widout 
C ^ or fortnight n 

'You shall £end him X insist on him going immediately Ho you think 
1 to be kept a prisoner m this room all day 5 ” 

I dtmno anyting J bout dat, but I know I’m not going io be kept widout 
breakfast while de waiter fetches you your clothes What vou had 
better do is to go to sleep You can’t hab much rest de way you were 
tooling 'bout de house last night, and now is a good time to take it Go 
; to sleep for twofree hours, and I dare say by dat time your clothes will 
turn up ” 

, J you insolent vulain <” 1 

^Vell, then, keep awake, and sing sweet little songs to yourself, only 
°5 k ma ko too much noise, ’cos we don’t want to be disturbed while we are 
. bating our breakfast Come on, boys* It's no good listening to him any 
I know what he is going to say next time, and it is exactly as he 
been saying eber .since he awoke dis morning—' Get me my clothes 
1 -'I??* sa X b° had better borrow one ob de cook’s dresses ’ 

Fete did not even trouble to tell William that Hall had ordered him to 
- 111 search of a locksmith, and it would have been all the same if he 
because William knew that the comrades were going to start imme- 
diately after breakfast, and he was not such an idiot as to lose his chance 

tips while he searched for locksmiths TXn 

‘ brom William’s point of new, matters were perfectly satisfactory ne 
far more liberal tips than he had ever anticipated, and when the 
gjttge; started ofi they could still hear Hall howling for his clothe^ 
said he thought he would get them about lunch time, pro- 
^oed he made it worth the locksmith's while to work in his dinner boxm 
TW covered the first ten miles or so at a speed that some what a lamed 
f ^ Ml fkmton, but, as Pete put it, the quicker they went the sooner they 
a r ®ach their destination 

I *5 W. XT -» ^ y lJ Ci-nwfrtTI 


y tae ix destination _ , 

i thinking of the danger, Pete/’ exclaimed Stanton 
Eere ain't de slightest danger m going fast He only danger is m 
suddenly, besides, I should say you would be insured 


-were 

popping 
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« I certainly am, but I have the feeling that my wife vr6 uld not like me 
to be killed, and, to tell you the truth, I would not like it myself.” K 
"I don’t tink we shall kill you, old boss/' said Pete cheerfully, and 
eben if we do we will gib you a slab-tip funeral, wid a nice slab of marble 
to cover you ober But 'That s all dia m our way?” 

They were coming to a splash — that is to say, a little stream running 
across the narrow lane It was only a few inches deep, but a gipsy caravan 
had drawn up on the other side of the stream, and wlnlo the women were 
washing their clothes m the water, fho men were lolling m the grass, 
smoking their pipes The caravan was drawn across the lane, ana the 
horses were browsing off the grass at the side, whilo a little further along 
was another caravan 


"Now, den, you dere,” exclaimed Pote, pulling up, for there was not 
room for him to pass, " do you want all de lane to yourself 

"All right. Snowball 1 " growled a ruffianly-looking felloe "Hon't you 
be in such a hurry If you want to get by m a hurry you will have to pay 
toll A soi ereign won't hurt your lot ” 1 } 

“ Sec here, wo ain't paying any toll ” 

"Then you will have to wait till we are ready to go on u 
"If you don't shift dat caravan out ob de way I shall come and shift 
it for you * 1 
" You'll do which 

"Now, ain't dose men annoying. Jack?" exclaimed Pete "I rader tink 
U P a row * eo <*at can hab de excuse for attacking us If 
dat s de case dey shall hab deir desire You guard do car >> 

Pet° sprang out, and was about to cross the splash by tho little footboard 
at the side, when a burly ruffian stepped on the planks, which wore about 
six Ice t above the water, and grasping a heavy stick, he stood menacingly 
m trout of Pete, while some moro of the gang crossed through tho water 
and made their way to the motor-car - 

W 1 r,«Sr t w’l n ^? UO f \° advance tho gipsy dealt him n murderous blow at 
vnth tl Wrn stick, but, dodging it, Pete struck him between the eyes 
clanks ^ im mto tho ^ ater » then, spnnging across tho 

Lrved the be caravai * lnto ditch, and, running on ahead, ho 

served the Bccond one in a similar manner & 


th f most abominable language, tho gipsy, who had eono into, 
le had dropped his stick, but he knew how 

T).i 1 , , , - 3 - , , A , 


to uuuianiUr 

to«XflIlf. 4e a at Hc naa topped his stick, hut he knew how 

hut heTnl 1 Ir.n^ w , cnt , for Pete looked as though he meant it, 

a TJsi&Jsr “° w 10 - *"■ ™ a he re ; 

"All rmhf nm w a \'° TC mto the ditch,” he roared 

eib von a few lilre^t j XC MIn ^ ?°^° "You go on teaching mo I shall 
Wwm^ decS” UI “ edeleS8 ° n ^ty one dat, wasn't it’ And 

o5 his shoulders i” 8 ’ baw ed one of thorn “ Knock the nigger’s head 

big though ho vra^caused him 0 **^ t ? e ?“® an a Wow in tho jaw that,’ 
round the backwards Then JPcte seired him. 

Ln B eU;wlSlalo“g g ttelan“ front of tho car > and > *B™&S 
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«V»o £Zl o7?„V» tto bUt ”° " M d0M ' ’ ni «“ 

your life?” 7 bnb ono ob dc *alke back dat you ebcr had m 

growled iBxU* Rtrnrrnf 0 m °i °t*’ 0T ^ WI ^ bo Worso f° r yOU '” 

Bun with hm j° & ^ho rn P over the head Pcto caught 

- “Can’t k j lcs lndl, ced lum to keep still 6 

till I eib vni? ZH. ** 18 *7 worso tor mo or not , you ain’t going to get up 

and den I shaft ^d° n I ni ? I 011 !? to tnk v° yon for ft mi ff hfc 7 m c ° drive, 
tune, it would wcdc ^ \ unnd yon ober to do police, at the same 

"Well if 1 bc a bodcr to kab to prosecute you ” 

out of the ditcTw^thontmyhclp Th ° y W ° n ’ fc b ° obI ° to ^ them 

TousS we nr«V° d ° wjd ° U t F mlr bcl P for « lon §: time, my poor old boss' 
.w&y from to London, and, as I daro say yon know, dat as a long 

convenient K > f ^ eJ T WG ^* I shall take you dore, and chuck you out at eomo 
people A yoi I wdl hab t0 walk back lf y° u to join your 

ain't , L ^ unao kow mony miles you will walk an hour, but wo 

fit is Idrolw 111 ^ 7 ^ lrder dan fifty It won't tako us long at dis pace, but 
anvtiTio’ tn i 7 0U n ^ttlo longer to walk back Howeber, we ain't got 
u g dowd dat, as dat's all your fault for trying to rob us ” 

"Wnrk - 0 J ? rG 1 yowled Bill “You are a-takmg me away from my honest 

Ton 'wwV J a J*' yab 1 . Wc*m taking you away from robbing people, and, as 
y0Um going mi ^ lty fa6fc * 

set mo (Jo^ Jt° sonT* ** ^ 1YG me a soverel £ IL * 0T my ^ oss °f time, and 

raan cx P cc ts us to reward him for having tried to rob us, 
to set 7 be r , ader disappointed 'bout dat matter, old boss f I'm going 
■ « d °^ bout **ty miles from here ■" ^ 

' ,f Ynn o llG thunder do you supposo I am going to get back?" 

1 , ou t a station, and tako a train for all I care I" 

u Well ° f ^ bo P nce °f a drink on me " 

Proper ^ , ^ ou bad told us dat in do first case, and asked for help m a 
Wond y 7 0U Avou ld hab got it As it is, you won't get anyting, t 

hko robb i tV? ° b * ack °y e9 I kab already giben you Next time you feel 
aro, else anyone 5 r ° u kad better mako sure dat you aro stronger dan dey 
dis little ° 1 ff Taay Ept mto worso trouble dan you are going to get into ober 
up le s xv?i? k 1 or y° ur punishment I shall lot you walk back forty 

you for ft7? Ut do P nco of a drink on you, and p'r'aps aat will bo a lesson to 
Thudi lu *' urG occasions " 

Sr on to R? -^ G te was obdurate. Bill appealed to Jack and Sam, and 
ra ®ati r* ta ?ton and Freddy, but they felt that the punishment would do the 
tad hvo»i ' a 2 d ^°^d him -so Then ho tried threats and abuse, but this 

,f C hltV Cct tIlan bls Reading 

5 &ad (t r rG f. claimed Pete at last, giving him anothor rap over tho 
^Btanccft t? 7? 11 ^°P da ^ noise 3 else you will get hurt You know do 
ikon de rn re ^ d ^> better dan I do Just you tell mo when you tmk I hab 
Bill der?^ 11 ^ 01 ^ i 111 ^ 08 from his caravans, and den I’ll frow him out " 

? ^zzc8 n2 aea -, 0H r cmaming qiuefc after this, excopt occasionally as they 
awards, ho declared that they had come at least fifty miles^ At 
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last Froddy gave it as his opinion that they had covered tho distance, and 
Pete pulled up the car * 

“Now, den, Bill, you can scoot, and if you try to stone us I shall ran 
hack and gib you de worst frashing you hab eber had in your life I dunno 
how bad de Oder ones were, but I hab de feeling dat do one I should gib yoii 
would be considerably worse Buzz off 1 " ' 

4t Give me sometbiug to get back with ** 

<r I ain’t gibing you anyting You will reach dom easily by to-mght, 'cos 
forty miles ain’t too much for a great strong man like you to do m a day. 
Out ^ou get 1,1 

** I H have a vengeance for this that you won't get over m a hurry, and so 
I tell you 1 m track you down ” ' J 

T ^ cne ^ giving him a shove that sent him sprawling 

into the lane, then ho ran the car onwards, and when they reached London 
Pete decided to put up at the same hotel at which they had previously 
stayed y * 

Iretes idea was to get to the bank as quickly as possible, so Jack and Sam 
offered to accompany him, as they had an idea that he might get into dilH- 
Stant 8 * an< ^ ^°y m Freddy's care, while they took leave of Mr 


CHAPTER 8 v 

\ lnto a tho°B<JL°4i Rno Ca °T Tn , kcr > Up— How Ho Carried tho Bis: Man 

Do^ctlvo'woido^s^faohod— TH^ < ArroB < t b,08 ~ POt ° D ° 0 " a Utt '° Mor# 

C JX\ toey mere shown into a room where an elderly 

Jt\\ an .%E a ^ lcul , ar iy pompous gentleman was seated 
a u what can I do for you?” he demanded’ 

m a chair t >, Jv. I S dlS vu a J J boss/’ exclaimed Pete, seating himseli 
to catch de thief^ mi sffSn £ note?” hUndred P ° Und6j and 1 ™ nfc y ° U 
“ Nunno? f U ^tch tho thief I am not a detective u S 

oncoTink you can stop dI\“tes°'’ J ° b> a “ d 1 am ’ fc alIomn B nny .interfer- 
are 01611 uumbers?” 

JCiar 4l % 

tieur “umbers?” 

should say 7 dero were° Miout’fifhL s° n ' fc Jcno T 1,1 Qn y dcro were, but, I" 

-if* w t”V“ oS.t’r»» d “ d *“ i ,omd -*-• b “" 

**I J e , re 0,61 r numbers?” * 

"V 

am t put here to gib yourself fnr« f 0 clerks to do deix duty You 

or one oh dose insects Yon o-cf k an< * P re ^ en d datiYou are a sort ob lord, 
^dmg to do it, and not for ^ a ? e \ for doing your work, or pre* 

self look twice as big as you aro « ^ m dafc c ^ aur an d trying to make your* ' 
I never heard such ptosa nmv,4 ' - ^ 

epeak to me like that, fellow? *^™ ence 10 ~ aU m f h£e1 How dare you f 
manner, I -will hav© you turned mi°f U bellav o yourself in a proper ^ 

numbers were on tho motes }** P^ ace -Bo you know what 
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am 


^ do c %htcst idea " 

frane to 'stop 5K *lioo e »u nmlher lB PPC fi, Il0W d 7 yon SU PP 0<, ° I am 
’ Should say do host wav m „irl u }- no T tho amount or the numbers?” 

1 call here onchmormL to pi ’L,? 2°/ nH do notca dat come “< and 
1 “cc me trouble if you were to f 1 I nro m ' ne - or 1 tink it would 

^otes 2}; S would sJvo mrW ^ T ?’° ^ nnd bnDg al ‘ do 

, iflaja " $ tiniCj and I should not Lab to como out on >vet 

„ “Otw at “ ind> 1 d ° Dot ra PP° S0 y°« ba ™ any 

Botes dat r<f?d ° it^yps^dn £n 3> VY* m £ 3 ^/i° U ®' b j deni * a l wa y s ™ark my 
$1 to do 13 to wotcli all de w b i ? b taUn 5' do numbers All you hab 
/tonjrh anv ob dcmiurt W 4 ! ,* da . fc co , Tno 7 ’ nnd lf 7 0U £eo a pm-pnek 
^ Soc^-tnorning ^ amount, why, dose notes belong to me " 

*«mto tale a bit ob^nl'^fF ° ! 1 d : h ° ss /” exclaimed Pete "He doesn’t 
4r If I had tV interest m his duties ” 

» pm-pnek throuuW^fiT.mdd 0 ! 11 ' 06 ca !?° into tho bank to see if it had 
fflr B could nerform t-’ f, ,0 V] d baTe rather more to do than a thousand 



*nd eco ,f ie Tjl T r d do I'Jl scnd for ono ob do directors, 

fere’s do 'bell 5 dh i,fj . bo , Tr0 , a T t ’ 1 11 shako his teof down his froat 
old boss, mst vr T„ > ,, b ^fe ^ 13 1 Well, dis must bo do footman See here/ 
‘ad Pete wnnt tn . f , 0fr t0 °°° ob ^ur directors, and tell lum Jack, Sam 
, OTurn -tbf * ]lim 111 dls room immediately ’ 
dually made °S toom ” ordered the official r and the porter 

Articular stren^rt,*!^^ 0 £° 00 , He was a young man, possessed of no 
on Pcto’R^L n * ** i *;ho first tiling that he realised was that ho was 
“No W, lust e t iat ^ ori hy was jogjog him up and down 

ft ain’t Yon r^fn iti P°r a 7° y° w , rse ^> m 7 dear old hoss r ° exclaimed Pete^ 
^EovereiP-nn A ,0^* cos you’m bound to obey orders Put dose 

w ^h*t cotne to m n 4 v' mr P^bet, and look here, Massah Bigpot, if de directors 
Th^U Jnclr A go to de directors, and teach dem better manners ” 

Up the a E ae P °f horror, for Pete dropped the porter, and, pick-- 

^6 him ln his arms, just as a nurse carries a little child, he 

* ot iaTQ pu n S D -? ^ ro l ra *ho room All the struggling in the world would 
ibtil be' prmia * him *° ^oopc* and Pete carried him along the passage 
'Jfcd, h e carpift/i-uf <3oor Inar ^ e d “Board Poom ° Opening this with one 
A nuruhrvr ex ^ rorn oly large and henry burden into the room 

W ^t the hf» ® or ^ ou sdooking gentlemen were seated round a table The- 
[jilcroua rpamW 1 ? 0f ^ , 1tvas a sedate-looking party, but when he saw the 
Aook *,1,1 BDlot hered his face with his handkerchief, and his portly 
. "Gelltki! 1 ! 1 . 14 a Tonr of Inuubter burst forth 

D> cned Pete^ victim, “I protest against this outrageous 

do scandalous 10 exclaimed the fat gentleman r 'Ha* — ahem) 

l >K>U rmf ?{ a O wcn ? Ho w are you, Mr Grant? Pete, you rascal, 
®*toefu] r ai 6 , °htlcinan down? Only his fun Ha, haf— er — most 
did n^f l ayB P^ywff -tricks J 

a& PnfA ^ ow yon were acquainted with them, sir," stammered tho 
jYea, y^i T ? ut 3um on bis feet and patted his head 
, ft before T t 1 a T? i met them before on soveral occasions But you ought 
' % llko ihi9 ' F6te M 

, 4 J _ aear boss, de man wouldn’t attend to my business ° 
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Mind you don*t get up to 


"They Bare a very largo account Bore/’ explained JJ 10 stout gentleman 
ff Wo liavo securities to a vast amount of theirs Notf, Pete, what is it 
you want?" 

C 'I hab been robbed ob tiro-free hundred jxmttds, and 

** Do you know the numbers of the note^" 

"Nunno, but dev hnb all got a pm-prick trough dom " 
f * So have a few million more notes that eomo here ** 

“I want you to watch for de pin-pnch ” 

"I see Well, we will consider tiio matter, but I caiPl give you much 
hope of finding them ” 

Don what would you ndviso me to dor*' 

<r De more careful next time Good-bjc* 
mischief ” 

** IPs dis way n 

"Certainly, certainly 1 Good-morning, my denr fellow I Look after hint, 
Jack and Sam Good-bye 1 

Golly, am t he got a businesslike wa} about him T " exclaimed Pete, when 
he found himself m the passage, for the stout gentleman had politely led 
“o! Sri ,? room ' shaking hands with lum in a most friendly manner 
^ m°?i Id^e de promise he has made It don’t seem definite 

enough Tell you what it is, boys It stands to reason dat Jenkins will 
come to de bank to pet gold for dose notes, and at ain't at all likely dat 
ria * vc ^ ' °?*\ ° c { oro ho comas, 'cos I might stop dem, if I had taken 

rin £Ift C ? lltl< i n t0 tafee nuln hers Nor., I'm going to keep watch on all 
n^ P ,f P t Z h ° 60 lnt0 de T Bnn1 ' I’ll stand obor hero by dn, big building, 
,f -Rnfifn^ 113 C °V e9 ’ as 1 /spoct he will, he won’t be libel} to notice me’* 

getlmjr the mZfZl ^ " I,lcre 15 »<* ll “ <*»”“ »' 

if I^lp^h^n Ca Jn« ^° Ut ^ at ’ Jt ain ^ no mv being a detective * 

and left ” gcrous man like dat roaming about robbing people right 


“He P a ?^ himself Ho would bo afraid to do so " 

got to be deterterl ff G ri S ? r ^°^ ^ n *° a ^ rni d ob nnytmg Do man hai^. 

1*2 it ^no l f n at 8 What 1 am to do wad him ” 

Jack and Sam did ° * *1 ? 1C ? raorma g » in fact, it was raining hcaTily : 
drenched to the skin tW D i ?i ea ? Pete, and os they did not want to get ' 
out m the onen nnd 6 l0 ^ cr ed under tho Poyal exchange Pete stood 
which time lie was about ^ omaiacd ^hcre for at least a couple of hours, by 
the street, and Jack and 9nI C ns he could be Suddenly he darted across ^ 
that tho man he was fonnlT.^ ent aft * r lum ' illou ^ they felt convinced - 
like a bank clerk and hr> n„ ia ? uot Jenkins Tho young fellow lookod 
while on thak W wei ^T Cd ? ^/ n8toncd to his waist with a chain, * 
He wore a tall hat and frock t Jf ejr cotlld not 6ce In the dlstaB ^ J 

appearance was decidedly * e11 drc ^ cd » M 

tho left, standing a little way behind 0 fo1 ovvecl ^im U P to tho counter to 

took out a bundle o G /noto 3 ^ aCed ^ on colUltc *> unlocked it, nnd^ 

$?™ T l\ ena ‘ p ! en , Be ’. he said “Three hundred and fifty pounds 


The clerk counted the notes™,, ,, ro ? 5lT,tl(Ircd and fifty pounds" \ 
placed some bags of gold in inS lc v^ glanced at h, list by Ins side, then \ 
them across the counter to thp S * them quickly, and pnshedV 

into 3us bag Ho iust count-nri 7u Un £ low * ™ho carelessly dropped them 
Then Petal hand ins S'* t A c '? °f r once more, then looheS his bag 4 " 
youug fellow’s tan hat with n r 1,0 it down on tho top of the, 

* n n force that smashed it flat, and sent the 
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& »» a couple of porter, ee„ed Pelo, 

' 4, Yah, yah Tal * 0nc ^ a J? d ’ and t]ie ha £ with tlie other. 

, losses, you can^hold on na 1,,w? te hrst tune! All right, old 

do money Dose notes nrl^™ 08 7 ? U j lie ' eta J 1 » 1 hab £ ot de man and 
jHis name is Jenkins ” & minCj ' an ^ dia man lias stolen dem from me 

*»•& forTag^ - lared th ° 8tranger ' " and thafc mone y ia 

ps Hudson ^or°Smiff r ^riflT'i e .+ c ^ aime ^ ^ >c ^ e "I dunno weder your name 
name Ton rohhed t carc ' } Jufc 1 1™°* you if I don't know yonr 

moustache since den w* T at m i°? e 7 nst “‘gkt You kab shaved off your 
^ would know dose uo?„l d would know your walk anrwhere Same ting 
and tall hat for rio ™ 0teS an J rTv l ,ere I suppose you bought dat frock-coat 
"Sad von «f* d8 oc ? nsion ' sa me remarks apply to dis bag " 

“apressea bv °^„^ e notesp” inquired the cashier, considerably 

« jt 7, x tice 3 ^uuner 

asd^ou will filj dem ’ samG as 1 laow him Ton look at dose notes, 

pound ones or do f!t J in *5 ri ? C frou £k dem all It's by de five in de five- 
"It is c4rtn,n V ?5 de km-pouad ones Find dat, old boss?” 
to step mto th is L. 60 » c ^ IaiI, l ed tlie clerk “ Release lum Be pleased 
"You come nlnn ko motioned for a detective to follow 

tafco go of vAni n S’i 1 13 Jenkins or Hudson, as de case may be I don't 

wd Jack anJ cl aD i 80 ^ y° n 9 Another gentleman was m the room, 

, " You sn f i m a 90 ^ ent€red 

tftefr the cnnln^ 8 ^ j 10 ^ e3 ^ erG stolen from you?” inquired the gentleman, 

S S, 'f pl0,Md m “““ B >■ “W* 

"FrMrt d TS !‘“ ori, ‘; PossMscd of them?" 

"That is ao ” one m< * de g rin 011 his countenance ” 

toe some— sfntr e ?P ia ined Jack (f I drew a cheque against our account 
otmds w 0 *7* ( xt was last Saturday The cheque was for a thousand 
hat oho war D lr °° j a 7° a J om ^ account, but we sign cheques separately 
some mnrrf 1 ^ DGd °Y 1110 These notes were m part payment of it I 
e a Bd I do tiAf m Y pocket My friend Sam will have some more, because 
? 6 not tbo i se , our ^°tes, as a rule Pete does Ha, bri, ha! These 
tovever ho iw- x? 5 an d T will guarantee they are not the last 
>bbed him ni/r i i time in his detective work That is the man who 
tccdpmntt i taou &h he has altered his appearance so much that I did 
Sit £2? ]Um at first 1 could swear to him now ” 

Ration, Hamlfn^ 3eniei1 ^ust check the notes given for the cheque in 

cheque 1101 ^ * * exc ^ ai incd Jack ff Here are some more, given for the 
'And x rPAir^° n P r °kably find the numbers are consecutive 99 
^toJcet-bookv* 11 ^° U hotter take these,” exclaimed Sam, pulling out 

^cte^ ^ Gr Tr^i^, he a few* ob de notes missing, 'oos we hab spent a bit,” 
f ? er han s tchfil 7 ?P a Y for some ‘damage, ana so on ” 
ft t hq s hnrJr 116 j { 0 onBkier is checking the numbers yon will explain 
[eatignte tkA° ned> gentlemen,” said the official ”It is necessary to 
I 6 ** 0 fiive or thoroughly, and perhaps tlus gentleman may bo 

X C inf es pl&nation later on ” * * 

thaf 0 ,? 1 ^j U I am a detective,” exclaimed that worthy, and 
old if ^1? ma 7 he used m evidence against anyone ” 
mvrinif 1 S 4t_ med Pete i "gib us your hand! Fm an amateur 
, ( Funny ting, but, so far, de people I hab detected alway* 
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a v<nu tiiin. uu ojuu t you una aia ueiecuvo worx ihukcs you raurr 
poor ? Nunno 0 "Well, I tint 1 shall hab to get some* ideas front you as to j 
how it is done Tell de gentleman what happened, Jack, and don't guffaw 
so much ober do matter Jenkins Iludson ain't guffawing *' 

Very succinctly Jack explained matters, and the detective watched ^ 
Jenkins s face all the time 1 

Do you wish to mnko any statement • r ” he matured, when Jock had t 
explained the whole matter - 

No, except that it is n got-up affair, and that I am perfectly innocent <- 
« ( Gnc * * b hall proHCcute these three ruffian* *' 

A I exclairac d Pete w In dal case, I shall gib you in custody* 
Sena for dc bobby I am t l 16 tomn E to anodor Ntord ” b 3 
dnpq nnf , words in prnato with you This negre 

to lnm tHn dcrstaad vrhat a serious thing ho is doing, bht I can point out 
” T in w° r t hls 9 emd Jenkins, smiling at the detective 
exclaimed Pet* errors, widout your assistance, old boss 1 '/ 

~ provement in mv !dn 1 to a downright low swindler for any M 
a common thief m !L C ^ ia7 j actcr # Tou see, de man is a forger, n« well aa a 
Eider it right fn a d ° n fc carc #lKmt dnt dere, but I don’t ton 

man is smart nn/u a dail £ e y oUs criminal like dot man to bo at large De 
to do now is* tn o ia3 a , wa y **d him dat is convincing, All ho hfl3 
man and dat I'm n nvmco j 1 J ud £° and jury dat he's a mco, good-hearted 
him off He a hnb,„^ nArCl nnd a be will bo all ngfct. Take 

« yL JTii pnvatc collvorsa tion w id me »" 4 

I can explain ^ :)our llfc l | M declared Jenkins «'In a few word* 

position^ crs Qud show you the seriousness of yotfr t 

l00k nftcr - TOl,rsclf ' oni 

^ dS/JiI P^^." C said l tbo detoct?vo tllC “° nCy “ ' h ° l ,OSMSS,on ° f ^ 

Jenkins is a nmrhtv smlrl l0 ^f X ot l r Cal de matter ns you tmk 'fit 
one to deal wid in you * ^ man > but I tink he will hud he's got a smarter 

the detective, snuJ in& bim 18 your account/' answer^ 

detective i” 3 1 mast sav you'\ e done very well for an amaleui 

I ain't at all sur^fot n* ai , nfc t l mt c satisfied wid do business, an/ 

G( ^ rnmoa t will grant oh. eft? retiro , 1 0tt a pension I dunno weder dt 
When Pete tink bout dat Iatcr 00 ” 

by lovely That worthv lmo bo was received m a very cool maune^ 

a stupid idea to p*of infill 1 1 ( v a D0 tips wero an store for him 
All he would have had to rln £ ^ nt be 3 a dged by past experience 

and civil, but ho got surlv -mof ^PP^d was to be a little more amiably 

the page-boy, on the other W| 80 5® & ot fearfully chaffed Tdm 

^ete 3 tept tipping him before IdvoT ^ ^ ^toost to giro satisfaction* ant * 
iou see, Tom, I Wfl-Tif tr-v * _ 4 

“You can annoy ki m all 111:111 for 1118 grnmmncssl'’ ^ 

W.'J 0 ?, »« the fandeat-heart^l ^l^J oad ’” Tom “I m*S 


[e's coming wid a cun ^ « 9 1113 ^ aco S’ 0 yeWow Watch hu t 

n CUP ob cofr « ru.til him wad an old iott 
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Bhaklns 1119 

:; r ™ mm ftW* 1100 115 y° u ordcrad '” 

J US - 

' d Lmly n mif?T fCtCl ‘ me dat papcr ' dCte ’ and 

out of tho room nngUagc tbat no waiter should have usod, and stormed 

“He, he. lic^I did go^Em* 0 t Pld n y otI E0C how vexed ho goti'" 

I* Ob course won are i nS n , m 1 rcaI1 F to keep this, sirf” 

„ Lively enterwl 7l,« * 1 11 £7 hun a gnm 

" Just go upstairs Li vol 'v f n nd °f nt®!* tben Pctc £ nvo lum another order 
don't tinL he vuIobevla/o’rZ d . C ^ h P‘P C ofr do dressing-table ' I 

■ P/i^d on dis table acts ns aW °^ 9Crved Pote < '‘“less dat half-crown I 
lt ,„ ^ acts ns a bait. You see, he may tink he’s going to get 

^iclorof d tho°hStel tL wlm would 1 ! 0 ** n , fc want an y complaints to the pro- 
*> cb an excellent custom^ ^ b ? 8,,ro , t°A. ako Pcte ' 8 P arfc - because he was 
to fetch the match™ n° brot, M lt tho P>P° down, and Pete ordered 
-from where hc s#l the mantelpiece— he might have reached them 

, ' Here’s half-n-crown <L^ n ? had to move Ids right arm for the purpose 
the coin. - - ^ rown for your trouble, my lad said Pete, handing him 

.heep me running- *ni] B « ^ ni1 / P don't'” growled Lively “Here you 
I^ncc, while von fm 4 '\ tho P] ncc » and never give mo so much as two- 
' rr I'll con S. 4 P 1 mt b ^ 9t of a bo ^ e° ld and silver all day long ■" 
eo an ^ fetch ^ ire ^ ^ un awa J> Tm busy wid dis pipe 

° n ^°| Jthalf-fcrown fo5 vou^trouble*” TOm ' “ nd 7 ° U ^ Leep de change 
inf )0 mat,on V he J mT(?ht havo^Jnf h ’ S T0D £ eancc not & mn g Pete aU 

> ';«\aU nced e a a n r0d i- f0r bls own back growled Lively. 

S°ld x f ° no to hurt him/' obsor\ed Tom "He's rolling in 

a sovereign a *nounts he's given me He thinks nothing of 

^ re to Wfl8 tc all your time over the black brute, and 

PJJ5 me half the U and * have it, so I tell you — not unless you 

No fear ^ tt j ^ 

hot go mo* ir. Vt? 9 mado mo promise not to give up any of them, and I 
r Do you pnli iu ?? 11 truth to a gentleman who behaves so liberal 1 ” 
* ail whcn vmi « , hlack brute a gentleman? You don't know a gentle- 

■ <r p> r *> OIJ 8ce Jam 1 

M&f ? S rS?' ^ on 7 ^ JS h a ^ the gentlemen who come to this hotel were 
I shall coZT T ko . m y fortune, tlien 1" 

L So you r p, f n t 9, the master!” 

?*t attention + 1< +i Q carc The master lias told mo to give the very 
!1 ^and Wmf ii thrGG comrades Ho says I am to leave everything 
Tom nv? i ? n l > , an ^ that you can attend to tho others ” 
r hccausf. ii n uauWc d lp3 energies — not that he wanted to get more tips, 
anvoiiA roall 7 a willing lad, and would have done his best to 

J^st on P ^ nra kindly, whether he got any tips or not He 

i n i strives hlcn °i 90 ads wbo aro hound to succeed m bfe, for any lad 
(7 has tn r7 to please oven a surly master is bound to get on 

P , / 00 15 to make himself useful, and not be frightened of work, 

i ~ 
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and lie is snro to become comfortably off, whatever his calling may b«i 
because he can always change that for a better one 

The following afternoon Jack was trying to induce Peto to go out, when 
a card was handed to Pete, and on that card appeared the name of Jabes 
Nugent, solicitor, of Lincoln's Tun 

* Well* dis is from de prisoner," said Pete “Show de gentleman m ” 

Mr Nugent was a portly gentleman, with a llond complexion and lovial- 
looking face * 1 

1 Sit down, old boss 1 " exclaimed Pete “Gib him a cigar. Jack! Help 
yourself to wine 1 ” 

Thanks 1 " exclaimed Mr Nugent “I do not often take wine m the 
middle of the day , still, I will not decline your kind offer Nice day after 

DlS sort n °^ gather is good for de London crops/ 1 observed Pete 

Nmu Sft vZ M V 4 a8 i al i n ^ t fo , r de B0Wers be flushed now and den 

n 7 ? tl i nk dls caBG 9llould proceed?" 

for mrffA rimfnf, ^° u tbo that 13 ^hat I have called about It is not 

thatl" ^ 0XL> bu ^ ^ ou W1 ^ know hest how to net Capital wine 

“Help yourself, old hoss!" 

“Nun™ r tT ber ™ okin e a nicer cigar than thisP 
vations tX made 18 >w 81 ^ esS ma . t 1 terj and can't allow any silly obsdr- 

a sk Cop 1 mou conc e™\l/o^ nt, r^ 19 fal1 ob do law * a “ d 1 to 

« Well t,imr £ d f a8C Is lfc e° n >g ^ cost me much?" 
ceahng the fact that 3 ^7°^ Cal1 m ?' c]l Of course, there is no con- 

OoomLt SL S“”o U “ Vr TU “ t “ tbe— er—lrttlo 

“ O^course^ yoif wnild'linfo to nn’^ T ’ et0 ’ R,lorl ^ff it m Ills pocket 
mg a cloud from his cip-ar «nd°i a PP Gar ln court," observed Nugent, blow- 
He appeared to do so ?n an n inf ^*5 self to the tlurd ^ la89 of ‘ ' 
court is anno ym p* Tlipr nf yn ^ SG ^^ minde d sort of way “Appearing in 

" Shall I hlb l paVdo^ ' there W0Uld be a11 ^ ” PP ^ 

“ Undoubtedly 

I don t see m ^ car a ■Tot* j 0 i , . 

better to stop de case Ww 1q iiL nd de ^ estl011 13 weder it- wouldn't be 

‘ M y dear sir/' exclaimed Nugent opinion concerning de matter?"- , 

and taking a slight sin then bc P 1M £ himself to the fourth glass, 

"I mil navise /on ju^ thoith tL^f C ° nd n P that emptied the gfass- 
y° a ' .^ and the gatepost I once i 7016 m & owll “ 1I i fact, between 

t ** What, sort ob B settled de Ztw “ , SI “ llar case I compromised " 
ing at. Jack?" U de matter ot, t oh conrt? What fro you guffaw- 

" M’yesZnd^e raa/wdl blfnu'Yb to® geatlemnn 3s fall of law " 
observed Pete, taking up the decanter and 6 ’ to «-' ** be £ 003 on at dis rate 
the fender— for Nugent had helned binZif°t y °5 1 /P^ n F lts contents into 
hest legal advice, and a man L£K f . to a f^Bs “I tvant de 
or so, won’t be in a fit state to mh ^P 3 -^ 0 ^ 11 P°rt at a glass a minute 
cs P cl l‘ ;e > old hoss, but you ain’t r^nfi n- *„ Pi 1 m , Wf ' com c to lunch at my 
/ ^ 11 , you are extZmely la/d f ?6t ?Z? nk at ifc > V 

at Pete ' 8 personal tomark^ 7 ,f” Gnd 1 exclaimed Nugent, not at 
touch before lnnoh. J will take a snack P f erba P 9 it is i wiser not to take too 
the usual course, thank you 1" aok y°u will kindly order it. Just 
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Pete Rltcr^rf Uiat P to soda-water Nllgent ordcrcd a boWlc of champagne, but 

any more' Tmjo°to^ dnnlc °m ? ppoilfc £ old boss ' and J ou a m’t habmg 
*««« hVbS„c£??' "“*■ *» ?»» taf 

| c *<fnt otm'ii a^nnner tlmt TronliTl 0 pIn i ca of E ° ,lp ' ono fi sli, and tlien 
.did not mind that Ha t2 ^? d ,avc doae crcdj t to Pete That worthy 

ordered wine Peto * com^fri^ i 0?d °!i wlmt he llkcd » but when b ® 
waters. 1 t0 cotln tennanded the order and substituted mineral 

tt Vr _ 

finished “You^tu^V 1i<? 1 ?^°<? 1Cd J Pe *'' j wben the rather lengthy meal was 
"Ido” Unk 1 bad bc, tter stop do case?” 

Cigars '“I would 6 strnnil 0Vial Nu S' ent ' be ]p mg himself to another of Jack’s 
"And ut Y ou a strongly recommend it 1 *’ 

"mi , 1 1 man esca pe?’’ 

" You don’t g0 n d ^ cs ’ ^°t the man escape 

"Well von mnif L g0 aad do de saine ting again?” 

^ " I don’f car™? St i°°^ a ^ or that Still, you can afiord it 
"A counlo^r « Iosin F frce hundred pounds ” 

mi - tbat Js what it will cost you I think my client will 


acce 


:cept two tlrn, w,iat Jt Wl11 cost you I thin 

"Golly i Ain't nd * and 7 0U would have to pay my fees ” 

"Certainlif™* J0U actia g for me in dis case?” gasped Pete 
"Ha. ha Ltknh d f a r 1 1 cll ° » rv 1 a , m actin S fo f Mrs Sarah Barnes 
* mistake ’peto 1,?,^ ^ dnc : f ba < ha, ha 1 I thought you were making 

hire to interfere «'» bnov,ni £ what a skilful detective you are, I did not 
"Golly!” 

Cogent ''^T ' Vmi ^ 0r t bc lady m a breach of promiso case,” observed Mr 
for two thfmQnv.^ 1CVG induce her to settle the matter out of court 

pounds 99 a P° un ° s a *id. my fees, which would come to two hundred 

frun, anj ^ ^ab keen consulting de enemy's solicitor, and feeding 

I Was discufsing^^ ^ J ou caniG ’bout Jenkins' case Dat's do 

^gent ^i!l.!l Car ^at ^erc is a second case with Mrs Jenkins," said 
f re you’urermr 1 ^ ^ note aame "I do not know that lady Well, 

^^dred ° P a F kwo thousand pounds damages, and my fees of two 

Kug en £ tho window and opened it, then he stepped to Mr 

^rtied him f 41 m ^ ^ le of the neck and the back of the trousers, 

f fall of a fn^r v 10 , win ^ o w, and dropped him on the pavement It was only 
"« liat, brnoi/ 1 fi0 did n °t liurt lum Ho rose to his feet, picked up 
a M gazed tog sleeve, and walked away Pete sat in a chair 

* w Ain't d ° UtUnt ^ Jack and Sam howled with laughter 

Out of avr ^ u ^ v% groaned Pete "De woman wants to rogue 

kfectivo ain'f 5 1 1 , 0Usan d pounds I I don't mind de money so much, but a 
^eagp ^ t 1° bo bested in dis manner I ain't fromg to compromise 


, ~ LfVO 4 - I'WMUUO 1 JL UUll U IliliiU uu juuucj OU ^ *■ - 

^^ase ^ t ia dis manner I ain't going to compromise 

>°W to dn , anyting to do wid lawyers in de matter WJiat I'm 
"Ba'C ^ defend d ° cnse myself 

and me as Witness' 5 ?” ^ ” laug,ied TacL ’ l suppose yon wdl caI1 
aiD ^ 0ln G to put me into a bole, Jack?" 
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I shall have to speak: the truth, joti 


"Couldn’t if I granted to do so 

am’t hating anyting to do wid lasers Freddy, yon ynll tab to 

help me wid dis matter i 

<• Engage a good lawyer/’ advised Freddy , _ „ 

"I won^t! Wm got to work matters out You come along vnd me 
It was about three o’clock in the afternoon At seven o clock Jack tvent 
to their private room, and found .the door locked Peto said they did no 
require dinner, but a little later Tom took them up refreshments At ten 
o’clock he took up more At midnight Jack went again, but Pete told mm 
to go away, because they were bu->y The fact is, Freddy knew a little 
about the law, and he was delighted to have some work to do, because ne 
was a conscientious youug man, and felt that ho had been receiving hia 
salary without earning it Of course, he knew that the whole thing was 
a fraud, and he did his very utmost on behalf of his patron* 

Pete was very quick to grasp the points, and Freddy impressed them 
upon him until lie had a very good idea of what he ought to do, and what 
ho ought not to do There was one thing Pete also learnt, and that was 
that Freddy was an indefatigable worker He struck to it all through the 
night, and when at last Pete went to sleep on tho sofa, he awoke to find 
Freddy still working at that case 

In the morning Nugent called again, and Pete directed that he should 
be shown into the room, where he and Freddy were still at it 

"Give him no information, Pete/’ were Freddy’s last words "From 
what you tell me, I should not he surprised if he makes something out ol 
Jenkins’s case He appears to think it is a similar one, and if we can onlj 
let him think this, you ought to make him look stupid m court He will 
take every advantage of you, so you must not hesitate to take it of him 
Here ho comes ’’ 

Nugent entored tho room smiling, and he offered to shako hands wit! 
Pete in the most friendly manner That worthy gave him a grip thal 
made him howl and dance 

"Yes, it is a nice sort ob morning, old boss/’ answered Pete, working 
his hand up and down "What’s dat? Hurting? Must be a lank ob gout 
You phoula be careful wid dat gout Port wine ain’t good for de gout, yoi 
know Eh? CruBhinjg your hand? Look at dat, now 1 Sit down, my deal 
0 ^ ri° 9S m °nnng, ns you say Was dat what you came to tell me? 1 

f Can we have a few minutes’ private conversation?" 

"Suttinly 1 I can gib you half an hour Like a glass ob wine M'yes' 
Bery well, we will ring for it Now, den, fire away wid your private con 
versation ’ j 

"But this gentleman?" 

■k private secretary, ond listens to all pnvnte conversation Fin 
away! Let mo see 1 

Pete opened tbo mndoK and looked out It tvaa about forty feet fron 
the ground Then lie gazed at Nugent, and gravely shook his head K 
«« J^V^ured G ff aiQ9t accidents, old boss?" inquired Pete 

Now, let s discuss this in a friendly manner/* said Nugent, edging hi 
chair a little closer to the door " It is not for mo to suggest anything 
to you, but, I understand this is not the only case There is Miss— - 
Stay, was it Mrs Jenkins? Let me boo Ah, I appear to have left m; 
papers in my office Howorer, it does not matter Wd will refer to tb 
lady as Jenkins 

profound?^ ^ dat C3S ° Deed ** brcm £ bt up/’ observed Peto, sighinj 
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ns to^ct lio'capo co^into cftnrf 1, ^ m $. chcDt > ^ if jou arc bo ill 
Ifow, I fTon’t rtnafc dnt Paco mfit « " ,'L * fc "^ lfc wouJd n]1 transpire ” 

? (o do inti dm o nc » ' toned, said Pete ” It ain't got any- 

Look^d^novr 1 ’ 1 ^ c,icut cln,ms thousand pounds damages?” 

iTToti link ^ 0I ' r ' as1, r °rtu«c that is a small sum to you ” 

Im glia^SnlSt Y °^ wdI ^ 0;er feo1 (ho loss ” 

SumwA • n Unfc d3t - m y dear o d ho<"s ” 

.--/«f?hcS"”' rri, ° a ,CttCr * ™ an offer, and I will submit 

, f °, r * r,tia p letters ” 

, 4f Dont^e'cm tei,J?!| nto d,recfc ic B *™cs?" 

‘‘\on nSet -I? ^ . an \ y^nrning dat way ” 
fanner" ~ • c e, that you hn\e treated the lady in a very lieartlos* 

; ."I? 11 <»lk, BO'” 

; ;;, > fvt'3»t. 0 no,.r ,bt “ l “ ut ‘' ,o ”“ ,icr -” 

' •UsK. Joa^aift «° mo an ofi,erF ” 

"I mean an nfr 1 . oM *oV»au m diegniso, 

, "Tough? ™ °J* r wtllo the matter " 

use oh do rtU nn *> °r^ or Diarn Bgo Bo you tink wo could make 
to gih mnrrk a \ 06S ^ ^ ™ ndo nn offer for lnm, Freddy? I shouldn't - 
^ H feon ob druifl/nlll. a for him We might uso him * 

£ e tfpii}g v. m kui don, you ^ 10 , wo ain't got n, door dat wants 

5 you were {a * ' 10 ^ I don t tin] J will uni e an olTer for you, but - 

gib ° r orne ra r an d bono man, I shouldn't wonder if he 

bobber for rnru^^ ^ or y° u us > ou Btand Dare would bo a good lot ob 

“hnaao i •?£ l\"V 10 J0 / Jn ? mQltc r " 

k :mncdl °u a joke, I must say Now, what is do 

coming here is to sa%o you expense ” 
a n ? j von ^ dunno when I eber heard anyting lander 
are L,£ C °\i dat ', Predtl ? 1 slialUlen dat kindness in court " 

>re l n ^ l ° of said Freddy 

? ? oIlCi tor, s, r p** ^ 

Tcgal n jT 3ny interposed Pete "He's a sort ob un-~ 

hut *r G i ^ ou fiec * I dunno weder all lawyers arc as honest^ 

yon do oj U nrc ^ * wouldn't liab one who swamped down wino 
habn't rrnf « it doesn’t make any difference in your case, 'cos 

wine vm, ^ taui muddle, hut if yon had, I'm mighty certain 
L Y «ur rc r ,! 0nSUni0 v ’ ould «'t IJO good font ” 

f r re an ver ^ P crfl onaI If yon havo no bffer to make, why, 

' Oh, you%- tho »a«w " 

L.^ttainlv Jm dccidc D °t fco take do caso into court, den?” 

fruccopfiAT' wholo ^natter will bo shown up J may toll you that 
^ram:o 7* » 2n findlT1 ff out all about the case with JenLns, and your 
ft<x)k a f -j , c °nrfc of ]a\v vijl not redound to yonr credit” 

Only thnf b, MowI Anytmg more to say?” 

Jt tful mahner^ 0 Can F)0 no don f > f tIj at yon liavo bebared in a voiy 

:^h»t dat, bowl” 


t 
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" I think the least you can do is to write a letter to her ” 

<( I dunno what to say Suppose you write de letter for me* aud I can 
put my signature to it ? 

"Well, I would suggest something like this/’ said Nugent, in an offhand 
manner Then he wrote the following He knew that his case was weakj 
because there was nothing in writing 

My dear Mrs Barnes, — Although deeply regretting any sorrow nn 
action may have given you, I feel sure you will see that it is far better I 
snould not enter into a marriage which I feel sure would lead to unhappi- 
ness, and I therefore ask you to further consider the matter, and to release 
mo from my ^promise — Yours very truly ” 

, dat ® a ca P!tal letter 1 ” exclaimed Pete, picking it up and reading 

Ti Uy 4 . 1 W 03 ? 'L 1 S1 ? n ra ^ name to d *s it will be allright?” 
handwriting ”° U ** ” y° u wero to copy the letter out in your own 

“ 5^“* £° y° n tir >k bout dat letter, Freddy <” 
mo- Vn? 1 ^ 1 ^„ Not ,l u 5 8 ' , conld be dearer,” answered Freddy, sliglitly wmk- 
tlien von <> m ?M Perhaps you would like to keep it for a day Or so, and 
then you could consider whether you could improve it in any way ” . • 

matter M vcc ca, J; Prcdd y * ® tl ^» I shall follow your advice m de 

his pocket 17111 6 eCP ° n dlS letter/ ndded Pete ' Pitting i£ into 

swIThan was «5* tly t T lt f\ lcd 110 imn o lu °d Pete and Freddy far more 
" y erv -n-p]] i a 1 ? 6 bl ^ he was not the style of man to show his hand 

sure von wish ’ f «T d t U may P 0SS1 % save a lawsuit, and I feel 

“ Dat s mie-htv l ,„a X am acting m a friendly way towards you ” 

de matter W f E T’ 0,dh ?^ * tink dis letter would quite settle 

'cos it IK ,„rf i t ‘ 1 w °uld like to consider it furder wid Freddy, 
° f TVolf j y*T«S 1 may Y hnk * advisable to sign it ” 7 

Ins offhand 1 manner’ ? "“ifr Vo 6080 y °l ,r8elf nbout tbat » said Nugent, m 
would suggest Allow m^ 7 ”^ ay ’ tb<5re 18 ]Ust onp sb g bt alteration 1 

but not°tho letter V ’ obs ® r ' C( * Pete, pulling out his pipe, 

mind and tear de letter ' ° 4 hoss, I rader tmk you might alter your 
spoilt Shall show dnt Ipftpr + n< p ^ Wee a good letter like dofy 

don t link it rf good letter^* W ° de ]ud ^° and W* Mk dem if dey. 

" Bcrv gMd 1 1 1 ™ 7 11 P consul c’ r j”* 1 “A 186 rGt l uesfc yon to return it ” ; 

advisability ob signing it VnhV 1 mntt ? r . a t de same time I consider de f 
will link dat is a goof letter tA y .f X >. certain de judge 

our side ob de question Ob course it *^1? V lbwi]1 do mu ch liarm to' 
to get someting in writing No w u , 6llOTr how anxicm8 7 on were: 

it ain’t at all likely dat I m eoTnt^T V bep ?_ an y hn £ m speaking, so' 
morning J m £ 0ln S to put anytmg in writing Good l‘ 

o £2 *S ‘w*—* »» a — i 

bfrn m any way?” “gher, Freddy Do you tinl de ffill will hurh ; 

"I don’MhTnk it 8 is 0 a\fv r rfoVty n orfifK d toft** 7 * J? tU pCrfcct seriousness 1 ' 

drop on ” ^ or feet, and there is the pavement tc^j 

,r Nmino”” e01Ue: l0 rCh ' rn TOy Property?” demanded- Nngcnt '' 


"Tlien I shall call in a policeman ” 
kon can call in two-free if you lii e< > 


answered Pete cheerfully " Di 
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“Ir 1 MdOT “• a ey „ , anMU , B 

;;S.nS,„g,?““ t f “‘ r v ' a *- Md — ” 

MS »ga.^ k"t 06 Prfe waited toward, tun 1. 

^ he looted at Preddv nn/f/ jrlucli Pete slammed and locked 

f f aoj lad aa P™**-, tl.j did not 

te waited several mirmtpo +i fflnn of law would be listening outside 
v£l at °J hlS °r r ed tho door, an! brought 

«j®itWd?ofeV ToVf iav °° 


same 


Den 1 6 wAUHH 

’ v'llincf, I J5?¥* Freddy, and do your best " 

> -iff g f *»>*£ £3 h°im™ Pl ° y a e °° d kwyer 

C'jyen of man y " 

£j r? ifl y°»° and" I 7 ™ U n° to ° bus y io attend to my case 
mj f 19 ab out Jadr nml ^ J WC pay do costs ob de trial Be only 
de laugh at me - Saminy You see > de 7 m ^y make it go wrong 

^nds promise thn^nL Stop J T beheve we can manage it Make your 
of 5? ^gbt 'W <5 ] lave * P^y the fool, and I believe we shall come 

thin 011 -^ ^ or a counle nf * 1 °^ e ^ e ^ r tlung Now, if you will give me lea^ 
to*, ? You can be buta fl a ^ 8 ' ^ bebe ve I shall be able to find out some- 
(f j ar tbe hght of day^ ,ere 18 somotbu3 S‘ in that woman's past that wnl 

-i $6* we won't ? n liufair advantage, Freddy '* 

^Puf 6 a \* e to $nd 1 ^ out ^ ^ must bave the tiutli, and perhaps I 

note ^ your pocket, nrd go ahead ” 

, Jes, yon C an y ar to ° llberal > I cannot talc " 

10 - a £ as you hi™ bab ^PC^ses Go ahead, and spend as mucli 

??/ b out de tria?%,ii * keop de rest Nuff 6aidr 1 ain't speaking any 


•reto went d v Comes off ” 

?°°i he^fo?wf 3 i ^? d ha\ing loarnt that Jack and Sam had gone 
u d them m +U- J? e( % ^ bc n m thero, and after a considerable search, ho 
1 Bnenkirirr °vt° ^^ OT1SO P ' or s ° ni o moments the two gazed at 

astere looking io? J| , ^bey burst into roars of laughter, which caused 
ut her glasscR in 7 bo was showing her school pupils round the place, 
lJ°* 0 her a r.n^ re ^, ri 9^ and guzo at Jack ana Sam as though they 
to lauehrA T Sonn ^ l injury Perhaps it was because some of her 
„ j r cto huo-hiTio* m°°' a ^boug3i they had no more idea at what Jack and 
..{W* c ri 'L 1 '? 7 !, 51 ^ Petc h ™self 

w,, 01 ' IcoJ. }, t0 roiat’c ss "I am astounded 1 '' 

^miLieis, ' mm mured Mabel, ^ 


r ho was one of the 
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u Unless your unseemly lutantv erases, I flhnll t4\Ve you all back to the 
school, and thcro will be double lesions** 

* Don t punish do girls, my dear 1 * said Pete " I like to fioe dom liappv 
I link doy must lie laughing at dc moul oys aud J ieL and Sammy, finite 
dov are laughing at tne" 

Por some moments Mm-* ^author** wan Hpcochlc*«? At last she spoke, end 
her words ought to have withered tho t ill off a monhey 

Did I hear aright' she cried ** C in 1 believe m\ cars 1 A negro to 
address me — to address me in that imolcnt manner! 1 

* But, my dear I didn't addrt s you in an~ indolent won net/' groaned 
Pete who had not bargained for bringing down the nu tcr^ I&dy*H wrath 
t u Ins own head 

Ion dare to address me as \onr dear — fellow!** 

Tins was too much for Mabel She nhnel od with laughter, and there 
were \ory few f of the young lndic3 who did not jmn her ^ \ 

Begone 1 You insolent (reature, leave m procure ** cried Ifaw 
Smilhors, advancing towards Pete 

4 WoolioohP* yelled Pete bolting bfhmd Jack and Sam a Steady, rnv 
dear 1 You whack in at Jack and Sammy I in most afnud vou hah tea 
much practice for dis child VnPt I might) glad I rdn t one ob yonr 
schoolgirls Its all jour fiult, Jael and for starting de guffaw 1 ** 

Well, come and have a look at the monies a 1 mi id Jrek 

4 ‘ What’s dc good, when I tan nee you and batuun anv day ob do weAP* 
inquired Pete And tins made the girls laugh ogam The fact i*t they 
Uad come out for a day a eujoynunt, and v ere ready to laugh at anything* 
but Miss Snutherrt did not allow sin h MitgantN in public *}ho most her 
young ladic^ were expected to do was to smile, nml they MUnctitnes got 
lcprunandfcd for that 


tuibel appeared to he Die liveliest of the lot She vraa a pretty litU* 
gi-j] and found amusement in almost everything She was not a favourite 
jut i her mistress because of tins rj levitv, and she rc iej\cd n locUm from 

l^i ratttas ™bC'™u “ ,cnt, “ <" "» »“ ln, '“ n ' ' ril “ ■ 

I "* « 

, a pity, ifnbtl, that you, who have been mfted with speech, 4 

Smithers° USC * roUr ^ cnt 8*tl by passing sensiblo remarks ! ' declaredMisJ *■ 


.1 9 0 U V I™ Uy ;^J™ lt1 “ 0r8 - 11 ,oo]v8 JUBt “» though It could talk !** " 


VA't 


rm 1A W , ~ ' ^ UiOTO POnSlMC'" 

andbhn W .? ann ? lts P aw through the bars of the cage . 

^ St that 'voice really Hounded ns though it came fronts 


made 5 Mabel^shriek with Inn U £+’ re3aoiJ cr - Vj ailtl the expression on her face.! 

Peto away before Rginn Jac,: thought it advisable to get 

eto away before Ins ventriloquism caused further trouble ” « 

they ^ot to the Fnrtlfe^de^^ Ja ° k aMtl Samrn J' r " squired Pete, when ' 
, ha, lia 1 All ngkt ! exclaimed Sam “ You will see presently 1 


/ 
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J5S, Ztf'r* t0 Nearer where the joko came in, but they simply 
A° l el1 LlU1 ’ so , 3l ° ? ado 0 few more animals talk to people, and then 
[atf vr a rf^ ^ av f eon ?5 * nuc b , but, as they tvere on their way to get it, they 
w Mabel by herself, evidently lost J * * 

'"{tot 70 ? ntPj 0 ** P art T ? " mqmred Jack, raising his hat 

ire?'' ^ eS 18 exactly what I have done Do you know where they 

? 0 ^ but we can easily find them for yon 1" 

l°° k a t that baboon again, because Miss Smithers was 
i 01 V air ^-» and I made sure she would bo quite half an hour I 
. u t r 711 * 1 * J Was away ten minutes, and wlien I got back thoy were gone f " 

J. nope YOU WOlPt (Tfi f. 1 n flTVT frnllMrt TM “rr I } nrolnimoJ 'Dn + n 


f w Vjr ° n ^ £ e t in ^° any trouble, my dear 1 " exclaimed Pete 

^ el J r am afraid I shall, but that cannot bo 


[fcttihg into tr" bl ^' 4 x OUUA1 > but that cannot bo helped I am always 

in H ow de address, so eben if we can't find de mistress, we can 

PnrH H°\ ^° W ' l0fc,fl e0m ° and ha ^ a 100k 1" 

^ avoar them They searched in vain, but Mabel did not 
tan 10 toned now She chattod with the comrades as though she 

W iTa^ 11 taem ^ or months, and they told her about some of the animals 
, yhad seen m their wild state 


** W 11 i t r VV * 1U etate 

. * here, my dear 1 '' exclaimed Pete at last "We don't appear 
1 tohaK 0 tC find de old Iad ^ 80 1 rea % tmk de 


1 tA U u ~ ’ w -***'* uiu juuy, hu x reuuy tiujt de best ting for you to do 

+ 1 ? some tiug to eat You must bo hungry by dis time, and dere can't 

t? 171 bnbing someting to cat!" 

h<vh/ l *v haven't brought my purse I know Miss Smithers would not 
how us to buy anything, and—" 

efrn 1 ITiakes 110 difference," interposed Pete "We will come to some 
fen TV m ° nfc and wo can liab sometmg to eat sitting out ob doors 

t* T Cffa, t find de lady, wo Will see you safely back to de school " 
would rather you saw me home My father will not be cross ‘ n ’ £ 

‘ w with me " J 

ill r i? 11 ^ wonder at dat, my dear! We will see you to your home 
"NtT T Ca ^ ^ ou don’t lib at de school?" 

^ am a day boarder " 

ou* will be arrangement We will see you safely to 

L t aer s home, and explain to him exaotly how you got lost, den we will 
at ^niessage to de school for you P'r'aps we shall find de lady 
iV|a °P e we BliaVt!" cried Mabel "I really don't know what she will 


He 


Wo 


atiM 1 ordered exactly the sort of lunch he thought the little gir 
Die* ftm/j a J* d sko seei hcd to be quite happy, though when a high-pitched 
iv oloso to her, she gave a violent start So did Pote, for, look- 
he saw Sarah Baines, and he would rather have seen— well, sny a 


“ Such 
^SEgonsJ 

I call him a, thief and a villain of the deepest dye 


Mrs 


a wickod scoundrel I havo never met in all my days, 
exclaimed Sarali, stopping m front of Pete aad ^nd drying ^ 


tc 1*a + T nim 0 . tlnef and a villain oi tno aoep^o ~ 

"'I and ou e:^ to be hanged Oh, you sinful w^tcL- 

- n 1 believe lie is wicked at all V’ cried Mabel He has been very 


)0d tk " oouev e he is wicked at all V cnea mauci ^ ^ 

Sak and 60 have ]u s friends » How dare a common woman like you 

irr* them m such a manner? Go away 1 " 


lr Iln » , 1U SUCa ft mann 

yoa buow who I am?" 


# 'Nn v;/^ w Who X am?" f A 

• C V 0 ' aad ^ don't wdnt to kdow, you insolent creature! cnea 
What is tbfl itftmnml/ill nTlO of til© lCGCpSIS, CO 


Mabel 


^ u is the matter?" demanded one of the keepers, coming up 
r negro is an insulting vagabond I" 
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“ What lias he said to you ? ” 

“ Do you think I would allow the creature to speak to one? I am bring- 
ing an action against him ” 

“ Oh, well, yon move on 1 Ton mustn't make a row here 
tr I shall please myself, you insolent vagabond *” 

" It seems to me, old fady, you've been having too much to dnnk, and 
what yon had best do is to keep qniet, unless you want to get locked up >” 

** Jack/' murmured Pete, “1 believe dat man is de brabest on de face ob 
de earth Should say he was braber dan Nelson or Napoleon, wid Welling- 
ton frown m Fm going to reward dat man Wait a minute 
Pete saw the keeper get nd of the two ladies, then he approached lnm 
“ Golly i I dunno how you dared do it, old boss!” exclaimed Pete 
(t She's been having more than is good for her I've had my eyo on 
them, and they go and look at a few animals, then one of 'em says she 
feels faint, and ofl they go to get a dnnk Does she know you?” 

“ Golly r Yes She is bringing an action for breach ob promise ob mar- 
riage against me, and I wonld as soon hab tought ob making lub to your 
fiercest tigress Put dose five pounds in your pocket It's worf ten to hab 
got rid ob dat woman f " 

“ Five pounds gasped the astonished man, gazing at the coins “You 
can't mean it?” 

“Shove dem in your pocket, old hoss 1 ” 

“ But ” 

“Well, I ain't taking dem back, and chance it I rader tank 1 know 
what Jack and Sammy were laughing at now Dey must hab seen dat 
woman earlier in de day Well, it doesn't matter, only I ain't at all sure 
dose boys won't play do fool wid me in court If de ^udge makes an order 
dat I am to marry dat woman, I shall holt 
Tins idea of Pete's was duo to Jack and Sam, who had spoken several 
times concerning the matter, and remarked that they hoped the judge 
would not make such an order Pete had got the idea that he had the 
power to do so, and it worried him exceedingly 
The comrades saw nothing of Miss Smithers in the afternoon, but Mabel 
had a splendid time of it They told her all they knew about the beasts m 
their wild state, and how they had hunted them in various countries, then 
early m the afternoon they left the gardens, hailed a four-whcoler, and 
drove to her father's 1 house, where they found that gentleman, m the com- 
pany of Miss Smithers, in a very anxious frame of mind 
* “ Oh, father dear !” cned Mabel, flinging her arms round his neck and 
kissing him “We have had such a lovely time 1 You see. Miss Smithers 
lost me — at least, we lost each other — and these gentlemen found me, and 
brought me home They told me all about the wild beasts—they have 

hunted them, you know — and Pete made mo have lunch with them ” 

“Lunch with the wild beasts?” exclaimed her father, laughing at her 
happy young face 

A Of course not I had lunch with Jack, Sam, and Pete That is Jack, 
and that Sam They were so kind Pete is more amusing than the baboon, 
and you would not believe how funny that is 1 ” 

“ Yon astound me, Makel 1 ” exclaimed Miss Smithers It was a favourite 
^ .expression of hers “I assure you, Mr Harding, that it was through no J 
faplt of mine that y6ur daughter was lost I searched for her everywhere, 

rjnd— — " 

“ I expect we were having lunch. Miss Smithers ” 

“This is very kind of yon, gentlemen!” exclaimed Mr Harding, shaking 
hands with all “ I am afraia Mabel was at fault, but ” 
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** old ho^s*" exclaimed Pete * Be child did her host to find her 

gourwc*?, and we Jielped her all ue could* den, when wo all got hungry, 
00 course, we had to hnb someting to eat 1 " 

,4 And do you know, father, Pc to has tamed lions! Jack told mo bo 
They have been nil over the world 1 " 

“ > you run up to >our mother, and tell her you have returned I will 

order n cab, Miss binithcrs Those accidents wall occur, but on this occa- 
sion it as very evident that Mabel has fallen into friendlj Lauds!" . 

11 Do \ou with me to correct hor for her delinquency • i " * 

"Well perhaps on tins occasion >ou will leave that to JTer mother and 
me,” smd Mr Ilarding, glancing at his daughter, who was making signs to 
him behind hor governess's back "If you will wait one moment, Mrs 
33 irdtng will be down, and when you ha\c had a cup of tea, I will order a 
conrcymice Will you step this wav, gentlemen? Mabel will wait 
vilh " 

"Yes, I will bring mother dov n immediately *" cried Mabel, rushing 
from the room She Jind 110 intention of waiting with her governess She 
} new that there would be at least half an hour’s lecture the following day 
before all the girls, and she considered that would bo enough 

"An only cmld. Miss Srmlhers*" murmured Harding "Perhaps her 
mother spoils her a little*" 

" Excuse mo 1 I fear that fault is also with her father Mabel is a cluld 
po^o^ed of wondoiful ability She is very quick at all studies, but this is 
not o\ cry! lung I assure jou she causes mo great anxiety *" 

"Dal child m all right, my dear 1 " said Pete "Don’t you woiry ’bout 
her I" 

"Ah, here comes my wife 1 " exclaimed Harding, getting Pete from the 
room before Miss Smithers could frame her reply 
He led the comrades into the library, and then ho looked rather comical 
" You mustn’t scold Mabel, old Loss*" said Pete "It wasn’t her fault*" 
"I’m afraid if it was, neither her mother nor I would scold her," an- 
swered Mr Harding, smiling Miss Smilhcrs is a worthy soul, but— well, 
she appears to forget Unit she was a little girl once Mabel is a wonder- 
fully good clnld — a little wild, perhajis, but then, ue should not caro for 
children so much if they were like ourselves I owe you a debt of grati- 
tude, gentlemen V* 

" Don’t imagine such a thing *" exclaimed Jack u I assure you that we 
hare spent a most enjojablo afternoon We would have brought Mabel 
bad earlier, but expected to meet her governess, and tho little girl 
seemed to be so lmppy m the gardens, that we were tempted to stay longer 
You sco, Mr Harding, we have travelled almost all over tho world, and 
Pete was able to tell her a lot concerning wild beasts and their habits that 
she would scarcely learn from her mistress " 

"You will stay to dmncr p " exclaimed Mr Harding 

"Now, don’t refuse, Pete You can tell me something about your travels, 
and my wife will be really pleased to meet you She will not forgive me if 
X let you go away without seeing her, after all your kindness to Mabel " 

"link we must get back 99 

" Don’t say that T really uant you to stay I would very much liko a 
chat with you " 

" Bery well, old boss, but von must let Mabel come down to dinner 99 
" Yes That is agreed Wo will have a pleasant evening together " 

They did Pete was at his best He gave them several songs, and then 
X10 performed a good many tricks, and they parted the very best of friends, 
littlo thinking under what strange circumstances they would meet again 
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CHAPTER 0* 

Tho Trial— How Pcto Conductod Hto Cato— A pad Oponlne— Sarah 
Hold© Hor Own-Tho Solicitor In tho Witness Cox — Poto Auk# Oomo 
Awkward Quottlono— Under Fire 

ttstnETE sa w nothing of Treddj for ?ovcra1 days, but sometimes be received 
I Js letters from him, although there vo? not much hi them, but he re* 
j p turned on the e\o of the tnal Jack and Sam were out, and when 
they returned they found Pete and Freddy locked up in the private 
room* and were told to buzz off 

Tho fact is. Pete was keeping matter?? to himself Jack and Sam clnmu 
him so mercilessly that he had tho idea they would male fun of him in 
court Probably, if it bad not been for their" chaff ho would hate paid tho 
two thousand pounds damages claimed, and thus have ended the matter, as 
it was, ho meant to go through with it, knowing that he was in tho right, 
though whether ho would be nblo to make a judge and jury behc\c such to 
bo the ease, remained to bo seen t 

Jack and Sam questioned Treddr a little concerning tho matter, but ho 
had rccehcd las instructions from Pete 
Ho shook las head, looked aery grave, and sighed 

"Well, clicor up, Treddy, laughed Jack 'Two thousand pound? ato 
ns nothing to Pete ” 

"It's not tho money Think of the publicity tp 

"Ha, ha, ha I We mav bo m Africa or Inun a few weeks hence What 
do wo caro about that 1 menu, so long ns we don'tvdo anything dtsreput- 
ublo '* 

“ But this would appear disreputable " 

" Pats *" growled Sam " Pete never did anything disreputable in hm life, 
and until he does it, which he never v ill, he has no cause to caro about what 
pcoplo think of linn No, Freddj, don't vou bother winch i\ny tho t3nng 
goes I know which way it will go, though not to the extent of two thousand 
pounds, or anything like it ° 

" You tlunk ho will lose tho case?" r 

cf I'm certain of it You ought to have employed a lawyer The man 
who is his own lawyer lias a fool for a client, you know M 
"I know it, but ho won't listen to reason I tell vou that if he loses, 
nftor all his goodness lo me — I shall never forget it to mv dying day- — it 
would cause mo deep grief However, we shall see ** ' v ‘ 

Tr^l! 0 U»o tnal armed, and Peto was more mysterious titan ever 
lie had made Jack and Snnt pronnso to aot as witnesses, but that was all 
they know about the matte* they were only just up to time ns they entered 
the court, for the previous case lind been disposed of in a very short space 
of time, and theirs was tho second on the list 

^ 1S e ^ cs on , P f t T c 1 ’ , ns entered tho court, and every other 
eye was also fixed upon him, but Pete was all thero-so was Sarah She had 

!Tvm Hi fitnSfi' DS ~' w i was dressed in black, and she woie qmto 

nyouthful-loohmg hat, while sho slowly wiped her eyes with her handker- 

"I defend tbs action myself, my lord," exclaimed Pete 

Jt’ SXneT n, “ 1,m > “ a tta «“ '“»»“» 1 tic m 

on TolToath ** 7 ih t friendship bias your verdict P Ton are , 

“ No ' my lord 1 eLr11 dt> “3- dtlt 3- m a iuror, and tho foreman of this 
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tub I thought it nghfc to inform you of the fact I have reason -to 
behove that he is a thoroughly honourable and good-hearted man 99 
<€ Any objection to the jury?’’ 

19 Ivone whatever, my lord / 5 answered Nugent " Hie cnse is so clear that 
no honourable man could so perjure himself However, in a few words I 
can lay the facts of the case before the gentlemen ^of the jury 
( ' f The plaintiff in this action is a widow lady, left m her youth to battle 
w/fch the world By her energy she was able to work up a hoarding establish- 
ment, and it was here that she met the defendant It is true that he 13 a 
negio, but he is a man of considerable ability, and, unfortunately for my 
client, one who might well win the heart of a lady At any rate, in this 
case, there is not the slightest doubt that he did so, and as, I think, you 
will presently see, he has treated her in a manner that is utterly heartless 
Indeed, she tns suffered through his cruel conduct so gravely that she has 
been unable to attend to her business, which has suffered m consequence On 
the fifth instant he called upon her, and arranged everything for the wed- 
ding, on the sixth instant, he refused to see this poor lady Now, tins after 
she had expended a considerable sum of money on her trousseau She called 
at his hotel, and implored him to give some explanation He dared not 
The explanation was that he was cilgaged to be marned to another lady 
named Jenkins, whom ho has treated in the same manner, and who is now 
bringing an action against lum for damages This was wicked enough, but 
Ins subsequent conduct is so shameful that it is simply incredible I shall 
presently prove it He induced the unhappy lady to enter his motor-car, 
and he drove her some forty miles into the country, then he left her stranded 
by the roadside, and, driving on, jeered at her misery and deep grief 99 
"Golly 1 Ain't de man a mighty hart" murmured Pete 
Nugent's voice shook a little, and lie appeared to have a difficulty in 
swallowing. His liarrowing tale had so affected him 
"I will now call my client Step aside there, please Thank you 99 
Mrs Barnes was called and sworn She answered the questions remarkably 
well, and she bore out everything her solicitor had said, while she improved 
on it considerably In fact, she was a capital witness, and she ended up by 
bringing a ring from her puise which she swore Pete had given her This 
was a little agreeable surprise to her lawyer, although he pretended to 
know all about it It was a surprise also to Pete, for he had certainly done 
nothing of the sort But he was on his mottle, and ho meant to male the 
best of his case 

Can I ask my witnesses some questions, my lord?” inquired Pete "His 
way, Jack ” 

Jack was sworn, and he appeared to ho making a big attempt to look 
serious 

"Stop your guffawing. Jack! Ho you know do plaintiff lady?” 

" I hai 0 seen her ” 

" Answer de questing Ho you knov her*” 

" Well, I suppose so I have met the lady on one or two occasions 99 

" Whore?” , , , „ „ „ 

"After I met you at the monkey-house m the Zoo 
" Ho I know her?” 

"Tee ” 

" Ho you know when I first met her?*' 

"At her house 99 

<< she°went^^ ?.>u— tore you ab&ut a little ” 

**WhT?" 
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No such tlnng !” 

<c You swear dat de suggestion dat I should write do lady a letter was not 
made by you?” 

" Tes ” 

"Did anytmg unusual happen at eider oh dose meetings?” 
c< You were violent on the first occasion, and threatened me with death 
on the second I do not know whether such conduct is unusual with you ” 
''Did you take any refreshment on de first occasion?” 
rt You asked mo to take a glass of wine, and I took it ” 
fr Your client had nebcr received a letter from me?” 

"I behove they wore destroyed ” 

"Will you swear dey wore destroyed?” 
rf How can I swear that?” 

"Should say you would find it easy, seeing de tings you hab been swearing 
to I don't want to ask you any furdcr questions I neber wrote de lady a 
letter, so it could not hab been destroyed I will call Tnymext witness ” 

This was Freddy, and he looked remarkably meek when he entered the 
box 

" Were you present at de two interviews wid de solicitor?” 

"I was ” 

"What occurred?” 

" He drank five glasses of wine on the first occasion, and then you emptied 
the decanter into the fender He suggested that you should make a com- 
promise, and suggested that you should pay his client two thousand pounds, 
and he said that his costs would come to two hundred pounds ” 

"You are on your oath ” 

"I swear that is what occurred He tried hard to make you agree, and 
the interview ended by you dropping him out of window ” 

" Did ho make a similar suggestion on de second occasion?” 

"Yes And suggested that you should write a letter to Ins client He 
drafted out what lie wanted you to write ” 

"Is dis de letter?” 

" It is It is in his own handwriting ” 

" PVnps de judge and de jury would like to see dat letter,” said Pete, 
handing it across "Did de plaintiff call on mo at dc hotel'’” 

"She did, and remained there all day, refusing to go You bought a 
motor-car to escape her, and found her seated in that car She refused to 
get out, and you drove into the country, leaving her at nn inn, and giving 
her five pounds to get back ” 

"Dat will do, Freddy I should like to ask de lady a few questions ” 

Sarah looked vindictive when she entered the box 
"What is your age, if you please, my dear?” 

"What has that got to do ” ' 

"You must answer the question, madam ” 

" Thirty-five ” 

"I will just remind you dat you are on your oath, and I tink you hah 
made a slight raiKtnke in de age ” 

" I shall be thirty-six next birthday, if I live so long aftet £50 cruol wy 
m which you have treated me ” 

"You say I offered you marriage?” 

*f Ypr ” 

"When?” f 

" Ibe mght you came to my house 

"Dat was de fiist Uw6 I eber saw you in my life, and when you nearly 
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tore me to pieces Did I offer you marriage before Se little burst up, br. 

after it?” < 

,r You offered me marriage 
" But I want to know when 5 ” 
fr On two occasions ” 

“Was anyone present?” 

“ No ” 

“ Bid yon accept me?” 

“ Yes ” 

"Why?” 

“I considered it would be a happy marriage 
“Ydu knew I had plenty ob money?” 

“ I did not consider money ” 

“Den yon were mighty fond oB a rugger?” 

“Who can judge a woman’s heart?” _ , „ _ 

e< You had better ask de judge dat, my dear I am t had any experience 
m dat direction Well* dero’s only one more question I want to ask you 
Yon say dat I hab asked you to marry me, ana den refused to marry you 
Is dat true?” 

« Yes ” ’ 

“You hab suffered great grief f rough de loss ob dis lubly nigger?” 

“I shall not answer your insolent questions, yon black beast 1” yelled 
Sarah, losing her temper 
"V ” You lub me?” 

“I hate you «” ^ A „ . 

“ Dat will do, my dear Yon can’t hab suffered much in dat case But 
oout dat ring Why don’t you wear it?” 

“ Because I don’t choose ” 

“ You used to wear it?” 

“Yes ” 

“ When did I gib it to you?” 

** When we first met ” 

7r Dat was ’bout a fortnight ago I bought de ring new for yob?* 1 


“I say do ring ain’t new, and what’^s more you couldn’t hab got on a 
ring dat swo, as far as I could judge I neber bow de ring before ais morn- 
ing, and if you hand it to de jury, I think dey will find not only dat it 
wouldn’t go on your little finger, but dat de ring is ’bout fire or six years 

“This is merely wasting the time of the court,” exclaimed Nugentr 
“I want de jury to see dat ring De lady has sworn dat she UBed to, wear 
it Now, I’m mighty certain she nober could hub got it on her finger, and 
a mug 3ike dat wasn’t made two-free weeks ago ” 

Pete got his way The ring was minus a stone, and it had an extremely 
ancient appearance, while it was obvious to all that it never would have gono 
on Sarah’s finger 

“Toucan step down, my dear I dunno, my lord, weder dere’s any case 
to go before de jurv, but I hab ono more witness to call I don’t want to 
cause de lady annoyance, and would ruder not call dat witness, but l as dere 
am t a single word ob troof m what has been said against too, and as I 
neber aslcd a woman to marry me m my life, I must make dis case clear, 
’co3 I ain’t going to pay two tousnnd pounds for nuffin ” 

“ Yon had better calf vour witness ” 

“Den I call James Barnes ” 
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Sarah gavo a shriek as a bronzed man, who looked like a sailor, entered 
the box 

" Yonr name 5 ” inquired Pete 
"James Barnes ” 

"What’s Tour ago 5 ” 

''Fitly " 

"Bo you know do plaintiff in dis case?” 

" Yes I am her husband, worst luck 
"When were \ou married?” 

" Thtrtv years ago ” 

" When did ^ou die^” 

thought I died some ion years ago I was wrecked, and I let her 
think X was dead I hn\o always sent her money, but I sont it as though it 
camo from one of her relnlnes " 

* Do you admit dal man is yotir husband, my dear 5 ” inquired Pete 
"Tho" Milam has deserted and deceived mo*” cried Sarah "But I'll 
make it hot for him now f ” 

'Dat'o where I finish, ” said Pete 

But it was not whore Nugent finished Ho saw difficulties in the way of 
costs, and he pointed out that oven though his client's husband was living, 
it made no difference to the promise of marriage Ho grow quite pathetic 
about the matter, and it was left to tho jury to decide whether thero had 
been any promise of marriage They decided that there had not, so tho case 
was dismi< c cd with costs against flic defendant 

Barnes accepted the comrades' invitation to go to their hotel, and hero 
thev ■wore followed by Sarah and her solicitor, for she had an idea that 
truant husband had some money, and her solicitor did not know where tho 
costs were coming from, if Pcto did not pay them, unless it was out of his own 
pocket 

Strange to say, Sarah remained perfectly calm at first, and aho allowed 
Nugent to do the speaking 

" I feci quite sure, Pete, that you will not lot this poor lady be saddled 
with the costs/* said Nugent 

"She won't bo saddled wid dem, old boss,” answered Pete "She's a 
married woman, you knou, and ain't got any property in her own right 
lou can't send her to prison ” 

"I have paid large sums of monov out of my own pocket, and ” 

"Yah, yah, yah ' Serves you right for having taken up such a swindling 
ca^c I hope it will be a lesson to you ” 

" Well, unless you arc prepared to pay, Mr Barnes, I shall issue a writ, 
and put in a distraint on the furniture " 

" No, you won't/' said Sarah 

"Wo shall see, madam I think I know the law ” 

"I know something about it, too,” snapped Sarah "I know what I'm 
about when dealing with lawyers JamCB, let the past bo forgotten Como 
back to your own wife ” 

"No fear/' grov/led Barnes "I'vo had enough of you, and I'm having no 
more I shall continue to send you that money, but I'm off ” 

" You arc, aro you? Well, I say you ehVn t go, you villain 
"I'd rather live with a wild beast, and that's the honest truth You'vo 
spoilt a good many years of my life, but WJl spoil no more " 

1 "Can I give him in custody?” demanded Sarah, turning to her solicitor 
" No But ho will have to pay the costs of that action At least, either 
you or ho will, unless Pete agrees to do so ” 

* "Golly 1 I ain't agreeing to anytmg ob do sorb, declared Poto "Yah, 
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yah. yah 1 Serves you mighty well right, old boss X radcr tint dis has 
been an expensive action for you,, one way and anoder 

•* I shall distrain on the furniture ” , 

°No you won’t/’ exclaimed Sarali “ I took precautions m case tlie action 
should go against me, and I liar© a bill of sale on my furniture Richards* 
the moneylender, has advanced me monoy on it It was registered yesterday 
Now what are you going to do, yon bloodsucker 1 ’’ , _ , c 

“ Bloodsucker be Ranged 1,1 hooted Nugent Why, I am hundreds out of 
pocket ” 

'* Serve you nght You ought to have gamed the case 
« How could I gam tho case, woman, when you had a husband lmng 
You told me he was dead and buned ** 

” Well, I thought the villain was dead, and I went to the cost of putting 
up a tombstone for lnm ** 

"It will do for you*''' growled James "You can shovo Mrs m front of 
the name I’m not being buned m the same grave ” 

“You wicked wretch to turn up now, after I have believed you to bo 
dead all these years Not only that, but you mined my case, and robbed 
me of two thousand pounds " 

" Seems to mo yon were trying to rob Pete of that amount I know you, 
Sarah I’ve known you for years Mind, there may be some good in you, 
but I only know that I’ve never been able to discover any, Bink me if I 
have ” 


" You brute r I will follow von all over the world I’ll give up my home 
I don’t care I’ve got Richards* money, and he isn’t likely to get my furni- 
ture, because directly the landlord finds there is a bill of sale he will 
distrain I owe him tbreequarters* rent, so that thief Richards will lose Ho 

thinks he’s very clever, but he made a mistake this time, and ” 

"I'll eeo the thief of a woman 1 ” howled a voice “I know she is hero 
They told mo so Ah, here you arc 1 Woman, you are a thief!” howled 
Richards, rushing into the room in a very excited state " You have gamed 
a hundred and fifty pounds from mo by fraud 1 I hare called on your 
landlord, and learnt that you owe him threequartera’ rent, and you told mo 
that you had just paid your rent '* 

" I refer you to my husband here,” said Sarah, with a wavo of her arm 
towards the unfortunate James 


" What 1 ” hooted RichardB " You told me you were a widow ” 

"So I thought I was I find I'm not That is my husband, and ho is 
answerable for my debts ” 

" I'll give you m custody You gamed that money under false pretenoes 
You tola me that you had lust paid your rent, and showed me tho amount 
in the counterfoil of your cheque-book ” 

" No, I didn’t ” 

"It is a gross swindle 

"Say, old boss,” exclaimed Pete, "don’t you tank you would hab been 
wiser to hab seen de receipt?” 

" Tho swindling creature said she had not got the receipt yet, because she 
only &ent thB cheque the previous day Directly I began to question the 
lanced, ho went into his office, and I found he has distrained this morn- 
ing > 

“ Tah, vah. Yah 1 Seems to mo dat man didn’t waste any time,” exclaimed - 
Pete "I radcr tint, old boss, dat Sarah has been one too many for yon ” 

“Unless yon return that money I shall give you in custody, woman 1” 
declared Richards 

“ Ton cannot,” said Nugent, who had an idea he might he oblo to gel 
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some of that hundred and fifty from Sarah, but then he did not know her 
"The ladv is my client, and she doesrnot admit that she told you her rent 
was paid " 

She showed mo the counterfoil in her cheque-book " 

" Provo it " 

<f My banking account lias been closed three months or more," declared 
Sarah 

* % Fury T Then you showed mo an old cheque-book " 

“ Nonsense f You are dreaming I camt help it if my landlord will 
distrain There's no money due on the bill of sale yet Wait till the first 
payment comes due, and thon see if you will get it The landlord has got 
the furniture, but you've got my signature, and my husband will have to 
pay " 

"Will he, though!" growled James "Your husband will be somewhere 
else, if I know anything of that man's nature You've been swindled, 
Richards, and you ain't the onlv man who has been taken in by her AH 
you've got to do is t-o chuck the bill of sale into the fire, and write it off as a 
bad debt I don't know how much furniture she's got, but I don't suppose 
there will be anything for you after the landlord has got his threequarters " 
"There's another quarter duo to-morrow," said Sarah calmly 
"You leave the matter to me to deal with," exclaimed Nugent 
"You can deal with it how you like," retorted Sarah "I don't care 
I'm going with my husband He's my lawful husband, and I will stick to 
the beast like a glue-pot " 

"Yah, yah, yah! You'm in for a good ting dis time, James," exclaimed 
Pete " All do same, you helped me out ob a difficulty, so pVaps I shall 
he able to do de same for you. Now den, Rickards, buzz off 1 We don't want 
you any more You ain't been swindled out ob as much as you hab swindled 
oder people " 

"I won't Iea-ve this room till that woman hands me over the hundred and 
fifty pounds she has robbed me of " 

" hty client refutes your slanderous accusation," said Nugent "She will 
find herself perfectly safe in my hands, and she will not hand you one 
penny If you will iandly place the money in my possessions, Mrs Barnes, 

I will see that you keep possession of it ,r 

"Well," exclaimed Sarah, "you must think me stupid f Trust money 
with you? Not me 1 I'd as soon trust it with that old thief " 

" She calls me a thief, after she has robbed mo of a hundred and fifty 
pounds 1 Why " 

"Alfred Richards/* cried an inspector of the police, entering the room, 
"I arrest you on the charge of receiving stolen goods Anything you say 
I may use in evidence against you " 

" I do not understand You must bo mad " 

"Do you deny that that is your name?" 

" Of course it is my name " 

" You will have to come with mo " 
t€ I am a registered money-lender " 

" And the owner of a shop under the name of Alfred Rich ” 

" I know nothing about it, I never heard of it " 

"I may tell you that your manager or partner, who trades under tho 
name of Alfred Eich, was arrested this morning, and that ho has incrimi- 
nated you You must come with me " 

"Now, wasn't" It lucky I got that money in time 1 " murmured Sarah 
" James, I will never leave you Wo will spend the rest of our lives together 
All my old love has returned." 
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husband will have to keen me for the res/ cnn T mo on, especially ns my_ 
paltry fifty pounds a vea? m the future w f m l hf ? rm 11 ot taking Ins 
all my bills, ‘as a husband ought to d T Pnl r Ho #£ icc P ™°. ^pay 
again as long as he lives 5 d0 1 11 nCver Icfc him out of my sight 

°^Yo^4' Saroh \°° k Possession in an 

Ikeddy traced you out, but den Fredd/f/' » ™ a whisper, "it’s truo dnt 
knew de way to set about it Non- s!L might} smart chap, and lie 
do matter wid her. You smoke yo^’pfnc ™ IT ? Vl1 «* jf I settle 
m, d woraon 7 p pc m dat dlau ‘> flnd Icabe me to deal 

her ™ Pct ° Steppcd across to l h» amiable ladv, and seated lumself beside 

alf Vv?* ^ /' Jamcs «3™ ho won’t lib 
nil about de man, and I gib yon mv wor^t *“w do 60 1 hab found out 

allowing you is nllhc can ™Lrd Q weck ho had 

n° T fcr <le P as t he ain’t de sort ob man tr^L u° D 1 “be him much You 

5- -5 ssa ' 

“But ^don’t you^o? m/fc sald Sarah, with decision 
" ? Ml him - 

^issaa sxJT, 613,1(13 * ~ dat ** 

P °"shouS J/‘ t0ke *” ° ‘ “ ^ ^ t0 fflV ° mo three thousand 

you won't hatJ***/^*® ° a worr yii3C las hfn S <?°i e ^ en “ d° bad 

^S'E'-F' 

-OMmoS 6 ’ "I ^rsend^afer fothat^dd “ p0ckot and *»*»* it 

«* ^ auPt S w™nted^here Cat ^” y ^ ”buiz 
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"I don’t care whether they aro wanted or not/* snarled Sarah "Here 
T slick till my lawful husband goes, and then Fm going to follow him, and 
if he don’t like it he can lump it I'm his wife, and his home is my home ” 
"It is, is it'” growled James 

"Yes, it is, you cruel brute 1 ” retorted Sarah "Hind, Fm going to 
make it all the worse for you oier this You will bo sorry all your life 
that you have treated me m this shameful manner ” * 

" Oh, sheer oil *” growled James " It ain’t a bit of good talking to you 
I’m sick of you You want drowning ” 

Pete ordered up dinner, but although Sarah received no invitation to it, 
she ’seated herself at the table, and made an excellent meal, while all the 
time she abused her unfortunate husband 
"Ain't it downright awful r ” groaned James, pushing his plate away 
"That's how she used to go on year in and year ont, till she nearly drove 
me silly , and when I used to have to got ont of the house, she used to follow 
me, and hoot after me along the street, till all the neighbours thought as 
I was a regular ruffian, and the minister used to come and talk to me by 
the hour, telling mo to mend my ways Ho once told me that I had got a 
good dear wife ” 

"Yah, yah, yah 1 “What did you tell him, James inquired Pete 
"Why, that ho was the worst liar I’d ever met I sheered off after that, 
and never saw her since till I met her in court ” 

"No, you despicable villain T ” cried Sarah, helping herself to some more 
jam pudding " Yon deserted me for all these years, but I’ll be even with 
you yot I'll have vengeance on you According to the laws of this country 
you aro bound to Ine with mo till your brutal conduct causes me to sink 
mt-o my tomb, and ” 

"Bust you, I wish you would make haste and do it T What’s to be done 
with her, Peter'” 

"Eh?" 

" You must get nd of her somehow for me ” 

" I was just linking what would be de best road to do dat ” 

"Couldn't you bold her while I bolt?” 

" Well, you see. Jack or Sam might be able to do dat ” 

"I reckon, not 1 ” laughed Sam "This is your case, and you will have 
to settle it ” 

"Bery well 1 Now, look here, Sarah, my dear,” exclaimed Pete, "Jack, 
Saffi, and dis child are going out wid James We are going to leabo Freddy 
to take care ob Bory, and you can stay here or buzz off home ” 

" My homo is with my husband, and Fm going there ” 

"well, I ain’t discussing de matter furder Come 'long, boys 1 I dunno 
when we shall be back, Freddy, but it won't bo much more dan two-free 
days I’ll gib you some money to pay de bill, and you stay here on and 
off till wo return Dis way to London ” 

It was raining heavily, and there was some fog, but when they reached 
Ludgate Circns they discovered that it would take something more than 
ram and fog to turn Sarah from her purpose She clung to them like the 
proverbial leech, and made some nasty remarks Pete was the only one 
who did not care He had thd feeling that James was in the nght, and 
that it would bo absolutely hopeless for a man to attempt to live with such 
a wife 

Thoy tried to dodge her several times, but 6he knew her way about London 
rather better than they did, and when they hailed a cab she was the first 
to get info it Pcto shook lus head, and gave the cabby half-a-crown, then 
continued their way eastward on foot, and every now and then Sarah told 
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James wliat she thought of him At last she declared that she was tired, 
and seized his arm He offered her ton pounds to go array, but she indig- 
nantly refused it, then he offered her fifteen, which she took, but she caught 
his arm again, and sworo she would never leave him Sho said that sho 
loved him, and that he was a cruel brute to rob hor of his affections 

"What about my fifteen quid?” hooted James Ain t you robbed mo 

. of that?” „ 

c< My home is the same as yours, and you can t aLtcr tliat 

" Oli, husband, husband, I’ve de ring- 
Dis night thou gavesfc to me. 

And I’m to theo for obor wed. 

As thou art wed to me ” 

quoted Pete “All de same, you’m got eometmg worse dan a statue, old 
hoss I hope dis will be a lesson to you. Jack ” 

<r It seems to me that you are more in need of the lesson,” observed Jack 
ft You know how nearly you were caught m the toils ” 

"Wolf, you come along with me, mates 1 ” exclaimed James ** I'm going 
to a place where they don’t admit females Sho can’t follow us there ” 

As a matter of fact, James went to a sailors’ home, where he was well 
known, and hero thoy had a hand at cards, bub every time they looked out 
of window they saw Sarah It had ceased taming now, hut James felt that 
it would have taken more than ram to drive her away 
At last ho uttered a cry of joy as he looked out of tlio window 
" Sho s gorn ' Bless my heart, she’s gorn 1 Now I’m safe Funny thing, 
this was the placo where that young chap found me You see, I always 
stop here when I come up to London I’m master of a tug, you know, and 
this is a nice quiet place to spend a few evenings But see here, boys, how 
would yon like a run down the river? I’m pretty comfortablo aboard, 
though, of course, it ib a bit rough I’ve got in a stock of provisions, and 
wc can get some more, if you like I’m going to run down Channel, and 
if you like a bit of a cruiso, why, I shall ho glad of your company ” 

” In de first place, dere arc do fifteen pounds dat lady got out ob you,” 
said Pete, handing him the notes " Nunno ! You'm got to take dem You 
hab been on our business Now, you must take deso fifty pounds, which 
will bo a year s payment to Sarah „ You hab done a lot for me, James, and 
I’m going to do a little for yon Shove dem m your pocket, I tell you 
Let me too, now, we will buy a side ob bacon, for de start Bat’s alwavs 
a nice comforting ting to hab on board Den wo will get a sack ob potatoes 
Sammy can carry dose, while Jack carries do bacon ” 

Pete laid in a fine stock of provisions, and as they camod them all to tho 
docks, they wore rather late when thoy went aboard 
" TFhat oheer. Bill t" exclaimed tho skipper, as a burlydooking seaman 
met them on tho deck of a small tug & 

“ ^ Jy0 got steam up, captain You will v^nt to start to-mght?” 

« iS??,* t£at e the fact ’ matc 1 want £ efc off 119 eoon as ever I can ” 
cr ^ l’^ cnD , r nt an four's timo aboard all right ” 

What?” howled Jim "Wlmt's aboard?" b 

" Your missus ” I 

"You silly, wooden-headed swab'” howled Jim "How dare you 
women come aboard this craft * 

^hy, how was I to stop her when she said she was your wife? 

courso, I dion t know that you worn’t married* but ” 

“ Sink you, but I am married to her 


let 

Of 
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I don’i see as you ought to blame me, captain* No doubt you’ll 
be plei'cd to lure her aboard with you/’ 

yah, yah 1 Loo): at de pleasure depicted on his countenance 
^ctr.s to ere, Jimmy, you might ns well try to get rid ob your shadow as 
to get rid ob aat woman No?, look here, old hoes 1 What can’t be cured 
must be erdured, ns Y nggle^pear^ says All de same, you saw me trough, 
so I will fee you frongh Where's de lady?" 

"In the old man’s cabin/* answered Bill "I thought I was doing him 
n good turn to let her come aboard. Still, there's no pleasing some 
s)ipp^r r ’ 

Teh, ynl , yah 1 You won’t please him dat road See here. Bill, you 
ctn f done your duty on dts occasion Just go below, tale dat lady by de 
arm, nnd lead her on to do wharf ” 

"Shner my timbers if I do 1 ' growled Bill "From what I know of 
women, she strobes me ns she a one who ain’t easy Jed, and I’m certain as 
I’m one who am t going to tty to lend her No, if there’s any leading to 
be done, the flapper is the nght party to do it She’s his property, and 
he fi the one to tow her I ain’t got any craft in tow, and I ain’t taking 
awav the nphts o r my own skipper Haw, haw, haw *’ 1 

"You pndden-hoaded swab 1 ” hooted Jim "What did you want to let 
her come aboard for y " 

"Flic never a^ked me* She jest come, and it worn’t for mo to refuse to 
receive the skipper’s property She’s been asking a lot of questions about 
your goings on, I can tell yon. I told her that by day and night yon 
talked almit her, and that I’d heard you say as she was the pnmpkm of 
your eye " 

4 You must be a fearful liar, then/’ growled Jim "You’ve ne~er heard 
me mention her " 

" Still, I wanted to do you a good turn I said as I heard you call her 
your orn little ducky-wucky of a wife Oh, I did it natural, I can tell yon 
She .v is smart, too, but she didn’t catch me I believe she’s a bit jealous, 
’cos she says ’Are you sure ho called me Molly 5 ’" 

" ' That’s the name he alvays mentioned you by/ says I ' Sure he didn't 
address me as Jane or Sarah/or any name like that 5 ’ ' I'll swear he never 
did r savs I " 

" Whv, you fender-headed swab," howled James, "her name is Sarah 1 ” 

** Then I tell you what it is, captain there’s going to be rough water when 
yon go below I was doing you a good torn, and I told her bow you used to 
go on about your darling Molly till it made ns tired, and I said as you 
wanted to alter the name of this tug to Molly, and I mentioned as how you 
used to cry over her portrait when she was younger, and call her your 
darling Molly till it made us weep salt tears ” 

"Yah, yah, yah 1 ” roared Pete "Bat’s what you might call mistaken 
kindness. Jammy Bill has rader oberdono it ” 

What did the silly swab want to go and lie about me I never met a 
woman named Molly jn my life, as far ns I can recollect You will have to 
got her oft this crait. Bill ** 

"Couldn’t be done We ain’t got enough hands for that You’d have to 
use the steam-crane on the sharf There’s one as will lift ten tons, and that 
ought to bear her weight ” 

' What am I to do^’ groaned the unfortunate James 

"Take her to sea, old boss 1 ” roared Pete "Bat woman says dat Iier 
homo is your home, and dat your homo is her home Bery well, take her 
to do Nore, and let hc;r find out what sort oh a home she has got to expect 
Docs she like de sea 5 ” 
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« Sbo’s never beon on it a8 far ns I know 1 

«« All de bettor Trent bet kindly ” , „ , 

,r Do you think as she's going to treat me kindly after what that silly swab 

44 1 should sav not, Jimmy All de same, I don't see how yon are going 
to help it now, unless you send Bill down to say dat ho made a mistake m 
do name, and dat it ought to bib been Sarah ” , . ’ 

« Sho won't believe that yarn/' growled Jim The rough part about it 
is that I*vo scarcely spoken a civil word to any woman since I left that 
one I've nover had a likeness of one m my life, cept bars 
* r Suppose I tell her that I find Molly was a craft you were the skipper 
of?" suggested Bill . 

44 You are a brainy idiot, ain't you 5 " growled Jim Do you^think she 
would behove that yam? You hare stuffed her brain with your lies, and 
there they will stick to her dying day No, I’ll take Pete's advice , We shall 
roach the Noro at daybreak, and then she shall have a taste of the sea 
Oet her under way, Bill I shall have to go below and give the woman a 
chance of going ashore, and try to convmco her that you have been lying, 
like the silly swab yon are ” 

i Jim slowly went down the steps into his cabin, and he came up about five 
tnimttee later, but he looked a different man He was clawed all down the 
face, and his coat was torn, while he had a frightful bump on his forehead 
■* Bill gazed at him and grinned He never asked a question, but kept* a good 
h ee yards dear of his skipper, who took ohargo of the tug, ana ran her 
^ the river, while all through the night the comrades watched the 
0 bfce on the shore Pete said he did not onre to go below, while Jack 
nd Sam were of the same turn of mind 

Fortunatoly, there was no rain during the night, so that they were not 
so uncomfortablo as might have been tho case What had happened below 
Jim nover mentioned, and Pete asked no questions He felt sorr^r for Jim, 
who really seemed to be a very decent fellow 


CHAPTER 10d 

Sarah'o FIrot Expcrlonco of tho Sea — Jim Has a Very Rough Voyage— 
Sarah Overboard— How Jim Acted— Thoughts of tho Part— Peto act* 
n* Peacemaker 



S day broke an heavy wind met them from the sea They were still 
m the nver, but the waves frequently burst over tbe tug, as she 
ploughed her way against tho tide Pete now approached Jim, who 
looked very gloomy 
f/ Cheer up, old boss i” exclaimed Pete " Dere's better days in store ” 
"Pete/* exclaimed Jim, u there will bo bettor days in store, perhaps, for 
Sarah and mo when one of m is dead To tell you tho truth, I donT care 
if I m the one Mind you, lad, I have never struck that woman in my life 
I vc never wronged hor in any way, except m leaving her, becauso sho drove 
tne to it She led me n cruel lifo It was nag, nag, nag, from morning to 
night If I bad stood it much longer I should have beeri driven into a 
lunatic asylum Mind you. In a man who likes peace I don't ask for 
much, but to bo jawed at from morning to night, and half through tho 

HifTiit war n. nit. inn rhmlf. r-nrl cr» T rrr^ti .-r , n.. 
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€t Dat almost looks as if she liked you still 3 1 

f *Yes She showed me some signs of her affection last night/' growled 
1 Jim 

u Neber mind, Jimmy 1 You'm got do consolation dat you didn't strike her 
t back ” 

“ N*o fear ! I never struck a woman in my life, and never shall , but 1 
tell you, Pete, I nearly struck that silly swab Bill for yarning to her like 
that I don't want any lies told about me Well, she's going to roll 
directly I can soo that Wo shall have a gale before we are much older " 
Jim was right By the time they passed Sheemoss the tug was rolling as 
only tugs can roll Her engines throbbed as they forced her through the 
heavy sea, and wave after wave dashed over her 
"Mind how you sluft about, mates," exclaimed Jim "To go overboard m 
a sea like this means death " 

"Wo’m used to it, old boss!" exclaimed Pete "I’ll go into de fo'castle 
and get dem to cook some breakfast ” 

They all had their breakfast there, and Pete sent some to Sarah, but 
that unfortunate lady was not in a state to take breakfast, and as she 
threatened to fling the coffee at the sailor's head if he didn’t go away, he 
promptly rotreated They had scarcely finished breakfast, when they heard 
her voice yelling for help, and Jim induced Pete to accompany him below to 
see what was the matter 

The unfortunate Sarah was lying on her husband's berth, looking more 
dead than alne 

" Oh, you cruol wretch to bring me hero against my will ! " she moaned 
"I’m dying fast 1 I feci my life ebbing away 1 Put me ashore tins instant 1 * 
"You are talking ridiculously," growled Jim "You can’t go ashore Wo 
are out at sea, and f couldn’t possibly land yon I told you not to come, 
but you wouldn't listen to reason " 

" I insist on being put on shore 1 Oh, I’m dreadful 1 Have you no pity?" 
"Now, see dere* my dear/' exclaimed Pete “ Jimmy can r t do impossi- 
bilities You wouldn't like him to run de vessel on de rooks and shipwreck 
it" , 

" Yes, 1^ would 1 H you won't put me ashore, throw me overboard, and lot 
me die right away, then you can marry your Molly f " 

"JDere ain't any Molly, mj dear/' said Pete "She was only in Bill’s, 
imagination I'm quite sure Jimmy will land you at de first opportunity " 

<r Unless I am landed in two minutes from now I shall die wailed the 
lady ‘ 

"Ntmsenso 1 " growled her husband "When I was a nipper I was just the 
same as you are, and they fetched mo up with a ropo's end 
"Well, give me one, and see if it mil do me any good " 

"I’m inclined to t ink it might," murmured Peto 
"They flogged mo ifp on deck," exclaimed Jim 

"You brutal creature to tlireatcn to flog me when I am m this dying 
condition *” 

“Now., be reasonable, Sarah," exclaimed Jim "I was only telling you 
what they did to me, not what I’m going to do to you You have got to 
boar it I can’t land you till tins gale goes down, and by the look of 
things I believe we shall get it worse, before it gets hotter It may be 
days before I can land you " „ „ 

"/Then you are a wicked murderer 1 Go away, and leave me to die I ’ 

"Will you have a little brandy?” 

"No I won't, you monster 1 You are trying to make me worse I believe 
you would like to poison me. But I'm your wife, you cannot alter that!” 
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“No'” trronncd Jim "I cannot alter that, and I -wotiM not li&ve -rmfatcd 

to alter it if Well, it's no good talking Yon arc ill, bub I can do 

nothing It is jnst what I expected, only you would come 
“Get from my Bight, you monster’ Lot mo dio in peace’ 

"It’s no good,” growled Jim, going on deok “If I was to tell her that 
she isn't m the slightest danger of dying she would moke out that I didn t 
care about her "being ill I don’t like to sec anyone like that, least of all a 
woman, hut what can I do? It’s not my fnult I begged of her not to 
come, but she would ” 

« she will get better presently, old boss,” exclaimed Pete " He best ting 
to do is to leabo her alone ’* 


<c Slio may bare three or four days Of it ” 

"In dot case I’m inclined to tmk dis will be de last voyage she wall ober 
como wid you Golly 1 Wc’m going to get it rough, too ’ r 

They did The wind shifted, and as they ran down tbe ' Channel they 
faced n south-westerly gale The tug dashed through tho waves, 1 which burst 
upon her dock with n roar like thunder 

Jim kept well out m the Channel, for to venture near tbe shore was a 
peril that be was too good a seaman to face lie stuck to las post, tmd 
occasionally got Pete to go below to ecg bow tbe unfortunate Sarah was 
getting on, and each time Pete had to report that she was getting on 
about ns badly as was possible 

* Well it can t be helped/* oxclanned Jim " She never has taken my advice 
all through her life and never will I bogged her Hot 'to come, but she 
wouldn t listen to it I even told her she would be ill, and tebc said that if 
it didn't tnnl o me ill it wouldn t make her Bid you o\Cr bear anything so 
Billyh Howe\er, there isn’t tho slightest chance of landing her, bo she will 
lia\o to get over it the same as other people do I can’t help it She has 
caused mo misery enough, now sho has got a bit of suffering on her own 
account /f 

" May make her a bit better, Jimmy ,s 

" I m downright sure it can’t make her worse Starboard there a bit 1 
We are m for a ecoreher Now, isn't this downright nwf nl?” howled Jim* 
ns the unfortunate Sarah staggered on deck, and seated^ herself m the stern 

"Take her below, someone’” roaTcd tho skipper 

"You monster 1 ” wailed his better half c Do you want mo to be 
suffocated^** 


It’s enough to drive a man mad 1 ” groaned Jim "Here Pro got this 
craft to look after, and that woman Comes fooling around like this T She 
wall get washed overboard to a certainty Ah, hold on for your fives 

The skipper had scarcely uttered the warning when a mighty sea struck 
the littio vessel For some moments her deck was deep with water, while 
blinding spray swept m tho sailors’ eyes Then a cry rang out, for that great 
wave caught 'Sarah in its deathlike embrace, and she Was swept into the 
raging sea 

^^Ease stop her easy astern 1 ” roared the skipper m a breath, and then 
lvc sprang aft rr 

You silly sirab’” xoared Bill, seizing lum by the collar “It's doath to 
go, you said it” * 

all Tn ^ C| done, and Pm n man Good-bye, l boys 

The skipper's coat was m BUTa hands The skipper was in the raging sea, 
for he had plunged m to save the woman who had rendered his life a misery 
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v “Clear the boat there ,M roared Bill " Steady there, mate 1 Two lives 
, arc cone * 

J w Ho has got her ,M exclaimed Pete, standing m roadiness to plunge m 
44 Make haste wid dat boat Lcabo it at dat, Jock and Sammy He e got 
, her* and I ruder tmk by do May do man swims dat he Mill save her Steady, 
dcrc I*m going in de boat You look after de tug. Bill, wo will look 
after de boat Dat's quick work, my boys 1 Wo’ct got to save dem 
Had tho sea been calm, there is little doubt that Janies would havo been 
able to keep Ins wife afloat till the boat reached them* but in such a sea 
as waft running, Ins task Mas a \ery difficult one 
Although ho was n powerful swimmer, ho was hampered with 3ns heavy 
fon-hooft*, nnd wn\o after wave burst over him and his terrified burden 
Still* he stuck to her bravely He was giving his life for tho woman who 
hod wrecked it, and Tendered his beat years miserable 

The comrades were at the oars, with one other man, nnd they made tho 
boat fly through the Mater Waves burst into her, threatening each 
moment to swamp her, but they took no heed of Iheir own peril in their 
anxiety to save the shipper ana Ins wife, and at last they ran alongside, 
and the two were hauled into the boat m an exhausted condition, and thus 
they were brought back to the tug 

Jim had suffered the most For some time ho could not speak Sarah 
s*l bolt upright, with her eves fixed on her husband She never spoke a 
word, and when they reached the vessel she immediately went into tlm cap- 
tain's cabin, uhile tho next moment J?eto followed ner with a glass of 
brandy and water 

“Jim says you nro to drmk dm, my dear," he said, 

“Take it away v * 

44 1 shall hab to forcc^yoti to drink it *’ 

“I'd like to see you try,” retorted Sarah, snitching the glass from his 
hand nnd flinging it across the cnbm 

“ Golly v * gasped Pete “Well, de captain says you will find some 
blankets dero, and no ono will enter dis cabin till you call for dem, don ho 
will come Ho orders you to get your wet clothes off immediately, and to 
he down and try to get to sleep ” 

“Get out of it, you stupid nigger, and don't you daro to come here 
again *' 

“I dunno 'bout dat woman. Jack," exclaimed Pete* ns he wont on deck 
“ I was in hopes de skipper's action w’ould hab touched her heart, but I'm 
most 'fraid she hasn't got a heart to touch “ 

“ Well, I expect she feels bad,'* exclaimed Jack “ You see, she was 
suffering from scn-sickncss before she went overboard, and I don't suppose 
the fright and ducking has done her any good ” 

“It ain't taken away her temper/' observed Pete “ Bho Hung de glass 
ob brandy across do cabin, and ordered mo out ob do place m a manner dat 
made me bery glad to go “ 

“ Well, I rdclcon you ought to he \ery thankful that she did not fling the 
glass at your head/' smd Sam “No doubt she feels injured at your 
having jilted her '' 

« Bo shut up 'bout dat, Sammy * You know perfectly well I won do case, 
and dcrc'B de end ob it I don't want to hab dat woman frown at my head 
for do next two-free montlis “ 

For tho whole of that day and far into tho night the storm raged, but 
towards tho following morning the^vmd decreased, nnd tho sea went down 
as the tido turned Then tho sun came out, and matters became far more 
pleasant. 
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- The comrades vretc smoking tyioir pipes on the deck, chatting with Jim 
Vhen Pete gaie n violent start, for Sarnli was calling to lum 

“I tint she wants you, Jim " 

- " No fear , slio is calling you ” t 

^ " I know dcre will be nnodcr breach ob proun^ case, ana cinr vvoiua 

'bout frow tug into a consumption, br one ob dose complaints Stjib spec t 
I'll hab to see what do lad} rants Nice morning, my dear, sort— - . 

* r Do yon think I want to talk about the weather you stupid creature 
You arc all to como into the cabin— you three friend T want you to 
^bnng Jim with you ” t 

" 1 tmk v\e nro rader too busy just now, tny dcaT * ^ 

^ "You arc only smoking* Your pipes I want to say something Will you 
come? I don't want to speak before the crow *' / * y 

" M'yes, we will cotno all right You go below, my dear You ftm t 

looking as well as yon ought to do*' * 

‘I'm all right Ask dim to come, I want to sec him particularly " 
Jim did not care for the job, however, Pete induced bun Ho go, nna they 
dll descended v 

Sarah fixed her eves on her husband, and for porno momenta -she did nbt 
speak, then she took lutn by surprise 
“Jim/* she exclaimed, " ao jon remember that lane 1 we used to walk 
along when we were young* It wa« down by the river, under the trees 
It was thsrplace where you asked me to be your wife *' 

" Yes, I reim-mber jt, I was there hot long ago " ' 

" I have got a bad temper* Jim ” 

"You have so ’ 

~ "I've wrecked jour life ** 

“What's the sense of going all over tins 'ere'" growled Jim "He 
wasn't suited to each other Wo made n mistake, and have got ttrput up 
with it for the rest of our lives " 

Y " What did you want to saro my life for?" 

' "Did you want to die*" '* 1 

"No, but I should hove thought that you wanted to let mo die You 
would have been free then " ’ " 1 

v "“That's it' If you think I'm that sort of man, nothing will alter your 

"opinion Now, see here, Sarah, I will increase your flllowancfc, and ' 

' "Jim, forgive the past Forgot all the time from when you asked no 
bo your wife m that lane Take every penny I have got in the world ’* 
o "No fearl That money isnT honest" ' 

"I'll return ik Try mo once agam, und if ever I say an unkind word 
To you, turn mo out of yonr kou£e X have always been in the wrong, Jim 
.,X,.-can see it all now I can see that you are a good and brave man and 
that I've been cruel to^ you I did not really mean it It was my nature 
'Jim, forgive it all You risked your life to save anno, when yon could 
3feve been free to^ marry Molly " 1 \ 

f "There's no such woman/' growled Jim "ItVnll Bill's Ibojcryk XTe 
ywanted to make you behove that I was desperately fond of her, which 
^wasn't anything like tho truth X have never spoken a word of affection 
to any woman Fan not at nil snro that I haven't hated the? eight of them ” 
v Try mo onco again, Jjnu It isn't easy for mo to talk like this beforo 
these three, but X wanted them to hoar, because XTui' o wronged Held He 
'will forgne me, X know He is too easy-going to bear malice I don't care 
how you treat me, but I'll never forget wliafc you bavo done — never as long 
live, and if I can bring yomhappmess in tho^future. I'll do it You 
Jenow I am a determined woman/' v 
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* f Ton are so 99 

Jinii X am determined to be a good wife to you, if you will only 
let me I don't ask you for money I'll lire in any little cottage, and 111 
| work for my living Only say, r Sally, I forgive you a II the years of 
and all the unhappiness you've caused me , J and I'll be the best 
iwife to you that man ever had I'll live where you tell mo to, and I'll obey 
/you 1 11 do whatever you order, tfnd I'll never speak an unkind word to 
you again " 

1 "Then I telL you what it is, lass," exclaimed Jim, "I'm glad you went 
overhoard I wasn't anything like glad at the time, but I'm glad now 
, Wo will see what we can do in the future We will nust try and be like 
we were in that lane you've spoke about See 1 I don't want all my orders 
obeyed, or anything like that If we are to finish our days as man and wife 
should, why, there must be some give and take on both sides We shall 
be able to live comfortable on my earnings, and I'll take a nice little place 
for you in the country, and p'r'aps when you get used to the sea, why, you 
will come for a trip or so But see here, Sally, I won’t have that money 
You may have got it from a thief, but it has got to go back We are going 
to start with a clean bill of health All the money we get is going to be 
honestly earned Promise that, and we will start afresh " 

"I'll send it back to Richards " 

"Why, that's sensible, lassie 1 " exclaimed Jim, kissing her for the first 
time for many a long year " If you get riled with me, jest tell me straight 
out what is the matter, and we will see if we can alter it I don't dnnk, or 
anything like that, so there ought to be no difficulty in the matter In 
making this 'ere fresh start, we have got to forget all the past You won 
my heart once, 60 it won't be difficult to be as wo were m the years gone 
, Sally, lassie, we used to get on well enough when we were first 

"Because T was kind to you, Jim Well, I'm going to bo kind to you 
again I was very near to death, and I don't forget the sacrifice you made 
for me I shall never forget that to my dying day I wasn't worth it, 
Jim, at least, you had got good cause to believe I wasn't worth it Now, 
I'm not going to make a sacrifice for you I'm going to try to get your 
love back* i don't want to die thinking that no one on earth ever cared 
for me Now, Pete, do you think you can do what Jim has done, and 
forgive me?" 

" Golly, I ain't got anytmg much to forgive, my dear!" exclaimed Pete 
“ *Spect you were in difficulties, and wanted to get some money It's true 
you didn't set about de right way to get it, all do same, wem bound to 
make mistakes m dis life rTow, Sarah, my dear, I want to gib you a word 
ob advice, and dat is dis You'm got a mighty brave husband dere You 
*hab been shown dat he is a good man, and an honourable one Dere's only 
one ting dat you hab got to remember in dis life to make de rest ob your 
married life happy, and dat is dis — it takes two to make a- tpiarrel Be 
some remarks apply to Jim A woman gets her trials Someting goes 
wrong in de house, and it makes her feel cross She's inclined to lay de 
blame on someone, and she lays it on her husband , Just take notice ob 
dese <romarks. Jack, for your future guidance All women feel like dat 
sometimes, so do all men Be danger ob trouble is when a person gets 
vexed. Bery well, we'm all bound to get vexed, and den is de time to say 
to ourselves, it was no one's fault I'D laugh It will be all de same free 
days hence I'll laugh, and let no one libmg know dat I'm vexed I won’t 
be vexed f Yah, yah, yah' IT1 do a guffaw If Jim is m de wrong, 
according to your notion, go and kiss him, and tdl hun^he's a sea cook, and 
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dat you'm a good mind to roast him for dinner, "cos he's such a 
or somchng hho dat Eberv time lio vexes you, tw»k oh how ho pl^ng^ 
roto ant raW sea, and ttuh ob dat country lane, where Und words tvero 
.spoken Den, if you still feel bad, go to do pnntry and cut off a huge shea 
ob plum-pudding, if you hab got it if you ain’t, cut off a <dico oh bmp* 
butter, take it- out into 6c Inne, and gib it to dc first hungry little child 
you meet Dat will cure von Watch dc child's eyes, and remember dat 
vour little \ exotion ain’t nearly so senous as do hunger oh dnt little clula 
It's surprising how pleased it makes a person wid dctnBclics if dey do a 
land action to a httlo child 

“Peto/* exclaimed Sarah, actually smiling nt him, "I believe Ton nro 
a clever man Now, I know yon nrc a rich one Tnkc this money, and 
send it back to Richnrds, or do wlmt you think best with it J# 

"Well, my dear ” exclaimed Pete, after a pause, “ Pm inclined to link 
dat do money non t be ob any nsc to Richards, and Ttn also ob do opinion 
dat he got it by swindling odor people If I had do free handling ob dnt 
money, I should go to Freddy, and ask him to narao some person who ho^ 
been ruined by Richards I m mighty certain dorc are imiuj Bery well, 
I should choose a case ob a widow wid young children, if Frcdd\ knows ob 
one, and seeing lie was Richards’s clerk, he is nearly sure to do so Den 
I should go to dat poor woman, and I should hand her dose hundred and 
fifty pounds, and tell her nober to go to a monoydender again u 
" Til do it, Jim'” cried Sarah “Tnko tho monov, Pete *' 

"Nunno, my dear’* 1 exclaimed Pete “You say \ou mil do it, and 60 
you shall You shall do it yourself I will find out do most deserving ease, 
and, if you don t chango your mind, we will all go togedcr, and we wall let 
you hand de money to etc poor woman Bat’s do bargain Just you re- 
member what I hab said about do vexation— and Jim has got to remember 
it, too — den I tink dore will bo a lot more walks along dot lone you spoke 
about When you land, Jim, I should advise you to go along dat bery iano 
and tink ob de past all dc time 'buff said* Come 'long, boys Do siapper 
has got a wife, and I tmk sho is going to bo a good one Como 'long, Jim, 
you’m got work to do on deck ” 

" That’s true But, see, Sally lassie, F1I bring you a cup of coffee and a 
dry biscuit, then uhen the sea goes down a bit I'll get you on deck 
Nothing like fresh air Ion wall soon get right now, and, don t yon see, 
a skipper s wife must get used to the sea Just you ho down on tho 
berth 

“I don’t want anything in tho coffee but milk and sugar, Jim ° 

“ Well, I would recommend a dash of brandy “ 

“Only milk and sugar, Jim Don’t make me take anything else “ 

” E31 never make you do anything you don’t want to/' said Jim “Don't 
^ think I could, Sally — eh?" 

“Yes, you could now, Jim You saved my life—it’e yours for the rest of 
it, if you will have it I'm going to do what you order It’s what I 
promised in church, and it’s what Ibn going to do I’m going to be to you 
liko I was when we were engaged . and if I don’t succeed, you can cast me 
t on, and I'll never complain You know, Jim, that I am a “very determined 
woman fioll, I know that, my nagging made you very miserable, and I 
know that 1 11 never nag ^gam You see, I am only promising this But 
it is what I wcaJu And I don’t keep that promise, whatever you do to 
me I shall deserve J 

“I nevor did undewtand women/' growled Jim, as ho went to see that 
the coffee was made to his liking 

“Dey want a lot ob understanding, old boss exclaimed Pete, “Somo 
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tromen lub a man who flogs dcra, odors lub one who is land to dem 
Aunno, yon can't understand n woman, 'cos sho don’t show what she feels 
1 All dc same, I’m rader inclined to tink dat Sarah says what she means, and 
almost certain dat she will stick to it Sho has got strength ob 
t character Bery well, dnt's a good ting for you, turn it into de right 
channel I link your plunge into do sea turned it, but you will sco all 
shout dat Mind, she is parting uid one hundred and fifty pounds ob her 
own free will Sho might keop dat money, and Richards could not harm 
her It looks to mo ns dough sho null keep her promise to you, but you 
will see about dat ” 


"Sink me, if this ain't a queer world, too 1 ” growled Bill htcr that day 
i€ I know the old man couldmt stand las wife, yet lie goes and eaves her life 
at risk of his own ” 

Well, ain't dat natural, BilP” exclaimed Pete 
“ Can't say as it is,” grumbled Bill " But the worst of it is this 'ore ’ 
the old man never thought as tins vessel could be sailed unless ho nas 
sailing her Time after time he’s told me I’m a silly swab, and not fit to 
steer n perambulator, yet here ho goes taking corfee and what not to his 
wife, who come aboard against his will He’s a-hangmg round hor liko a 
twenty-year-old boy hangs round the onlv girl in the world for him, and 
finds she worn’t anything like that when he ships to Tern, or some of them 
ports ” 

" Well, you ain't got any cause to complain, Bill,” observed Poto 
" Swamp me f No cause to complain Why, tho old man is hugging 
alongside Ins craft, ho’s letting mo do all his duties I'm taking his duty 
and mine thrown in And every time I mention the matter to Jnra ho says 
f Be patient, Bill A man is a fool to got \e\ed in this life Take a piece 
of cake and give it to tho first pool, hungry little child as you meet ' ” 
"Yah, yah, yah 1 " roared Pete 

" Oh, it's nothing to guffaw about I behove tho old man has gone fair 
dotty He's off his compass, and wants putting in irons How am I going 
to find enko aboard this craft? And whore does tho little child come in? 
It's fair sickening! I hko a nap in the afternoon ” 

" Well, go and get it, Bill,” laughed Jack "I wall take command It's 
all right — we understand it ” 

"You will bear tho racket with the old man?” 

"Yes lie won't mmd, so long as I steer a propor course ” 

"I believe you arc right there Well, keep her at that, and if it comes 
on to blow, jest send for mo ” 

It did not como on to blow, and even if such had been the case, Jaok was 
perfectly competent to handle the vessel As for Jim, ho remained below 
In the cveum^ he brought hie wife on dock Sho still lookod very ill, but 
she was srmifng, and Jim gavo her his arm Then, later on, in the 
cabin, Pete gave a senes of comic and sensational songs, and nil was hap- 
piness aboard tho tug K 

Sarah had really changed into a model wife, and she seemed to take a 
pleasure in obeying her husband's wishes She even took somo soup ha 
had mode specially for hor And after that she found her soa-legs, ns he 

" Never saw such a change m any woman in all my lifo,” he confided to 
the comrades a little Inter " She's icst like she used to bo m tho old days 
I bohovo, from what" she says, it will last, too I was saying as I would 
-find her a home ashore till I could take a nice little house, and she said 
that sho was very happy aboard, and hoped I would not send her away yet 
Didn't want to bo away from mo She's never fepokeh a cross word And, 
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lest for o bit of fun, I ordered her to clear up tho cabin— ordcred her, mind 
yen' Without a word, she starts on tho job, and I had a difficulty to atop 
Lor* till I told licr I wns only in fun, jest to see if elio would do it* una that 
she would vox mo if she didn't stop However, she Iins ffot mad to tho t 
sea, so Tm inclined to let her stay aboard till wc run up-Chonnol I m on 
the look-out for a soilcr that wants towing, and with this cast wind wo are 


$uro to fold one*' t 

Jim was right, for the following morning a vessel signalled to them, ana 
then they ran bach to London mill the ship m tow 

Arrived in London, Jira took apartments for himsdf and nfc, for lie sttid 
he meant to have a weeks holiday, and they were going tp enjoy them- 
selves 

The comrades went hack to the hotel, where they found Fxcddv anxiously 
awaiting them, and Kory went half mad with delight at meeting his master 
Lively was the only one who did not appear to be pleased But, then, 
nothing ever pleased him 

Pete had a chat with Freddy concerning the money, and ho said ho know 
of a very hard case where Kichards hod sold a widow lady up and turned 
her and her children from their home 


''Well, dat’s all nght'” exclaimed Pete "Wo Will go and see dnt lody 
He captain and his wife arc coming here to-morrow Any fresh people at 
do hotel’” 

“Xt*, Uverc'a owe tremendous swell,” answered Freddv " won't 
condescend to taLk to mo, and he leads Lively a nice dance Gives Ins 
orders from morning to mglit, and storms if they arc not obeved imme- 
diately ” 

“ Yah, yah, yah 1 Should say dat would do Lively good Bnt what is do 
man's name, Freddy’” 

” Newman He has a few friends here, and ho talks about his estates, 
hi§ horses, and hie motor-cars till he makes mo tired ” 

" Let's come and hab a look at dc object l” exclaimed Pole "PVaps we 
shall bo able to get a little fun out oh him ' 

Mr Newman was a man of about forty, although lie looked younger, 
because he dressed in such a youthful manner He wan a tall, powerfully- 
built man, with a very big moustache, and the mrs ho gave Lumsetf uero 
extraordinary Ho was talking to two other gentlemen, and wns evidently 
doing his utmost to impress them He had invited them to dinner, and 
so they did not mind being impressed m return for an excellent monl, for 
Nawman was not tho style of man to stint matter** 

"What are yon doing here, fellow I* a he demanded, sticking an eyeglass 
in his eye and gazing fixedly at Pete Q 

"Why, dnt'e my old fnend Newman, to be suro‘” oxclaimed Pete "My 
dear old hoss, how are you?” 

"Ton insolent dog, I never met you before, and am not in tho habit of 
making friends of niggers!” 

~ Y^ky» Newman, my dear old hoss, surely you remember your old fnend 
Pete’ Don't you recollect how we used to go round wid a potato-tin on 
winter mghte and soli potatoes at a penny a timo vnd a dab ob butter 
frown m ?r ' 

"Waiter^ how dare you let this ruffian enter my presence?” roared 
Newman "What is ho doing at this hotel?” 

t€ He’s staying here, sir, and I wish he wasn't, for he's more trouble than 
enough ” 

"How dare the proprietor expect gentlemen to associate with common 
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niggers 1 I shall mako a sonons complaint You had hotter get out of 
tho room, you insolent black dog, before I kick you out I" 

"Look at dnt, now* Tmk I a better go widoul do lacking Como die 
boys I can see do pool old boss don't want any ting 'bout dat bnked- 
potafo-can to bo knoun^ ^cll, p’raps it’s hotter not, Newman, 'specially 
if von are getting credit at dis hotel, and ain't got do money to pay for it " 
Newman sprang to his feet, and actually strode towaids Pete, but that 
worth) bolted up the stairs to his hed-room 

r Ha, Iia t 1 m* Tic is going to do all sorts of things to you when you 
comedown 1 " exclaimed tack, entering Pete's room 
" Wonder what has upset do mans temper 1 " cxclnimed Pete "It's a 
most stupid ting to gib way to temper like dnt, because it will make his 
friends link ho really did go" round wid a baked-potato can Well, I dunno 
dat wc UeOd bodor ourselves 'bout de man’s temper I dare say ho will get 
obor it b) de tune he has had n good feed Now, boyB, aro you ready, 'cos 
I’m getting mighty hungry ? Tom is going €0 attend to our dinner Lively 
can wait nn Newman Now, Jack, I will hot yon a cigar dat I go downstairs 
quicker dan }ou \\ e ain't to touch each odcr — merely get downstairs 
ns quickly ns no enn widout hindering each oder Nunno 1 Keep your foot 
on do top stair You'm got to tow de line, and when I say 'Go*' wo bof 
go togeder One — two — free — go 1 " 

Pete howled out the words in a voice that paused Newman to come to 
the door lack made a start, but Pete flung one log over the balusters, then 
whizzed down face-foremost Jack had no chanco of winning that race — in 
fact, he did not try, for I10 saw that a collision was inevitable 
The fact is, Lively was bringing up a largo tray, on which was Newman's 
dinner, and he turned the corner just at the wrong moment 
Pete could not stop liimsolf He landed on Lively s shoulders hurling 
ham and tho tray against Newman with a forco that flung them all to the 
ground, whilo Pcto sat on them 

Now, that was a hot dinner, and Newman received tho greater portion of' 
it on Jus chest He received a dish of greens and a tureen of gravy in his 
face, and Lively's chest smashed those greens upon tho fallen man's 
countenance Broken crOckery lay strewn around and one of tho fowls was 
spread-eagled, for it was between Newman nnd Lively, while Pete was 
sitting on tho back of tho latter 

"Well, look at dat, now 1 " exclaimed Pete, rising, nnd gazing at tho 
fallen men "I can't understand do stupidity ob some waiters, always 
placing dcmselves at de exact spot where dey ain't wanted Still, dcre's no 
harm done It ain't a bit as dough someone was hurt f Why don't you got 
off Newman's chest, Lively? I’m mighty certain do man don't want you 
sprawling on his diagram like dat You ought to bo more cnrefnl when 
you^ aro bringing up dc dinner You should look to mrtke euro I ain’t 
coming down dc stairs Do stop your laughter. Jack and Sammy 1 J. always 
notice dat if any little upspill occurs you start laughing* at it You ought 
to be sorry for Nowman, and not start gufTawing at him Look hero, Rory, 
dat fowl wasn’t meant for your consumption You'm been and collared 
Newman's dinnor 1 " 

♦ "Wooliooh 1 I’m injured 1 " Iiovfjed Lively. "All the wind has been 
knocked out of my body 1 " _ v 

" Den dc best ting for you to do is to take a few more breathe and fetch 
it back again Do got up, Newnutn Look what a mighty mess you hab 
made on do floor I'm ashamed ob you behaving like dat in a first-class 
hotel You will hab Lively complaining, ob your bad conduct if you amt 
careful," - 
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“You viper 1 '’ howled Newmin, struggling to his feet Oil, wait till I 
fret nfc you ' ril make you Buffer for this 1 ” _ , . 

g << Dat’s right Blame me You ain’t got do slightest con isi deration for a 
poor nigger You don't seem to bear on mind dnfc I might Lab hurt myself 
m a serious fall like dat Bat’s de worst ob somo people, dey arc so mighty 

^N^vnifra could not stand this Scooping the greens out of lus eyes, he 
seized a chair, and hurled it at Pete’s head Fortunately it struck the door 
as well, and one of its legs was smashed, v/hile Pete received an awful 
crack on the head Next, Newman seized a decanter of wine, and hulled 
that after the chair, but Pete took particular care that it did not strike lus 
head at all Ho ducked, and the decanter was skivered against the wall, 
which it damaged considerably Then Newman seized a cnmng-hnxfc, nfulo 
Pete seized his wnst, for the angry man looked dangerous 

"My dear old boss," exclaimed Pete, placing a gnp upon his wmt that 
caused him to wnthc ** You must modulate your passions It am it 
etiquette for a guest at de hotel to stick knives into do oders Drop de 
knife, den come along wid me, and I will gib you a brush down ” 

Newman obeyed both of these orders because that grip caused him to 
howl, while Pete dragged him into the hall, and still holding him by the 
wrist, picked up a clothes-brush, and commenced to brush him violently A 
clothes-brush, however, is not a good thing to get off gravy and mashed- 
potatoes mingled with bits of chicken, and Pete crushed so vigorously that 
he caught him several cracks over the knuckles 
Newman struggled to got way, but that was quite out of the question, and 
when Pete considered he had brushed him sufficiently, he dragged him back 
into the sitting-room, and, seizing a serviette, he scrubbed at his face 

"Here yon are, mv dear old boss,” he exclaimed "I link I hah cleaned 
you down pretty welf Wo wilt let de rest dry before wo brush it off Whv, 
Lively, you kab made yourself zu a mess, to bo sure I should go and roll 
on dc front mat if I wa*s you ” 

"I behove tho black beast is a dangerous maniac I 1 * hooted Lively “Jest 
look at tho awful mess vou have made me iu» Bust you 1 If this was my 
house I’d kick you out ol it 1 ” 

"Well, you attend to Newman’s party, old hoss, and don’t gib way to 
anger, ’cos dat won’t do vou de slightest use All yon hub got to do is to 
serve up anoder dinner Here comes Tom wid ours Dis way, Tom Mind 
you don’t slip on Newman’s dinner, ’cos Lively has placed it on de floor ” 

“ Whatever did he want to do that for?” gasped Tom, stopping over tho 
wreckage 

"Dere’s no telling why dat man does tings ho ought not to do,” said 
Poto, seating himself at the table, and glancing at Newman out of tho 
comers of lus eves Ho did not feel at all euro there- would cot be a second 
attack, *ind he wanted to be prepared for it " Sit down, boys 1 I’ll take a 
ago* from you. Jack, for winning dat race I was down dc stairs a long 
fame before you Do be quiet, Newman* Don’t you see dat I’m busy wid 
my dinner ” 

“Send for the proprietor of this hotel at once 1 ” howled Newman who 
did not care to make a second attack on such a strong man as Pete* "I 
insist on seeing him this instant < I will have compensation for this shame- 
ful treatment » He is responsible, and he shall pay for it 
, wanted nothing better- than this The proprietor of the hotel 

whose name was Thorn, was an elderly stoat party, with extremely polite 
and Tuct manners., It took a great deal to upset his eqnikbrzum Break- 
ages with Pete he was quite accustomed to, and ho did not mind them at all, 
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because Pete never disputed tho bills, and there were always breakages 
charged on them 

"Has an accident happened, sir?” he inquired politely of Newman 

He had already learnt from Lively what had happened, but considered it 
advisable to know nothing 

"That dastardly nigger has slid down tho balusters r " howled Newman 

" He has hurled the waiter upon me, and — and Look at the mess he has 

made mo in 

"I trust you were not hurt, sir?" 

u But I was hurt I was hurt very severely " 

" It is a most unfortunate accident, and one that I deplore exceedingly 
I see a chair is broken and a decanter, while the wallpaper is considerably 
damaged May I ask how that came about?" 

" Yes, you may I hurled them at that black beast's head 
-"Well, wo will say thirty shillings for the damage to tho chair Ten 
shillings for tho decanter — I presume the wmo was paid for Then there will 
be five shillings for the paper Two-pounds-five, if you please, sir No doubt 
you would like to settle that little matter now " 

“ May I be hanged if I'll pay you a single penny, you insolent rascal 1 Do 
you think I am paying two-pounds-five foi having a dinner hurled at my 
head, and for being nearly murdered?" 

" Certainly not, sir I should be the last to make such a charge But 
according to your own showing, you caused tho damage, and consequently 
you wall have to pay for it You see, if an accident occurs I am always 
extremely sony They will occur at times But because one should occur, 
for which we are all extremely sorry, there is no justification in smashing 
up my property by acts of violence That can do no possible good, and it 
stands to reason that the gentleman who causes such damago must pay 
for it I shall not tlunk of charging you with the other breakage Tho 
other gentleman will pay for that I believe I speak correctly, sir?" 

" 'Spcct I shall hab to pay for it," observed Pete, who was paying moro 
attention to his dinner than to the conversation "You can put it on 
Newman's bill, if you like, and see if he will pay it, but my impression ob 
dat man is dat ho won't pay twice You see, a man who wants to get credit 

f enerally boasts about his wealth, but you nebor heard a man who wanted 
o pay h is bill when it became due, impress on you how' rich ho was, 'cos 
it might make you stick a bit " 

" Quite against my practice, sir Quite Fixed charges, you know " 

" Yah, yah, yah I Yes, I know Dey are about as fixed as a shooting-star 

Still, if any damage has been caused " 

"I really don't think there is any doubt about that," observed Thorn 
t " Well, do fairost ting to do is for you to charge me wad my portion ob It, 
and charge Newman wid ins two-pounds-fivo, only don't you chimp dat lxttlo 
lot on my Bill, 'cos I don't hke paying for habipg chairs and bottles ob mno 
frown at my head any more dan he likes paying for habmg dinners and 
waiters frown at his chest " 

" I won't pay a single penny !" declared Newman " Who is going to pay 
for my clothes?" 

"I'll pay for dose," said Pete "Bat m to ear, if you hab paid your 
tailor for dem I ain't paving for dem m do second place if you ain't paid 
for dom in do first You wall nab to convince mo dat dey arc paid for " 

"You insolent scoundrel, I wall put yon in a court of law over this r I 
claim twenty pounds compensation for what I have suffered, and if you don fc 
pay it wall make tho landlord do so " 
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"I think not, sir I rosily think not," exclaimed Thorn. I demy, 
legal responsibility " 

"Then I leavo your hotel 99 „ 

"I extremely regret your decision, sir You shall hare your bill tip i 
few moments * *• 

" Hang my bill ! I won't pay you a pennv 1 You owo mo money lor m 
Bhamcful manner in which I liavo been treated V f , 

"That would bo a matter that would have !o bo decided in a court © 
law, if you were so ill-advised ns to trj Mv bill is a matter tha , 

settled straight away It is a serious matter to obtain boant nnu iwg s r 
and go nwav without paying the bill, so tenons indeed, that I c 
allow you to do so you see, it is serious both for the defaulter, becu 
the law considers it fraud, and it is serious both for the proprietor ol u ho * 
because ho would be quite buto to lose his money I have lo*t Eomo tnav 
way, as a matter of fact, but I am quite determined to lose no more 
"You are talking hho an utter idiot, now 1 " excinuncd Newman, not liking 
tho turn events had taken " Of course, I intend to pay rav bill , nt the name 
timo I consider that I have been shamefully treated, and I cannot under- 
stand the propnotor of a hotel taking m such a dastardly tugger as that 
onol I shall make him pay for a new suit of clothes It will bo a punish- 
ment for him — that is to sav, if he has got the monev, Vrlnch I very much 
doubt " 


" Not the slightest doubt about that, sir I will have another dinner rent 
Up to you, and think it will be fair to charge tho spoilt one to Mr, Pete’s 
account I know he will not mind that 99 


"Look here, old boss," exclaimed Pete, " you can charge all de damage v 
on do top ob it to ray account also I dunno what vou pay for your suits, { 
Newman, and I don’t feel at all suro dal you hab paid for dat one, shU, if do 
tailor is such a mug as to trust you, why dot’s his look out, and I radcr 'spact 
if yon don’t pav ho will divide do loss amongst his odcr customers, do sarno 
as if you bolt widout paying your bill here Thorn will romp de amount on to 
ns as extras Shll, derc is a fiver for you 99 

"Your insolence exceeds all bounds, follow v * cried Newman, though, ho 
took possession of the note "Ton appear to forget onr relative positions, 
•and think that because you ha\c got some money through robbing other 
/people, that gentlemen are thieves and vagabonds like yourself Y T ou hare s 
heard that tho fellow say he will pay tho two-pounds’-fivc damages, Thorn* ' 
„Yery well! You have taken Ins part, and you have treated mo m r tho most - 
shameful manner I shall not remain at vour hotel Bring me my bill up to 
date, and order my portmanteau to be brought down Also order a cab— -a 
four-wheeler My friends will come with mo I shall go to some hotel whero 
I can got proper treatment 99 

Thom was not many minutes making out tho bill , He had it bv tho dime 
the cab arrived, and ho made it come to four pounds nineteen shillings 
"Well, you have charged exorbitantly," said Newman "But tins'* 
nigger's note will cover it You can give tho odd shilling to tho waiter, 
end yon can send the receipt to that address Come, my friends 1 " 

"Well," exclaimed Thorn, holding Hie note in his hand, as tho dab drove 
away, "I have got the amount of my bill, so I am quite satisfied " 

"De only question to my mind is. Why did de man change my note for 
one ob his?" observed Pete "Ob course, you looked to seo if dat one was 
good ” 

" I knew.it was yours, and ° 
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€ * I certainly saw lum change at wid one in his pocket, and ” 

''Why, the beastly thing is a duller t” exclaimed Thorn 
"Now, see how quickly I detected dnt man. Jack/' observed Pete 
**He detected you when you were coming downstairs, too, didn’t he?” 
laughed Jack " But don’t you tlunk it would have been better if you had 
detected him heforo tho theft was commenced? You would have saved Thorn 
live pounds ” 

“I quite agree with you, sir,” growled Thorn, gazing at tho worthless 
note, "All tho samo, 1 feel quite sure that Pete would not let me be a 
loser* Consider, my dear sir, what a nice little memento of your great 
detective work this worthless note would make, if you were to give mo a 
good one for it ” 

"Eh’” 

" You could keep this as a memento 99 

" Don’t seem to hah a yearning for mementoes,” observed Pete 
"It would bo a ploasant little remimscenco Every time you looked at 
tho note it would remind you of tho clever manner in which you detected 
the scoundrel ” 

"But it might also remind mo dat I hab giben a good five-pound note for 
a bad one,” said Pete "You can keep it, and den it will remind you to 
look at a noto before you take it In dat way you will save say a hundred 
pounds, so dat if you hand me ninety-five pounds now, dat will make matters 
right You see, you hab lost five pounds, but you will save a hundred 
trough my detective instrumentality, go dat all you hab got to do is to 
hand me de balance ob ninety-five pounds, and dat will bo quite satis- 
factory to me ” > 

* "I shall havo to deduct the amount from the waiter*# wages for having 
blficn such a puddxng-head Us to admit a thief ” 

"I’m having no deductions,” giowlcd Lively "And if you will remem- 
ber, sir, yon owe me a shilling out of that note He told you to give me 
the change ” 

"Take it all, dear fellow You shall have the five pounds Keep it with 
my best wishes, for I’m hanged if I'm going to give you a good shilling 
change out of a bad five-pound note How I could have been so stupid, I 
cannot think Anyone could see that this is a bad note, but then I made 
sure it was tho one yougavo him, Pete, and I knew, of course, that your 
notes would bo good Well, it can’t bo helped I must strive to make up 
the loss'” 

"See hero, old boss 1 ” growled Pete "Don’t you get making up dat loss 
by sticking it on our bill” 

"Oh, dear, no I Would never tlnnlc of doing anything like that ” 

"I don’t mmdUour linking ’bout doing it, old boss My chief fear is dat 
you will go and do it I hab got do feeling dat if I don’t get de memento. 
I’ll hab to pay for it ” 

"Never tlunk such a thing, my dear sir,” said Thorn "I want you to 
be happy and comfortable while you arc here ” - * 

/f You can bet I will bo all dat, old boss,” answered Pete, "but I sha’n'’t 
be so mighty happy and comfortable when I go if I hab to pay dat five-pound 
ndte ” \ - 1 

"Pooh! A tnflc like that Would never worry yon,” exclaimed Thorn 
" Why, ft doesn't worry me ” 

"Hat’s de worst ob it, old boss/' growled Pete "If you were to start 
raving a little, I would feel more comfortable, but you take de matter so 
mighty calmly, dat I hab de certain feeling you. arc goin g to r omp de fiver 
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on my toll Howbcr, I shall arrange dc matter by Imocl mg off fire I»unds„ 

when I lcabe ” - 4t1 * . ^ «tt 0 

" You shouldn't have told him that,” murmured Tom, n UUlc iaxor 
will romp on ten pounds now, and make it balance that road f r ,n 

" All right i' 1 * * * * * * * Polo exclaimed “ X 11 detect dat man Ton how X™ 
manage it, and if I find he ain't niivtuig 111 c honest, 1 11 uobor come cr 
again Now, boys, Sarah and her husband ate coming to lunch wid u 
morrow, and den we arc going to gib dose hundred and fifty pounds o 
poor woman wid her orphan children But, see here, bars' Sarah ms 
acted m & straightforward manner, and I would like to make her a proven 
Yon see, she lost her home and nil her furniture* ^at would be a 
grief to her It's true she got de hundred and fifi%# but yon can l>ot hoc 
goods were worf a lot more dan dat, or Richards would neber hud lent at 
dat money on dera Now let's tnlfi dc matter obef ** 

They did, and they came to a decision that was worthy of them, then Pete 
gave certain orders concerning the lunch for the following morning 


CHAPTER 11 

Sarah Loops Her PromlGo— Peto’o Croat Schorno— The Gurprloo VJoit~A 
Little Rough-and-Tumblo Work In Which Poto Jo All There— The 
Landlord— A Stormy Mooting, and a Palnfdl Parting 

T a little before one o'clock the following morning, Jim and Sarah' 
made their appearance They both looted rcmnrhnbh happy 
“Well, you need not stare at mo Id o that, Pete/’ exclaimed 
Sarah "1 have kept my promise, and haien't spoficu an unkind 
word to him Have I, 

1 " No, lassie, but you have Rpoken n good many kind ones Why it's jesfc^ 
like old times We are making a holiday of it "Pm taking Sally" to nil the 

£ laces I think she would like to seo She vail go over tjie docks, but I 
ehevo that's because she knows I like it " 

“Well, dnt'e right Was admiring de dress, my dear, and not thinking 
'bout do promise, 'cos I had dc opinion dat you arc not dc sort ob girl to 


make a promise you are not going" to keep ” 
_ ^ Girl, indeed’ Why, 


I owned to thirty-five, and that >\asn*t the whole 

of it by a long way ” ~ 

a Must bo do dress, and do happy expression on do face Now for lunch 9 

They went into a private room, and then Sarah oxcl aimed, for the table 

was decointed with flowers, while the lunch that was ooried np was quite 
regardless of cost No ono could help enjoying such a meal, unless they 
^lifippened to bo ill, which none of the company were 

1 Now, Pete/' exclhimed Sarah, when they find finished dessert cr I want 
to get nd of tins money " » 

f1 Night ray dear l We will pay a Msit m about an hour's time But, 
first ob all, * wo free want to make you and Jifli a little wedding present 
You see, we weren't present at youi wedding, but we are going to consider 
dat jou bab just started iri .married life We want you bof to be hnppv for 

de rest ob yout days, and wo hab talked de matter ober, and are all agreed 

on de beat ure&ent to make you "Jim baa succeeded in life: and as ho told 
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wu* dnt tnp is nil paul for wid do exception ob frco hundred pound#?, for 
vdnch plic ir plill mortgaged, but dat in time ho JtopcB to hnb her for his 
nb* dut* proporU, Nor, wo hub come io do conclusion dnt it would be much 
ni<vT find better for you bof to linb dnt vessel for your o\ n property, widout 
nnv bcubr 'bout paving dc free hundred pounds, which might beep you short 
ob montv for nnn\ n year to come, nnd ro we hnb decided dnt do form our 
l*t tk present rhnll take will be to pay dose frco hundred pound#?, nnd clear 
oC do whole account, nnd wo are going first ob nil to do mortgage people 
and nre going to pay dnt amount Den we nro going to nee dnt poor lady 
Von understand. dim, dnt you nm't got de right to refuse a wedding 
prerent Von couldn't do it in justice to Sarah, nnd she couldn't do it m 
justice to you For dnt reason dc matter is nil settled " 

Jim rat in ribmee, gnnng nt the comrades Ho looped much ns ho did 
when lmuled out of the water in nn exhausted condition 
"Tell them wlinl you think, Sally," he exclaimed at Inst 
"I wish I could, Jim I don't deserve this " 

"Neither do I, lassie/' N 

"Still, yon hob got it, nnd if it in all do same to you, wo would much 
rrder 3 mi did not any so much ns tank you," exclaimed Pete "All wo want 
iv to see you rfmam happy, and ^ou will know by dc last few days' you bab 
?pent, dat it is much nicer to remain happy, dan to bo unlnnd to each 
xlcr/' 

' Jim was never unkind to me," said Sarnh, 

"There van faults on both sides/' end Jim "I can see it all now, and 
ion* I might have altered it A slipper's life xft a roiigh one, and when ho 
j’hes an ord<r he expects It to bo obeyed Well, lie ain't got the right la 
mrry that into his own hoiiao Put we are going from the bargain Wo'vo 
jot some years Io miss, and that's what we will do, lassie. That's what wo 
nil do We will think of olden times and that lano " 

"Well, dat'f? all right," exclaimed Pete "Now I toll you what wo will 
Io Vic will go to din poor woman's address in de motor-car. She's hbing 
n do Fast Fnd, and wo can call to arrange de odor matter on dc way Now, 

*n el} , show do Jndy to her room, so dnt alio can put on do outside garments — 
i hat Tim would call dc top hamper Where are your cigars, Jack/' 

Pete drove Ho was n most expert driver, nnd ho caused considerable 
nnojance because he always would pull up sharp when anyone wanted to 
ro°s Ho did not believe in annoying pedestrians by making them wait 
nr his car And once when a lady and her two daughters wanted to cross, 
ut did not doro to go in front of a motor-car, although they would have 
ad plenty of time, Pete pulled up with a jerk, that caused tho driver behind 
irn to say nasty things, but he had to stop 

"After you, ma'am/' exclaimed Pete, jumping out "Die way, please " 
Then ’he pulled up a 'bus coming in tho opposite direction, and held tho 
oraes v/Jnlo the Jady and her charges got across the street, and tho 'bus 
river caught Jam a slash over the face for his pains 

Pete merely glanced up at the angry driver, then ho rc-enterod his car, 
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The cut across the face mu^t hare hurt/ for it 7 WFC<^ft 


and nn on The cut ucro-3 tnc tncc mun i.uvt? — -- ' * ~ n tt - 

but Pete had succeeded in. doing what he intended nn u ^ him 
hare had that driver off Ins box, find he fco chosen* he took no no ice ^ 

" Neber could see whv people who drive motor-cars ought to top ^ 
oder people ain't got de same right to do use ob do toad CtO um 
slighteat danger ui a motor-cur if you drive it properly ^ 

They called at the office, and found no difficulty m clearing the tig 
the mortgage, then they went to the East, and it v?as evident a ^ ^ 

knew his way well t 

They pulled up at a miserable-looking building* thouglwn i\m<^ gone P a . 
it had probably been the home of well-to-do people Nov many J&rn 
were crowded into it, and Mrs Green, the woman whom they song > 
occupied a room at the very top of the tall building 
The room was clean, and that is all that could be raid in its favour, for 
the walls were tumbling away with damp and decay, wlulc the beat fart 
of the ceibng had already fallen 

Mrs Green was thirty-five rears of age, bnt she 'looked considerably 
older Her two little daughters were in the room with her, end ehc wwa 
hard at work with some sewing 

"Mrs Green, ma'am 9 " inquired Pete 
u Ye — yes l That is mr name " 

"I suppose you can't make much money at dal workr" 

"Enough to keep my two children from starvation " 

"And what about yourself^ 9 
" Ah, I do the best I can 99 

"Well, you don't look so mighty veil on it, my dear 
lady had some money from de monevlondcr, Richards 
Bery well She is going to gfb dat money to you, and ar it is a bundled 
and fifty pounds, we hab been considering what would be do host ting tot 
von to do wid it We hab come to de conclusion dat if yon were to take a 
nice lrttle house at de seaside, yon would be nble to let apartments, and get 
a comfortable living, specially if yon had no rent to pay for de first year 
Yon see, we free would come dcre for a^etart, and we should spend a lot ob 
money one way and anodcr, 'cos Jack is inclined to be extravagant Bery 
well, den again we shall put m some advertisements for won, and nil dat, 
besides recommending you to our friends, and if you choose a libel v place, 
why you ought to bo able to make a good living " 

"But why should you do nil this for me 9 " exclaimed Mrs Green, patting 
down her work, and shading her eyes with her hand, gone so thin through 
want ; 

" 'Cos we happen to know dat vou arc one ob Richards' victims and if it 
is any Consolation to you to know it, dat man is m prison, and libcJv to 
remain dere for some time to come Now do question is, would yon like 
"dat arrangement You see. Your little girls would hub de sands to piay on, 
and de work for you would not be bo hard as dis " 

" It fieemc too good to be t>no " 


Nov , sec here 
I see vou know him 
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,r Dai means yondihe it/' sai$ Pete “ Come 'long, my dear, we will coin-, 
mencc de arrangements forth with JDis ain't at all de sort ob place you 
ought to bo at Tink she could get apartments at de place you are staying, 
{Sarah?" ' 

' f< Yes, I am sure she could You come along, my dear My husband and 
I will see that you are comfortable with your little ones Here is the mone\ - 
Pete is tho kindest-hearted man that ever lived, and I owe him a deep debt 
of gratitude You need have no feai that he will go from his promise " 

“ But I must finish this work I promised to let thorn have it this ueok " 
cc I'll go and explain matters to de man , 0 said Pete “How much do you 
make a week?" 

“It is impossible to male more than nine shillings, working nearly day 
and night, and I have to pay five shillings for this room " 

“Golly 1 De man must get some rent for de house at dat rate ex- 
claimed Pete “ Should say he would got two-frcc hundred a year, con- 
sidering de number ob families in it, and de place ain't worf twenty " 

“ I should have to give him a week’s notice, and 99 

“ You lenbe all dat to mo See, I will leabe my card here, and ho is sure 

to come to do hotel Just write on it to toll laid to do so. Jack I should 

like to hab a chat wid dat man Now, my dear, come along You’m got 
de hundred and fifty pounds, so you know we mean what we say 99 
u You need not kavo the slightest fear, Mrs Green," said Jack, as he saw 
her hesitate 

“ I have no fear , and even if I had I should conquer it, for tho sake of 
my little children But tho people I am working for are terribly strict, and 
I am always getting fined, I don't know what they will say " 

“ You leave Pete to answer them Wo have our motor-car outside And 

I .assure you that your future will be brighter, at any rate so far as money 

matters axe concerned 

Pete pulled up fit the first decent restaurant ho came to, and leaving Sam 
to look after the car , 1 he took Mrs Green and her little ones into the place, 
thon ordered a good meal This finished, he drove to the shop for which 
she worked, and entered it with her, while ho earned the hfUf-fimshed shuts 
in a bundle under his arm 

“Now den, old boss/' ho exclaimed, as a portly, woll-to-do man ap- 
proached him, “are you Grmdstead?" 

“I am Mr Gnndstend What do you waut, fellow?" 

“ Why, I want de pay for de work put in dese shirts Dey are 'bout halt 
done, and you'm going to pay four shillings and sixpence Mrs Green 
isn't going to work any mbro for you , you oberpay her too much " 

“You mind your own business, and go out of my ehop ! " 

“ You pay de four-and-sixpence " 

“For work undone? Not I 1 " 

^ “How long have you been working for de old scoundrel, ma'am?" inauired 
Pete, 

“ A year / 1 
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** And lie lias paid you nearly mno shillings v ~ cq \, ^drr yon rrml 51 c? 

not " t r 

“I seldom earn ns much as that And then there ate the tines 
“lYell, I reckon lie owes >ou more dsn dc value oh dw*c elarts 
eee hero, you griping old scoundrel, if you don + t pay dot four*anct*tiippnee 
I'll make you sorry ,M 

"Got out of my shop, and let that vottwn finish her work* 

"Do work amt going to be finished, and if yon don’t pay do tronoy l 
shall unfmish it worse dan it in 1 " 

"I won't pay one halfpenny, you nigger scoundrel ' fp 
"Den I shall unstitch dem 1 " exclaimed Pete, ripptng up ihc cc^ins, anu 
sometimes npping the shirts across 

Gnndstead shouted to his assistants, and they made n rush fit Pctc> w)ulc 
the propnetor tried to snatch the shirts from his lends, with the tesnh 
that ho tore them worse than ever Thou Pete puked lum up and dropped 
him behind the counter, and flung some pieces of siufT ou him 
"You go and get into do car, my dear' ' exclaimed Pete 44 Do nmn 
vexed ‘bout eometmg Can't stand people who make money out ob swoaltng 
poor people Sha n t bo long You hear* Tim assistants Imb got to ficize 
mo, and dey seem trying to do it Bory well, dey will nko go ober do 
counter after deir employer Yah, yah, ynh* Reminds you ob football, 
doesn't it — Rugby cistern • J " 

Mrs Green was frightened, and alio ran outride to tell Jack what w 03 
happening But that worthy only laughed 
" Jump in, Mrs Green 1 ' lie exclaimed "Pete won’t need any opstst- 
nnce, and I don't expect they will keep him long Ha, ha, lia 1 lie s pelting 
them with their own goods 1 " 

Pete had got long odds against him, for there were a good many n c $ifitnnta 
in the shop, and what handicapped lum more was that lie did not want to 
hurt anyone He picked up a roll of some material anc\ knocked those 
assistants down with it like ninepins, then ho pelted thorn with collar^ 
boxes and all sorts of things One of them rushed out for a constable, and 
by the time that worthy came the shop was m a state of confusion The 
^man of law made a rush at Pete, who seired him round the body nnd 
dropped him over the counter, then darted into the motor-car and whirled 
away By the time the constable recovered from Ins astonishment Pete was 
out of sight, while Grmdslead was howling with fury nnd abusing the 
police for allowing such condnct, though it really was not the constable's 
fault m any way ^ „ 

First of all, Pete drove Mrs Green to Jim's apartments, and ma^o 
nrangements with the landlady for them to remain there , then he went back 
to the hotel, and gave Freddy instructions to select a suitable house at some 
seaside resort for letting purposes ^ 

"De rent ain't to be too high, Freddy, and it ain't to be too low You 
will know “by dose destructions exactly wlmt as required And, look here, 
Freddy, you can take your moder wid you It will be a change for her, and 
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she wall know do likeliest place better dan I shall Den when yon hab done 
dat, I want her to choose de furniture for de house You can take Mrs 
Green and de children wid you, 'cos dat -will make a change for dem as well 
I’ll gib you some money for de expenses " 

Flow much are we to pay for the furniture, Pete*” 
rr Ek p I dunno You had better ask your moder Spend what is neces- 
sary IFs no good spoiling de ship for a ha'p'orth ob tar I should say 
two-free hundred pounds Den you can pay a year's rent in advance Dat 
will gib do poor woman a good start Site deserves it for de nice way she 
has kept her children Mind you buy dem spades and pails for de sands 
Now buzz off * Dcro's ]ust ono oder ting, Freddy We shall be roaming 
'bout England for a bit, and we shall need an agent to look after our affairs 
We bob decided to appoint you at de same salary I'm paying you now You 
had better take an office, and in your spare time wo tmk you might work 
up n sort ob commission business Ob course, we pay do rent ob de office and 
de furniture, and all dat You must hub de telephone put on, so dat if we 

want to talk to you from anywhere we can do it Now den, fire away ! And, 

see here, Freddy, if you start somo sort ob business, it ain't to be in de 

detective lme Derc's no profit m dat I hab been able to detect dat in de 

course ob iny experience If you wanl any guarantee giben in your business 
I will do dat And I will lend you what capital you require to start wid ” 
Needless to say, Freddy wns delighted with this generous offer Being an 
honest \oung fellow, he determined to make a strenuous effort to woik up a 
business, for he felt that Pete would never give him sufficient work, and he 
did not like to take his salary without it So far, lie felt that he had not 
earned a quarter of what he had been paid, but Pete was perfectly satis- 
fied " / 

^ / j- 

A few days later the comrades found Pete in a state of cogitation He 
had keen very quiet the previous day, but now there was evidently some- 
thing on his mind 

“What's the matter, you unage*” inquired Sam “Have you lost Borne 
more money?” 

“ Sammy, I am -going to gib up de dotcotive work for eber I” growled 
Pete ^ 

“ Very wise, too It wants a man with some sort of intellect " 

, {f You shut up, Sammy, and don't be impersonal You ain't as muscular 
as I should like to see you, and Jack needs training As for dis child, Fm ’ 
wasting m de muscles Dis must bo altered When we go abroad again we 
shall be so weak dat wo eha'n't be able to cope wid a skunk M'yes 1 Dat's 
do idea Yah, yah, yah ! We'm been working too hard wid our brains- 1 - 
dat's.what's de matter wid us We need medicinal culture” 

What?" gasped Jack “Do you want us to become doctors 5 ” 

“ Ain't medicinal culture de ting dat makes you strong?" 

“Ha, ha, ha! Do you mean physical culture?' 

“Well, what's de difference between physic and medicine? I must hab ( 
remembered de word by inedimnc, and got — — " 
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"Mr Johnson wants to seo you'” exclaimed Lively, entering the room at 
that moment 

" Who's he?" inquired Pete 

" Don’t know, and I don’t care " a v 

"'Poor old Lively I Ton will die ob 'don’t care* ono ob dose days 
de man m I radcr ’spect it must be do bobby " 

It was a man of about thirty years of nge, tall, and of wiry build _ c 
was dressed in the height of fashion, and wore a ma&sivo gold watchc am 
Pete knew his business by tho first words he uttered ( 

49 Are yon tho man who left a card in tho room of a woman named 
Green?" y 

"Yes, old hoss,” answered Pete, jerking tho chair aside as Johnson ueut 
to eit down He sat on the floor with a bang that shook the room, and it 
seemed also to shake him " What are you trying to do, my dear old hosa 
You will hurt yourself if you tumble about like dat 1 " 

"You insolent vagabond, Pll " f 

"Sit down, old boss l" exclaimed Pete, ramming lnra into a chair 1 Ar* 
you do agent, or what ?M , * 

"I am tho owner of the property " 

" Where’s your fader?" 

" Dead, and " 

" Poor old boss 1 Pm mighty sorry for lnm ** 

" Where is tho woman’s furniture/" 

"I gabo it away to de oder tenants " 

"You removed it?" 

" Well, I told dem to do so " £ 

" Tho woman owed me a week’s rent She has illegally removed her 
furniture when Tent was owing She is liable for double the rent, and unless 
she pays I shall prosecute her for fraud]" 

* " But I removed de furniture " v 

" Then I shall prosecute you as well, unless you pay mo ten pounds 
damages ** * t 

rr Den you had better start de prosecution straight away Now, Johnson^ 
I am going to tell you dat you are a thief Do you sec, dat is my opinion 
~ concerning you " J 

"You insolent scoundrel. III break vour head if you talk to me like 
r that i” 

"Sit down You can do that presently You are a thief to charge five 
sin 11 mgs a neck for a miserable room like dat, and you ought to bo stopped 
I suppose vou hab got plenty ob money, well, ain’t you ashamed to take 
five shillings ob a starving woman’s earnings? She neber could make more 
dan rune shillings " 

"What do I care what the creature made, so long as she made enough to 
pay my rent If mv tenants don’t pav me they go I trusted her three davs 
over her week, and that’s moro than I would do for most of them Sh© 
ought to be tery grateful " v 



BY S CLARKE HOOK. 


1x9 

t 

"Bcry well Ton sa y she owes you five shillings rent, and I suppose she 
has to gib you a week's notice Bat's ten skillings Here m de -money " 

" X won't take it * She-;— " 

“ All right, Johnson Iliab tendered dat money, 3nd you hab refused to 
take it Now den, do your worst Yon shan’t hab de ten shillings nm\ " 

<g Then I will take it out of you * I'll put you in prison, afid " 

u Yes You are bound to do all dat I am going to gib dose ten shillings 
awny 111 chantv Here's de bery ting % 

Pete flung the window np He saw a paper boy outside, and called hini 
up ' x 

"Paper, sir?" 

u No, m) lad Here are ten shillings for yourself I shall want de paper 
“to-night Dit's a little present for yon You see, Johnson, I don't want to 
bpnefii by money dat ain't mine Now den, if you are going to flog me, T 
sli til bear it as well as I can t 9 

u Yon tendered me two weeks," said Johnson, who appeared to think that 
he had not acted wiselv " She was three days' over her time, so that I am 

entitled to a further week's notice Besides " 

'Buzz oft home* I ain’t tendering anr more," interposed Pete, "I 
offered you two weeks' rent, and von would not take it** 

" 1 11 sue you, you ruffian r I shall claim heavy damages 
"All right, old lioss, start a nay only, don't worry me wid your nonsense, 
'cos you ain't at all likely to frighten me, unless, oil course, you resort to 
personal \zolqnce, den I shall ask dese two men to help’ me " 

91 We shall do nothing of the sort," said Jack He wanted to see Johnson 
try to thrash Pete, because he felt that Johnson would deserve it "Why 

don t you pay the gentleman his money T If I were you, Johnson At 

leasts I hope you will give him the thraslung he deserves " 

"Arc you gomg’to pay me that money?" roared Tolinson 
He prided himself on Ins knowledge of boxing, and he Carried a cane 

„ " Now, see here, Johnson," exclaimed Pete, U I ain't going Stop T 

Don't hit me 

"I'll give you the worst thrashing you have ever had, if you don't p&y 
ire*" " 

"Well, I shall hab to take de flogging if you gentlemen won't help me," 
said Pete, crouching, as Johnson 'upraised his cane "Will you help nid, 
tah 5 " 

"I will not," answered Sam "I would like to see Mm flog you " 

"Well, I won't pay ! " yelled Pete, making a rash to the door 
Johnson grabbed him by the collar, and got in a few cuts that really huH^ 
then Pete got possession of tho cane, and, placing Johnson across the table, 
flogged him till he howled for mercy j * r * ; 

"!N«w den," exclaimed Pete, "I rader tink dat is sbme ob what yotif 
deserve It's no good crying Tf you u ant to fight, sky so " 

But* he was far too badly hurt to want to fight He opened the window 
nnd called a constable in r 1 5 ' ** 
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nenrly murdered mf* Thes© H* aSSan ] tw Z me lia groaned, **; 

"Well," exclaimed Jack "y ou ' nJ nct ' , ' 1 my Witnesses ">* 

yon hll you Lad struck inm nnd thZ l ^^pcatcdly Ho ^ 

-*?Z ITZZlt s “" “ “ "* 

,l "k. ^ *°* ta ™“ -? !» 

« r2 l° n gOUtlomcn staymg ] loro , , 

res, answered Jack «dT <», 

e,r 'Woll 8 tha°ts me ” ^ a fn ° Ed ° f 0tlrS ' nnd ln ^ 

taking Hat 0 ch C letalntea ho w .a ' * l ° ancl assailUs one 0 
" Well T Ch f ge I£ ^ -as flJS&gJr t hm m ™Btody I'j 
,, e “* j rnder j e t pyfci^\var about I imcrlif ” 

pulling* out Ino 'iag ? ‘ learnt i\M-+rv flUgfnt 

*i£- p,pe ' “ *i* - 

"So you alnalV^Baid 01 ^! 1 ° Ut of v *n<l<w I" 

— « *. ■ 

ho ® as P ed the constable 1 «tj ,, 8t 

A* « n.tt «Jf1,STr'" ’ °“‘ lU " k be cn„ bo all there, b 

“< "*,«*»* .f «* 

I think I tvj}) v. 1 lvfc J t quite deceive! 

r Dat’s right— do lU a on him, gents * ox l 1 

your pocket it ® teI »»«d Pete » An g ^ aimcd t] >e constable 

^i-cen ouiselvi Go J , ^ >C0S -c J° U *"* dat 8 <™WJ 

^ it won fc be so f° ^l c > old boss i Dat mr d ° /‘ght, and it s . 

S ° iong bef ore v.e go i„ f ct f u 7 makes ®« feel iir 1 
e tor “® fizsioal culture " 

rOE ENT) 

* 

- 1| \ 

, R °adops Bhoi u,! T ~ ~ 

Boys’ Friend” r ° Ut fop the throe nnri .a, 

lend Library, which will h« 6 «w«es of 

»«*.- „„ ”«“>•■».■ "The Bow a „ 

, M.onMute, do n<>t , a „ to „ c * “»« "Tio a„ m . Uhi 

-j or ««,„» too, , Io 20 i"* M “ Submaplno,' * 

o Bo th o t 7oL » I4bp„; 

I « W. m, opnoo^ o„P^oT ,6t ° oV J “>'. * 

I Price One j? eDny w edne sdajr , n th& 




